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FRC denies . 
report of split 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The hardline 
Fateh Revolutionary Council 
(FRC) led by Abu Nidal Wednes- 
day denied that there was a split 
in its ranks in Baghdad. An FRC 
statement said since the Iraqi 
a authorities closed the move- 
'^mem's offices and camps m Iraq 
in I9S3, the movement did not 
have any -declared” presence in 
Iraq. The Iraqi authorities onlv 
allow an envoy from the move- 
ment to stay in Iraq to follow up 
nrarters related to “martyr’s fami- 
lies.” The sroup said news about 
an FRC spat aims to “target the 
movement and fall ■ within the 
context of organised campaigns 
against it by the Zionist-crusader 
forces and the leadership of the 
PLO's current executive commit- 
tee.” 

Afghan cabinet crisis 
meeting imminent 

KABUL (AFP) — A meeting 
between Afghan President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani and Prime 
Minister-designate Gulbuddin 
® Hekmatyar has been scheduled 
for this week to solve the cabinet 
crisis, the presidential spokesman - 
announced Wednesday. “There 
will be a meeting of leaders in one 
to two days,” Abdul Aziz Morad 
said, adding that the majority of 
-the nine Mujahedeen faction 
heads would attend. “The main 
•items on the agenda will be the 
establishment of the cabinet and 
to seek more guarantees for the 
current ceasefire,” the presiden- 
tial press spokesman said. 

Israelis selling arms 
to Bosnia Muslims 

’ TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel Televi- 
sion reported Tuesday that Israeli 
arms merchants were selling light 
arms and ammunition to Muslims 
in Bosnia. It said the first ship- 
ment of over threw: tonnes had 
already been sent. Thfe~ftriirttri« 
buted report stressed that the 
deals were not official, but rather 
the initiative of private arms mer- 
chants. According to Israeli law, 
weapon sales from Israel must be 
jfcccompanied by an “end user” 
certificate Issued by the govern- 
ment to monitor who uses the 
arms. 

4 hanged in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Four people 
convicted of armed robbery were 
hanged Tuesday in Sirjan. south- 
east Iran, the newspaper Kayhan 
reported Wednesday. The four 
were sentenced to death in 
November but had. appealed the 
decision to the supreme court. 
They were part of a 10-member 
gang which had been involved in 
armed robbery and kidnapping in 
the cities of Sirjan, Rafsanjan, 
and Anar in Kerman province 
southeast Iran. Three other mem- 
bers of the gang were sentenced 
to 15 years in jail each. The fate 
of the others was unknown. 
Armed robbery is a crime punish- 
able by death in Iran. 
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40 bodies found in 
Waco cult compound 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Ab- 
out 40 bodies have been found in 
the ruins of. the Texas cult com- 
pound where 86 people are be- 
lieved to have died after a 51-day 
standoff with authorities that en- 
ded in a blaze, officials said 
Wednesday. The bodies seen in 
and around the compound in- 
clude the remains of 10 women 
and children and three erf' the 
bodies appear to have been shot. 
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ment spokesman in Washington. 
Two of the three people believed 
to have been shot were found at 
the edge of the compound, Mr. 
Stem said, . adding that h was not 
clear whether they were victims 
of suicide or homicide (see page 
8 ). 

Armenian leader upbeat 
after Azeri talks 

ANKARA (AFP) — The presi- 
dents of Azerbaijan and Arme- 
nia, Abulfaz Elchibey and Levon 
Ter-Petrossian. met here 
Wednesday for their first talks on 
the conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh 
and the Armenian leader said 
afterwards he was “very satis- 
fied” with the discussion. “It was 
our first meeting with Mr. 
Elechibey and I can say that I am 
very satisfied with our encoun- 
ter.” he told journalists after the 
30-minute meeting at the Grand 
Hotel here. Mr. Elchibey made 
no immediate comment after 
Wednesday’s talks. 


Arabs to return to peace talks April 27 


Arafat and Sharaa say they expect Washington to fulfil its pledges 

U.S. announces talks, 
but yields nothing else 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — The 
Arabs agreed Wednesday to re- 
sume Middle East peace talks 
next week in Washington, ending 
a four-month break triggered by 
the expulsion of 400 Palestinians 
*to South Lebanon. 

Although Israel had refused a 
demand to repatriate the expel- 
lees before the talks resume, the 
Arabs said they expected some 
Israeli concessions m exchange 
for their return to the negotia- 
tions. 

In Washington. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher said 
die ninth round of talks would 
begin Tuesday. He called the 
Arab decision “a courageous 
one” and urged improved human 
rights conditions for Palestinians 
Irving in the Israeli-occupied ter- 
ritories (see separate story). 

“The Arabs, to give another 
chance for efforts to reach a just 
and comprehensive peace in the 

Middle East propose April 

27 for the resumption of negotia- 
tions" in Washington, said Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk A1 Shar- 
aa. 

He read out a final document 
after six days of consultations 
between Jordan. Lebanon, Syria 
and the Palestinians, the four 
Arab parties to the Washington 
talks, which were originally due 
to resume Tuesday. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, 
meanwhile, Israeli troops shot 
dead two Palestinians and 
wounded 56 others in some of the 
worst dashes for weeks, accord- 
ing to Palestinian sources (see 
story below). 


Jordan names delegation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The government Wednesday named the 
Kingdom’s delegation to the Arab-Israeli bilateral peace talks 
which are due to resume in Washington on April 27. 

The delegation will be led by Dr. Abdul Salam A1 Majali, and 
will include Dr. Jawad A] Anani, former minister. Dr. Fayez 
Tarawneh, Jordan’s ambassador to the United States, Mr. Hussein 
Hamm ami. Foreign Ministry secretary-general. Dr. Munther 
Haddadin, former head of the Jordan Valley Authority, Dr. 
Mohammad Bani Hani, former head of the Jordan Valley 
Authority, Dr. Shaker Arabiyat. Jordan's ambassador to Bahrain. 
Mr. Nayef A1 Qadi and Mr. Awn Khasawneh, ambassadors at the 
Foreign Ministry, Mr. Abdul Hah al Kurdi from the Royal Court, 
Dr. Mousa Breizar from the Royal Court. Dr. Marwan Muasher, 
head of the Jordan Information Bureau in Washington, an Armed 
Forces official, and Dr. Lina Touqan, a Royal Court official who 
holds a doctorate degree in law. 


Mr. Sharaa urged the imple- 
mentation of “all U.N. Security 
Council resolutions,” notably its 
land-for-peace calls and demand 
for the return of the expellees. 

He also called for an Israeli 
pledge to bait its policy of expul- 
sions and for the key sponsor of 
the peace initiative, Washington, 
to abide by its commitments and 
play the role of a full partner. 

“The ministers stress the need 
to implement all the commit- 
ments and assurances provided 
by the U.S. administration.” Mr. 
Sharaa said, adding the Arabs 
sought “substantial and concrete 
progress within a reasonable 
period of time.” 

The decision to return to the 
bargaining table was issued joint- 
ly by the foreign ministers of 
Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and 
Eigyptraiid; leaders of the-jPaleff- . 


tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

- ' Egypt is not at war with Israel, 
but it has been a party to the 
recent consultations over the 
peace talks. 

In the closing statement, the 
officials stressed the need for 
“putting into force all assurances 
and guarantees offered by the 
U.S. administration.” 

They did not specify the con- 
tent of the guarantees, but they 
did call on the United States and 
Russia — co-sponsors of the 
peace process — to take such 
steps that would “put an end to 
Israel’s violations” of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions and 
international- law. 

That was a likely reference 
both to the crisis over the expel- 
lees and to a recent Israeli crack- 
down that induded sealing off the 


occupied territories to bar 
Palestinian workers from travell- 
ing to Israel for their jobs. 

Mr. Sharaa read a communi- 
que which said: “Stemming from 
the Arab parties' keen interest to 
give a new opportunity for efforts 
aimed at establishing a just and 
comprehensive peace and in light 
of the U.S. commitment to play 
the role of full partner ... the 
Arab -ministers propose to the 
co-sponsors to start the ninth 
session on April 27, 1993.” 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
sitting next to Mr. Sharaa, said: 
“This communique does not only 
speak of this party or that, it 
speaks about all four (Arab) par- 
ties and our partner Egypt. The 
Palestinian delegation will go side 
by side under the patronage of its 
Arab brothers.” 

The Palestinians demanded an 
end to expulsions, an improved 
offer of self-rule and an easing of 
Israeli occupation measures. 

The United States and Israel 
offered a package of assurances 
and promises but told the Palesti- 
nians no firm commitments 
would be made unless they 
agreed to resume the negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Arafat argued until dawn 
Wednesday at a meeting in Am- 
man to convince Palestinians that 
they had no choice but to attend 
the talks in Washington even 
though they had not won all the 
concessions they demanded. 

Palestinian sources said the 
Palestinians had already in- 

(Con tinned on page 5) 


Israel says 
it is ready 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel 
will agree to attend Middle Efcsi 
peace talks next Tuesday, a date 
proposed by the Arabs for resum- 
ing the negotiations after a four- 
month break, a senior official 
said Wednesday. 

"We will inform the United 
States in the coming hours of our 
agreement.” said the official, 
who refused to be named. 

“Israel has always been ready 
to negotiate.” he added. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
voiced hopes earlier Wednesday 
that Jordan, Lebanon. Syria and 
the Palestinians would now de- 
cide to hold a ninth round of 
talks, which had first been sche- 
duled to start on Tuesday, April 
20 . 

Israeli Radio reported that Mr. 
Rabin said the Arab decision was 
not linked to Israeli “conces- 
sions.” He said he hoped the 
Arabs “will understand that this 
is the extraordinary opportunity 
that cannot be passed up." 

Mr. Rabin earlier congratu- 
lated U.S. President Bill Ginton 
for “not giving in to Arab press- 
ure “and for having “stuck to his 
guns.” 

Israelis should not be fooled, 
he added. “If the Arabs agree to 
return to the negotiations, it will 
be because of the United States 
not because of us or gestures they 
expect from us." 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Middle East peace talks will resume 
here on April 27 after a four- 
month break, U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
announced Wednesday after the 
Arabs said they had received 
U.S. guarantees. 

Mr. Christopher said: “It has 
been almost five months since the 
last round of talks. Too much 
time has been lost.” but there was 
now a chance to pick up from 
where the talks left off in Decem- 
ber. 

He said he was notified of the 
Arab decision by Faisal Husseini, 
identifying him as "the head of 
the /Palestinian) delegation." 
The Arab East Jerusalem resi- 
dent heads a steering committee 
and has been barred from the 
negotiating table because Israel 
wanted to avoid any negotiations 
over Jerusalem. 

The secretary of state reaf- 
firmed Washington’s attachment 
to U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338, which he said 
called for a land-for-peace settle- 
ment, respect for the political 
rights of the Palestinians and 
security for all. 

Mr. Christopher, urged im- 
proved human rights conditions 
for the Palestinians in the Israeli- 
occupied territories and said the 
negotiations “can see occupation 


give way to self-government." 

He also voiced Washington's 
“dismay by the killings" in the 
occupied territories and Israel, 
where dozens of people died last 
month in an upsurge of violence. 

He said the Palestinians spoke 
“eloquently” of human rights in 
the occupied territories and that 
their decision to return to the 
talks “was a difficult one. 

“They have agreed to deal with 
the causes and not the symp- 
toms" (of violence). 

The new sessions at the State 
Department in Washington will 
be the first talks since President 
Bill Clinton was elected. 

Mr. Christopher called the de- 
cision to resume the talks “a 
courageous one” for the Palesti- 
nians to take. And he said “these 
negotiations can see occupation 
give way to self-government." 

Mr. Christopher, asked by a 
reporter if his statement was in- 
tended to hold out the promise of 
statehood to the Palestinians, re- 
plied, “no change is intended in 
that, at all.” 

Both the United States and 
Israel have declared their opposi- 
tion to a Palestinian state. The 
current negotiations are supposed 
to provide limited self-rule for the 
Palestinians. 



A resident or Khan Yanis camp in the occupied 
Gaza Strip looks for his belongings In the ruins of 


his house which was demolished by the Israeli army 
Tuesday (AFP photo) 


Israeli soldiers kill two 
and wound 56 in clashes 


OCCUPIED GAZA STRIP 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops shot 
dead a Palestinian and wounded 
six others in a mosque Wednes- 
day here, raising the toll to two 
dead and 56 wounded in a day of 
heavy clashes on the Strip. 
Palestinian sources said. 

Wael Saed, 17. was hit by 
several bullets in the chest inside 
a mosque in the Sheikh Radwan 
neighbourhood of Gaza City, 


where several Palestinian demon- 
strators had fled to escape sol- 
diers. 

The clashes, the worst for 
several weeks in the Strip, broke 
out as human rights groups urged 
the Israeli government to end a 
blockade of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip imposed late last 
month. 

Wednesday’s violence erupted 
at the Nusseirat refugee camp 


after the army set up new 
observation posts atop Arab 
homes, Palestinian sources said. 

Mohammad Abu Shawish, 20 
was killed and 30 other Palesti- 
nians were wounded in ensuing 
dashes with the soldiers. 

Another three Palestinians 
were shot in the Tuffah area of 
Gaza, where soldiers destroyed 

(Continued on page 5) 


Abdul Shaft ‘surprised,’ 
but will obey decision 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Chief Palesti- 
nian negotiator Haidar Abdul 
Shaft said Wednesday his delega- 
tion was surprised by the Arab 
decision Wednesday to resume 
talks with Israel because the Jew- 
ish state had not met their de- 
mands. 

“We were surprised by the 
decision laken in Damascus be- 
cause our recommendation to our 
political leadership was to sus- 
pend participation in the ninth 
round until Israel responded to 
our requests,” Mr. Abdul Shaft 
said. 

In an interview with Jordan 
Television, Mr. Abdul Shafi said: 
“As these requests have not been 
complied with, that was the 
source of surprise.” 

“But we understand our poli- 
tical leadership was concerned 
with the unity of the Arab and the 
Palestinian ranks and therefore 
our decision is to comply with our 


leadership's decision,” he added. 

He said that he expected Israel 
to take back 101 of the expellees 
and a number of other Palesti- 
nians expelled from the occupied 
territories since the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war before the talks re- 
sume next week. 

“We also hope to talk to the 
Israelis into rescheduling a large 
□umber of the 415 expellees in a 
time not exceeding June,” he 
added. 

Another senior Palestinian 
peace negotiator said later Tues- 
day that be and others may quit 
the team if the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) backs 
an immediate return to the bar- 
gaining table. 

“I have told the (PLO) chair- 
man that these obstacles remain 
and if in one way or another you 
order us to go it is not a question 

(Continued mi page 5) 


Palestinian 
leader 
critical of 
decision 

By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A prominent 
Palestinian leader has strongly 
criticised the Palestinian decision 
to participate in the ninth round 
of the bilateral peace talks with 
Israel and predicted tiiat it would 
deepen divisions inside the 
Palestinian camp and reflect 
negatively on the course of the 
five-year-old intifada inside the 
occupied territories. 

“The Palestinian decision to go 
back to Washington was actually 
taken as far back as Sunday at a 
meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Palestine Liberation 

(Continued on page 5) 


Gulf crisis 
cost Arabs 
$676 billion 


fc 


ABU DHABI (R) — Arab 
countries lost S676 billion as a 
result of the 1990/91 Gulf 
crisis and war, equivalent to 
18 months’ loss of their total 
oss national product 
GNP), according to latest 
figures from the Arab 
World's principal monetary 
agency. 

The figures, which equal- 
led one and half-times the 
value of total U.S. invest- 
ments abroad, were released 
Wednesday by the Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF) in an 
annual report on Arab eco- 
nomies prepared with two 
other major Arab financial 
institutions. 

The report gives the first 
complete picture of the ex- 
tent of the economic damage 
from Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait, showing similar los- 
ses for the two principal Arab 
antagonists. 

Iraq, which triggered the 
crisis with its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, sustained 
economic losses of S237 bil- 
lion while the victim, Kuwait, 
had losses of S240 billion. 

For the 600,000 Kuwaitis, 
this was more than 10 times 
their country’s GNP for the 
last pre-crisis year, when it 
stood at $23 billion. 

Kuwait had to liquidate ab- 
out two-thirds of its S10G 
billion “fund for future gen- 
erations,” mainly invested 
abroad over 25 years, to help 
pay for the war and post-war 
reconstruction. 

For Iraq, which has almost 
20 million people, the cost 
was almost four times its 1989 
GNP total of $64 billion. 

The two states accounted 
for 70 pier cent of total costs 
of the crisis for the nations of 
the 21-member Arab League. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan urges tough action in Bosnia 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
urged the U.N. Security Council 
to adopt a new resolution lifting 
the arms embargo on Bosnia- 
Herzegovina so that Muslims 
under Serbian attack there could 
procure arms to defend them- 
selves and issuing a fresh warning 
to Serbian forces to implement a 
predetermined ceasefire or face 
further U.N. action. 

The Jordanian call came during 
a Security Council debate Tues- 
day on the conflict in the former 
Yugoslavia when the Kingdom’s 
permanent delegate to the U.N., 
Adnan Abu Odeh. addressed the 
council. 

According to a transcript of the 
council proceedings made avail- 
able to the Jordan- Times, Mr. 
Abu Odeh denounced “the brutal 
Serbian aggression” on Bosnian 
Muslims and criticised the U.N. 
for not adopting swift action to 
end the plight of the Muslims 


under attack. 

Mr. Abu Odeh paid tribute to 
the efforts of the international 
peace keeping forces for the 
humanitarian task they were per- 
forming under very difficult con- 
ditions, as well as to the non- 
governmental relief organisations 
for their persistence in providing 
assistance to the afflicted in that 
crazy and ugly war. 

The Serbian aggression consti- 
tuted an open and continuous 
challenge to the United Nations 
Charter, he said. It was an 
aggression carried out by crimin- 
als who continued to deny not 
only the humanity of Their victims 
but their own humanity as well. 
“Is he a human being who syste- 
matically rapes women collective- 
ly and continues to do?” he 
asked. 

It was no less painful, sad and 
shocking that those acts were 
being committed in the heart of 


Europe by a European people, he 
said. "Where are the human 
rights and where are the ideals 
and principles which decorate the 
Western discourse?” he asked. 
“Indeed, where is the United 
Nations?” If the Serbs challenged 
and violated the Charter by con- 
tinuing their aggression against 
Muslims, the United Nations it- 
self would violate the Charter if it 
failed to use its powers provided 
for in the Charter to stop that 
aggression, unless there were two 
United Nations: “One uses its 
powers and the other does not.” 
If that was the case, he went 
on, what would happen to inter- 
national peace and security? “We 
are confused." he said. Was the 
international community to hope 
that aggression would be stopped 
and deterred only if the conflict 
occurred in a country where the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Heavy 
fighting 
erupts in 
S. Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — Shells 
rained down in South Lebanon 
"Wednesday as Israeli gunners and 
allied militiamen clashed in one 
of the heaviest artillery duels this 
year with resistance fighters. Two 
civilians were reportedly killed 
and four wounded. 

Security sources said the guer- 
rillas, stung by the intensity of the 
Israeli bombardment, unleashed 
a barrage of Five Katyusha rock- 
ets on Israel’s self-styled "secur- 
ity zone.” 

"Two projectiles landed on 
Israel's northern border and 
three crashed inside the zone, but 
there was no immediate word on 
casualties or damage, the source 
said. 

Guerrillas earlier said they had 
(Continued cm page 5) 


JSCF 

SUPER CHARITY BINGO PARTY 

Jordan Save the Children Fund is inviting you to a 
“Charity Bingo Party’* 

at the Royal Automobile Club of Jordan, on Thurs- 
day, April 22, 1993 at 8:00 p.m. 

All proceeds will go to the benefit of the charity 
campaign. 

For more information, please call tel.: 670241 


Muslims and Croats fight; 
Srebrenica demilitarised 


TUZLA, Bosnia- Herzegovina 
(AP) — Muslims and Croats 
fought in central Bosnia Wednes- 
day. U.N. officials accused both 
sides of atrocities, saying whole 
families had been murdered in 
“ethnic cleansing” operations. 

On another front, Serb artillery 
shells fell on the Muslim-held city 
of Tuzla Wednesday for the first 
time in more than two weeks. 

General LaTs-Eric Wahlgren. a 
U.N. commander for former 
Yugoslavia, said the Muslim de- 
fenders of Serbrenica finished 
turning over their weapons to 
U.N. troops — a condition set by 
the town's Serb besiegers for 
stopping further attacks. 

U.N. officials said 10 trucks 
unloaded aid in Srebrenica and 
were returning to Belgrade. At 
least 18 wounded Muslim soldiers 
were airlifted out to the north- 
eastern dry of Tuzla, where Serb 


shells landed for the first time in 
two weeks. 

In Belgrade, Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic refused 
to meet with European Commun- 
ity mediator Lord Owen, saying 
he had “nothing to discuss with a 
man who wants to shoot at us.” 

In central Bosnia, where fight- 
ing between formerly allied Mus- 
lims and Croats raged for a sixth 
day. Colonel Bob Stewart, a com- 
mander of British peacekeepers 
on U.N. duty, said his troops 
would be scan-ed for life by the 
atrocities they had witnessed. 

"They’ve seen children held in 
the arms of their mothers and 
shot.” he told British radio. 

Cedric Thorn berry, the no. 2 
U.N. official in former Yugosla- 
via, said executions and mas- 
sacres had been committed by 
both sides. 


MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR 
Wednesday April 29-Friday May 7 , 1993 
Designer Showcase 
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* Fine handicrafts Weavings v Quilts 
At new building next to Business Bant 
For more information, please call 6S869E 
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Peace talks bring 
Israeli voices to 
Palestinian press 
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3 j By Haitham Hamad 

9l * The Associated Press 
m 

^OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
y- — The Mideast peace talks, 
famous for stumbling and 
’ .stalling, have produced one 
^‘breakthrough: Israeli officials 
.are being interviewed and 
'quoted by Jerusalem's Arab 
news papers for the first time. 

, The change reflects the 
Revolving- role of the East 
; 'Jerusalem press, which until 
“ ‘recently, had seen itself as 
^.upholding the aims of the 
Palestinian national move- 
ment. Western concepts such 
as adversarial or evenhanded 
journalism were virtually un- 
known. 

Before the peace talks be- 
gan 18 months ago, Palesti- 
nian journalists who sought 
p_.com ment from Israeli offi- 
lalcials were regarded as 
'/.fraternising with the enemy. 
riuWhat little Israeli comment 
tot there was came from transla- 
:oi lions of Israel's Hebrew 
•impress. 

In the past few months, 
.. ( however, Palestinians work- 
ing ^> r Jerusalem’s four Ara- 
bic dailies and papers abroad 
’™have sat down to talk with 
.^•'Prime Minister Yitzhak 
‘ ‘Rabin, Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres and other offi- 
■' dials. 

Othman Hallak, publisher 
>uiand editor of the A! Nahar 
nodaily in East Jerusalem, said 
4 the exchange between 
ItoPalestinians and Israelis has 
become “two-way traffic — 
'Ofwe ask to see them and they 
iqesk to see us." 
roi “We are entering a new 
fii chapter of relations with the 
(^Israelis. ...The age of where 
we had to boycott and not 
— talk to them is finished," Mr. 
Hallak told the Associated 
Press. 

“We are negotiating with 
...them so why can't our jour- 
■ ■■■nalists meet with Rabin or 
.■..Peres?” he asked. “Whal is 
• vthe objection?" 
v.». The Madrid peace confer- 
.v.ence of October 1991 that 
... started the Arab-Israeli nego- 
tiations “opened the gates’’ 
.. for Palestinian journalists. 
...said Bruce Kashdan, head of 
•::the foreign ministry's liaison 
....office for visiting. reporters, 
who has arranged many of 
..the interviews. 

>to The impetus came from an 
..pdd source: Benjamin 
Netanyahu, now leader of the 


right-wing Likud Party that 
opposes a land-for- peace set- 
tlement. 

Mr. Netanyahu, known for 
his public relations skills, was 
tben the spokesman for 
Israeli negotiators and held a 
news conference exclusively 
for Arab reporters. Many 
came. 

Mr. Kashdan pushed the 
idea of interviews and sup- 
plies Arab reporters with 
translations of Mr. Rabin 
speeches and other Israeli 
documents. He said the 
Palestinians are treated like 
foreign correspondents. 

Mr. Hallak, who started 
his newspaper seven years 
ago, said Israel helped to 
weaken the opposition to in- 
terviewing Israelis by easing' 
censorship of Arab newspap- 
ers. “You have to give the 
devil his due,” was the way 
he put it. 

But Arab papers still face* 
stiffer censorship than the 
Israeli or foreign media, the 
main declared concern being 
security. The Arab press con- 
tinues to reprint translated 
Hebrew articles to elude the 
censor; even then, some in- 
formation is cut. 

There are problems from 
the Arab side, too. 

Last week, when Mr. 
Rabin went to Egypt to meet 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
the government invited two 
Palestinian journalists along. 
But they backed out when a 
senior Palestinian leader 
advised against arriving on 
the same plane with the 
Israeli leader. 

Recently, after reporters 
from the Arabic press inter- 
viewed Mr. Peres, the 
Palestinian Journalists Asso- 
ciation took out ads in Arab 
newspapers criticising the 
move. 

Two years ago, the critic- 
ism would have been met 
with silent obedience. In- 
stead, several Palestinian 
journalists wrote columns 
castigating the association for 
its outdated view. 

Mohammad Abed Rabbo 
noted in the East Jerusalem 
daily A1 Fajr that the Palesti- 
nians were only covering 
Israeli officials in the same 
way Israeli writers report on 

• the Arabs ■ — 

• “If Israeli reporters 
reached Tunis and are in 
every Palestinian institution 
and are being tipped... then 
why don't we do the same?” 




■ ■ 
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STARK REMINDER: An armoured personnel which was destroyed Tuesday in a resistance attack 
carrier of the Israeli-sponsored South Lebanon in South Lebanon (AFP photo) 

Army (SLA) militia passes by the wreckage of a car 

, i • 

Iranian Kurds appeal for help 


PARIS (Agencies) — The world 
must stop Iranian attacks on Ira- 
nian Kurds inside northern Iraq 
to avert a “new tragedy,” the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party of 
Iran (KDPI) urged here Tuesday. 

Iranian artillery Tuesday shel- 
led Iranian Kurds just across the 
border for the second day, forc- 
ing 5,000 Iraqi Kurds and Iranian 
Kurdish refugees to flee their 
homes, a KDPI spokesman said. 

Shells crashed into a region 
north of Suleimaniyeh, he said, 
adding that he feared an Iranian 
“ground attack” if the interna- 
tional community did not inter- 
vene to stop the shelling. 

The KDPI issued a statement 
warning “world public opinion of 
the seriousness of the situation” 
in order to “save the Kurdish 
people from a new tragedy." 

It issued an appeal to “the 
United Nations, humanitarian 


and human rights organisations. 
Western democracies and the 
countries ‘charged with this 
(allied-enforced air exclusion) 
zone to react as long as there is 
time.” 

U.S., French and British war- 
planes are patrolling northern 
Irag to protect Iraqi Kurds 
against attacks. 

The appeal was to “stop the 
deluge of shells landing on the 
civilian population and to press 
the Iranian regime into respecting 
recognized international conven- 
tions.” 

The statement said the party 
had warned the world since last 
Thursday about “the imminence 
of a new Iranian attack against 
the border areas of Iraqi Kurdis- 
tan, particularly the area around 
KDPI headquarters.” 

On Monday, an Iraqi Kurdish 
source said the Iranian army was 


shelling border areas in Iraqi 
Kurdistan, hitting villages in the 
region of Rarriya and Khala-Diza. 

He said Iranian troops had 
been massing along the border 
for four days. 

Massud Rajavi, the head of the 
Iranian resistance group, the 
Mujabedeen-e-Khalq, urged the 
U.N. Security Council to “ex- 
amine immediately" the reports 
of Iranian shelling. 

Iran’s official media have made 
no mention of any military activ- 
ity at the Iraqi border. 

The PDKI said 1 many people 
were arrested in the town of 
Bowkan after the governor, iden- 
tified only as Sadeqi, was killed 
Sunday. 

More were detained Tuesday 
during a demonstration to protest 
against the Sunday arrests and 
the shellings, it added. 


Sudan fighting jeopardises relief 


By Aidan Hartley 
Reuter 

NAIROBI — Heavy fighting be- 
tween Sudan's rebel factions and 
government forces across a 
swathe of the south is jeopardis- 
ing relief efforts for thousands of 
starving civilians, aid workers 
say. 

Foreign relief staff, notably 
from the United Nations, have 
been pulled out of the vast Upper 
Nile province and aid flights to 
the area- have been reduced' to a 
minimum, they said. . . 

^ “There’s , no , point .in .putting 
our staff in there' until' things 
settle down,” U.N. Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) spokesman Rob 
Hadley said. 

Fresh fighting in the province 
erupted in March when the main- 


stream factions of the Sudan Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army (SPLA), 
led by John Garang, launched an 
offensive against a rival* group 
under Riak Machar. 

A force of up to 12,000 well- 
equipped guerrillas mainly from 
Colonel Garang’s Dinka tribe 
have thrust north, overrunning 
the villages of Kongor, Ayod and 
Yuai and driving back Mr. Riak's 
poorly armed forces from the 
Nuer tribe, said to number only 

2,000. - .. ... j 

Both SPLA 1 factions are_sup- 
posed to be fighting what tiiey see 
as dbmin'aTion-oF tile bteck 'CbH&t-j 
ian and animist ’south by the 
Arabised Muslim north but since 
Mr. Riak’s group split in August 
1991 some of the most vicious 
fighting has been between rebels. 


Thousands of civilians who had 
been drawn to the villages where 
they were given handouts of in- 
ternational relief food are now 
beyond Teach. 

“We have infrequent radio 
contact with Ayod, where we are 
told there is fighting all around,” 
said Mr. Hadley, who described 
the hunger in Ayod as bad and in 
Yuai as “verging on critical.” 

A Belgian photographer who 
•yisited- Kongor last week said: 
!“PeopIe were so weak (with hun-‘ 
ger) they -were crawling around in 
the-cfiij.”- • * ‘ -■■ ■■’ 


About 500,000 people, most of 
them civilians, are estimated to 
have been killed during the 10- 
year war and 4.5 million have 
been displaced by the fighting. 


Independence fighters determined to rebuild Eritrea 


By David Chazan 

Agcncc France Press 

GHINDA, Eritrea — Ghen- 
net Fessehaye, a. bushy- 
haired woman of 34, left her 
middle-class family in Addis 
Ababa at 17 to fight for inde- 
pendence in Eritrea's barren 
hills. 

She abandoned her school 
books for a Kalashnikov and 
the perils of guerrilla war- 
fare, surviving napalm 
c attacks and cluster bombs. 

“I was with five friends 
when I left Addis," she said. 
Sf«We were three boys and 
three girls. First we went to 
Somalia, then we came back 
and joined the movement, 
g. Only two are still alive. They 
died for us. so that we could 
have peace and freedom from 
9r Ethiopia.” 

Two years after the over- 
throw of Ethiopian dictator 
Mengistu Haile Mariam. 


whose army was Africa’s big- 
gest and best equipped, Ms. 
Ghennet’s dream looks cer- 
tain to come true. 

As a fighter of the Eritrean 
People’s Liberation Front 
(EPLF), she has already 
voted in Eritrea's referendum 
on independence from 
Ethiopia. 

Nearly 800,000 civilians 
registered to vote will cast 
their ballots from Friday to 
Sunday. 

Few doubt an overwhelm- 
ing vote for secession. 

“You don’t fight for 30 
years and then abandon your 
cause.” said Belay Haile, 43, 
an’ electrician at a salt fac- 
tory near, the Red Sea port of 
Massawa. 

Mr. Belay's younger 
brother was killed in the final 
push towards Eritrea's capital 
Asmara in May 1991. 

Ms. Ghennet still wears a 
U.S. Army camouflage shirt 
brought here, she says, by “a 


friend from Holland." 

But she leaves her AK-47 
at home to go out shopping 
with her four-year old sister, 
and now she has two chil- 
dren, born since Colohel 
Mengistu’s fall. 

“I married a fighter during 
the war, but we weren’t, 
allowed to have children until 
it was over," she said. 

"Women fought just like 
men. After six months of 
training and political lessons 
we went to the front.” 

By day, when the thorn 
trees and sparse scrub offered 
little cover in the rugged hills, 
Ms. Ghennet and her com- 
rades slept in bunkers dug by 
hand in the stony ground. 

At night, they launched 
guerrilla strikes. 

After the referendum, Ms. 
Ghenner wants to turn in her 
gun and study nursing. 

“Sometimes I used to care 
for wounded friends, so I 
have a little experience,” she 


said, confident that she will 
adapt easily to civilian. life. 

But others without skills 
may have difficulty finding 
work in one of- the world's 
poorest states, with annual 
per-capita income estimated 
at less than $120. 

Eritrean businessmen, re- 
nowned in Ethiopia and 
neighbouring countries for 
their entrepreneurial skills, 
are starting to return after 
years in exile, bringing capit- 
al and valuable experience. 

But up to 80 per cent of 
Eritrea's 3.5 million people 
still rely on food aid after 
repeated famines. Half a mil- 
lion of the 750,000 Eritreans 
who fled still languish in 
Sudanese refugee camps. 

Up to 80,000. including 
60,000 of Ms. Ghennet's 
EPLF comrades, were killed 
in the war. ■ 

But the EPLF victory was 
not marred- by Somalia-style 
looting. 


Asmara, built by the for- 
mer colonial power Italy, is 
still a pretty town of pastel 
and whitewashed buildings 
that look as though they were 
transplanted from Tuscany. 

G Kin da, a small town ab- 
out 30 kilometres down the 
tortuous mountain road from 
Asmara to Massawa, is also 
more or less intact. 

But Massawa has been de- 
vastated, with few of its once 
picturesque Arab-style 
houses undamaged. 

“After the referendum we 
will rebuild,” said Mariam 
Adem, 20, a veiled Muslim 
woman from Massawa whose 
mother fled with her to 
Sudan by camel when she was 
five. 

“I’ll vote for independence 
so our cities can develop,” 
said Ms. Mariam, who re- 
turned four months ago de- 
termined to see Massawa rise 
from .the ruins. 


Tehran says 
pardon possible 
for death-row 
foreigners 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s top 
judge said Tuesday a number of 
foreigners arrested in Iran for 
spying might he sentenced to 
death but their relatives could 
apply for a reprieve from sup- 
reme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei. 

Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi 
akn told a news conference that 
die death order against British* 
author Salman Rushdie was irre- 
vocable and denied opposition 
and foreign charges about the 
large number of executions and 
political prisoners in Iran. 

“We have a number of fore- 
igners whose cases are in various 
stages up to the supreme court. 
One cannot be certain but some 
of them might be sentenced to 
death for spying,” he said. 

“According to law, a relative of . 
the convict, or anyone except 
himself, can ask for a reprieve 
from the leader. They should 
explain the case and a pardon 
might be granted.” 

Ayatollah Yazdi said the pris- 
oner’s government and his rela- 
tives would be notified of any 
sentence before it was carried 
out. 

He did not give any ; numbers or 
refer to specific cases but his 
remarks could affect the fate of 
an American and a German. 

Tehran revealed in January 
that German engineer Helmut 
Szimkus had been arrested four 
years ago and sentenced to death 
for spying for Iraq. 

Milton Meyer, a 59-year-old 
Texan married to an Iranian and 
a long time resident of Tehran, 
was arrested last year and ac- 
cused of links with foreign intelli- 
gence services. 

Ayatollah Yazdi, speaking to 
reporters at the late Shah's mar- 
ble palace in central Tehran 
which became the judiciary head- 
quarters after Ayatollah Ruhol- 
lah Khomeini’s Islamic revolu- 
tion, said Ayatollah Khomeini's 
1989 order for killing Mr. Rusb- 
. die was “irrevocable.” 

He said the edict, issued be- 
cause of Mr. Rushdie's book 
“The Satanic Verses” which 
many Muslims consider blasphe- 
mous, was “not just for the Ira- 
nian nation but for Muslims worl- 
dwide.” 

British Prime Minister John 
Major said Monday he would go 
ahead with a planned meeting 
with ML J^iish^gjpflp,. au-eMqit^ 
. which Iran’s offi^^eys ^ge nev. 

IRNA has sai q.co uld prom pt 
‘ Tehran td r63uce*&ade tieTwJm 
Britain. 

Ayatollah Yaztfi said the num- 
I ber of people executed in Iran 
f had greatly fallen and the sup- 
: reme court had turned down ail 
; bat 26 of some 120 death sent- 
1 cnees passed by lower courts in 
the past year. 

He said drug smugglers 
accounted for more than half of 
all prisoners and most of the 
executions. The fall in the num- 
ber of new death sentences was a 
result of better border controls 
keeping out the traffickers, . he 
added. 

Iran has been repeatedly cen- 
sured by international human 
rights organisations! In February 
a U.N. report, rejected by. 
Tehran, accused it of torturing 
political prisoners and said 164 of 
301 executions recorded in 1992 
could be attributed to political 
causes and at least 117 concerned 
drug traffickers. 

Ayatollah Yazdi said no-one 
was in jail merely because.’ of his 
ideas but members of opposition 
groups which had acted against 
the state were imprisoned. 

He said jailed supporters of the 
Iraq-based Mujahedeen-e-Khaiq 
group numbered “less' than the 
fingers of both hands,” but there 
were more from other groups. 

“There are three or four (poli- 
tical prisoners) in each jail. It 
does not add up to a big number 
in a population of 58 miUfon," 
Ayatollah Yazdi said. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRE1F ^ 
Kuwait says will never forget Saudi help 

Saturday criticised Kuwait for 

M C^ddent George Bush. Kuwaiti state radio, commenting on: 
Ben Fahd, a son of Saudi King Fahd, aid 
£ two countries bad. ^pe^ dtong fee. ; 

seven-month occupation of the emirate by Iraqi troops. JTh£- 
^^foddents deepened and strengthened relations, when! , ■ 
Kuwaiti and Saudi blood mixed during the Kuwaiti liberation war,' 
the official Kuwait News Agency quoted the radioas saying. t 
honest principled stand of Saudi Arabia undo ■ tlm leademhip 
ICing Fahd will never be forgotten, it raid. 
honours and praise on Mr. Bush for his Gulf war hadereh.p, 1^. 
official speakers also praised a number of Arab 
Saudi Arabia which supported Kuwait. Saudi Arabia hosted thej. 
U.S.-led coalition to liberate Kuwait, allowing the allies to lauati£&- 
fh>m its territory the country attack that ejected Iraqi troops frop^. 
Kuwait in 1991. It also hosted the Kuwaiti government m exxle4ni 
addition to a majority of Kuwaitis fleeing Kuwait during the j 
seven-month Iraqi occupation of the emirate. 

Thousands defy ban on Algerian march % 

TfZI OUZOU, Algeria (R) — Braving a ban against pubUcf£ 
marches, thousands of people marched in this Algerian nrountam Sj 
town Tuesday shouting “We are not Arabs; the Berber language in 'K 
schools,” witnesses said. Militants of Algeria's Berber CiUtural'W 
Movement (MCB), supported by the Socialist Forc« Front (F^) || 
of veteran war leader Hodne Ait Ahmad, marched from the Tm 
Ouzou University to the town hall. They were demanding 
“immediate and definitive recognition of the (Berber) identity 
and the “consecration of the Berber language as national and 
official language”. Arabic is compulsory in schools and public^ 
institutions. Algeria is under a state of emergency and the interior 
ministry warned Monday the planned march was not authorised 
and the marchers would be breaking the law. The ministry called 
on- the people not to distract security forces by holding such a 
inarch when they were engaged in an battle against Muslim 
militants. 

Police bust drug ring In Turkey 

ISTANBUL (AP) — Turkish police have seized 60 kilogrammes of 
heroin in recent raids, the Anatolian news agency said Tuesday. 
■Seven Turks were arrested over the past week, the agency said. A 
third of the seized heroin reportedly came from the eastern 
province of Van, bordering Iran. Although it has cracked down 
heavily on domestic production since 1970s, Turkey has become, a 
route for the transit of heroin from the Middle East to Europe in 
recent years. On Jan. 11, Turkish warships intercepted a ship in the 
Mediterranean with 14 tonnes of drugs on board loaded in Karachi, 
Pakistan. 

Foreign Arms to build Iran petrochemical plant 

NICOSIA (R) — ■ A private Iranian company has awarded a British 
and a Cypriot firm a contract to build a $30 million polypropylene 
plant, Iran's IRNA news agency said Tuesday. Sante Trading 
Company of Cyprus and the British consultant firm Acer group 
were commissioned to build the Navid Polymer company in Zanjan 
province northwest of Tehran, it said. Financing was arranged 
tii rough Dublin-based Middle East Finance, IRNA added. It was 
the second Iranian contract with Sante and Acer after a $100 
million project to build a bridge between Qeshm Island and the 
Gulf port of Bandar Abbas announced last month. IRNA said 
work on the Zanjan project was expected to start before the end of 
the year and British and Asian firms were being interviewed as 
potential construction contractors. Acer has signed a contract with. 
Navid to buy back part of it^products, it said. The plant would be 
first to produce polypropylene,, which is used'for manufac- 
Turing insulation and packaging tape, lamination sheets and other 


Cyprus frees Greek journalist on bail 

NICOSIA (R) — A Nicosia court granted'bail late Tuesday to an 
arrested Greek journalist who is sought in Greece for libel,; 
forgery and defamation. Spyros Karatzaferis was released fronrr 
Cyprus police custody on bail of 3000 pounds ($6000) after being 
arrested earlier ^ Tuesday. Greece has requested his extradition. Mr. 
Karatz aferis was convicted in 1991 of libel, forgery and defamation 
and sentenced to almost five years in prison. Mr. Karatzaferis fled 
to Britain before the Greek court sentenced him and has been m 
Cyprus for the past few months. The Cyprus Union of Journalists 
protested against his arrest. 

U.S. executive jailed for trade with Iran 

MIAMI (AP) — A Miami aviation company president was 
^fenced Tuesday to more than four years in federal prison for 
iUegaUy. shipping $388,000 worth of missile parts to Iran in the 
1980s for its war against Iraq. Terence Hall, 63, president of Bet 
Air Inc., had been accused of evading export regulations barring 
mus W cither Iran or Iraq during their long border war. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Eric Dubelier charged Mr. Hall “made 
false statement after false statement” on government licenses to 
cover up the ultimate destination of Hawk missile pans sold by his 
aircraft equipment company. “The military items were disguised, 
and be repeatedly lied in the end-user documents, and he went 
overseas and got others to lie for him," Mr. Dubelier said. A 
HaQ “ February of 15 counts of filing 
false export declarations, exporting military parts without a 
com . me J5 e apartment license and conspiracy. He could have faced 
“P f? ?? y? 15 m pnf 011 . under old sentencing guidelines which 
applied to the arms sales in 1985, but U.S. District Judge Federico 
Moreno .mposed the maximum allowed under current guidelines. 

S2M ttM fof t0 x 4A IT 5 ,n ( edenI prison «d fined I 

$250,000 for the illegal sales of the anti-aircraft guided missile , 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church Sweifiefa 

Td. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

Si. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of Uw Annunciation Td. 
(37440. 

pe !■ SaBe Church Td. 661757 
jrmwttncta Cbwcfa Td: 622366 


Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 823824 and 654932. 
Church of the Naaartiie Tel. 675691. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be lair and winds will be 
north westerly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly fresh and seas 
calm. 

Min/mak. temp. 

Amman 10/22 

Aqaba I8/2X 

Deserts 7 DM 

Jordan Valley 14 1 28 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 22, Aqaba 27. Humidity readings. 
Amman 17 per cent, Aqabu 20 per 


Amman 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Walccd Kiswani ( — ) 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakim X&5446 

Dr. Mohammad Imran 612232 

Dr. Uxam Al Asmar 89U504 

Firas pharmacy 6619:3 

Fcrdows pharmacy 7/8336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharr.iar. 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacouh pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Najih pharmacy 847632 

IRBLD: 

Dr. Ali Al Omari (—1 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. Ghassan Al Faqih ( — 1 

Khalifch pharmacy 9K54I7 


EMERGENCIES 


Civil Defence Department ...1_ 
Civil Defence Immediate 

661111 

Civil Defence Emergency :..'.. 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 1 1 1 . 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Rlomt Rank : 775121 


843402. 


896390 

Public Security Department ... 

630321 

.605800 

Price Complaints 

Water and Sewerage 

.661176 

.897467 

Amman municipality ' 

Complaints 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) 

.787111 
121 

Central Amman Telephone' 

Repairs 

Abdati Telephone Repairs .... 

623101 

661101 

.773111 


. 7741 11 


. 6HOIO0 

Jordan Etectrieitv Authority .. 
Electric Power 

.815615 


Company 636381 

RJ Right Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport Uft-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity. J. Aran... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. J, Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity.. 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman ....! 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Sbmcisaru Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasfacr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhairccn ........ 777101/3 

A I- Bashir. J. Ashrafkh ...... 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marita 89 161 1/1 5 

Qumo Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZAKQA: 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09) 986732 

AlHikma Modem Hospital ....... (09)990990 

IRBID: 


Pnnccss Basma Hospital .. (02)775555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)27227 5 
Jbn AJ Na/ccs Hospital..... (021247100 

AQABA: 

Pnnccss Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALU 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
matt at the Queen Alia International 
Td. (08)53200-5. when it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Rey»l J<mU»ii«n (Bj) Right* 

(Terminal 1) 

«M0 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

8&I5 Sanaa (RJ) 

««« New Delhi (RJ) 

Cairo. Aqabu <RI) 

JfclS Riyadh (RJ) 

11=9* Colombo (RJ) 

11:15 Beirut (RJ) 


S® Lamaca(RJ) 

I&30 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

*22! Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
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40 years after its establislm ^^7-member 


the Jordanian Conununist Party 
holds first legal congress 


¥33 
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chemical pi# 


By Sansan Ghosheh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
Communist Party (JCP) began its 
first, national, legal congress 
Wednesday, more than forty 
_ years after the establishment of 
»frbe party. 

“We axe living in the time of 
the great earthquake... after the 
fell of the socialist bloc the com 1 - 
mnnist parties have come under 
tremendous attack... but Jordan 
has opened its doors wide to 
Communists," said Emily Naffaa, 
JCP polftburo member, in her 
opening speech. 

JCP General Secretary Yaooub 
Zayadin presented the political 
report of the party at the opening 
session of the three-day congress, 
held at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre. 

0 He reviewed the history of the 
JCP stressing the need for demo- 
cracy and pluralism. 

Dr. Zayadin said the absence 
of democracy in the past has 
“hindered the development pro- 
cess in Jordan.” 

“Democracy needs to be part 
of our everyday life... we live in a 
period of national and democratic 
development,” he added. 

Dr. Zayadin said the situation 
has never been worse for Arabs 
and stated that the “future of 
Arabs is linked to democracy.” 
He also spoke of the dilemma 
the JCP faced over the “identity 
of the party after the collapse of 
Communism in eastern Europe. 

But, Dr. Zayadin reassured the 
attendees that the JCP was able 
to overcome this dilemma and to 
“protect its existence”' and its 
t ideas. 

He stressed that the JCP still 
adheres to the Manrist-Lenirrist 
ideology and believes that “capi- 
talism can never be an alternative 
to socialism because it is unable 
to guarantee soda] justice.” 

In bis speech. Dr. Zayadin 
mentioned that die JCP’s goals 


are protecting the political and 
social independence of Jordan; 
human development; protecting 
women's rights, strengthening 
democracy and respecting human 
rights; protecting the environ- 
ment; and supporting the Palesti- 
nian question. 

At the end of his speech. Dr. 
Zayadin called on the third world 
workers and progressives to “un- 
ite in order to face the imperial 
powers that are exploiting them." 

Over a thousand congress dele- 
gates, guests and members of 22 
Arab and foreign delegations 
gathered at the opening session, 
which took ion a festive mood. 

Members of different political 
parties from nine Arab countries, 
including Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain, were represented at the 
conference, as well as representa- 
tives from communists and social- 
ist parties from Korea, Cuba, 
Cyprus and Greece. 

The theme of democracy and 
adherence to socialism was also 
central in other speeches at the 
session. 

“Despite the fall of the Soviet 
Union, our party insists that there 
is no alternative to the Marxist- 
Leninist philosophy,” said Geor- 
gio Antonio, the Cuban ambassa- 
dor to Jordan, who received a 
rousing applause. 

North Korean Ambassador 
Gong Cha said “socialism is still 
the goal of all the progressive 
parties... nothing can stand in the 
face of justice." 

A representative of the United 
Progressive National Alliance in 
Egypt, Abdnl Halim A1 Sheikh, 
delivered a speech on behalf of 
the Arab National ■ Liberation 
-Movement, saying that “holding 
a conference idee this in Jordan is 
a victory for democracy, not just 
in Jordan, but in the Arab World 
as a whole.” 

He added that there should be 
a move to “protect democracy 
from intellectual and material ter- 


Tfae latter theme was sup- 
ported by George Hawi, a mem- 
ber of the Lebanese Communist 
Party, who emphasised that we 
are in a period that needs nation- 
al unity and dialogue. 

“Let the communists, national- 
ists and Islamists and the Arab 
World unite to face the external 
powers who want to destroy 
. them... let democracy decide 
which ideology is the correct one, 
not terrorism and dictatorship.” 
be stressed. 

Member of the Syrian Com- 
munist Party Yousef Faisal deli- 
vered a speech on behalf of the 
Arab communist parties calling 
for unity and democracy among 
the Arabs to face the “imperial” 
threat. 

“The United States," be ex- 
plained, “is supporting conserva- 
tive movements and is utilizing 
Israel, Turkey and to some extent 
Egypt to control the area.” 

Telegrams sent by delegates, 
who were unable to attend, such 
as the Kuwaiti Democratic 
Forum and the American Com- 
munist Party, were either read or 
distributed at the opening ses- 
sion. 

In the next three days, the JCP 
will be discussing their political 
programme, their charter and the 
structure of the party. 

Member of the JCP Laila Naf- 
faa said the JCP expects that the 
congress will pave the way for 
more democratisation in the par- 
ty. 

She said that for the first time, 
the JCP wilt elect its central 
committee without interference 
from the leaders of the party. 

Ms. Naffaa added that there 
win be new feces in the central 
committee and the politburo, but 
she said, the JCP members insist 
on keeping Dr. Zayadin as the 
general secretary. 

In addition, Ms. Naffaa is anti- 
cipating a shift in the JCP’s stand 
on religion,- Arab culture and 
literature. 


st on bail 



de with Iran 


THE GENERAL Assembly of the Jordanian- 
Syrian Maritime Company Wednesday holds a 
meeting in Amman to chart plans for the 
company’s expansion. Topics on the agenda 
included a proposal for the purchase of a third 
cargo vessel before mid-1993 to boost the 




firm’s operations. Discussions covered ship- 
ping operations between the Middle East and 
various International ports and ways to prom- 
ote the services of the company’s two vessels 
which operate between north-western Europe 
and Syrian ports (Petra photo) 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

Sharif Zeid Condoles Turkish envoy JUST to host AAU council meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, accompanied by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Education Minister Thouqan Al 
Hindawi and Minister of State for the Prime 
Ministry Affairs Ibrahim Izzeddin, Wednesday 
visited the Turkish embassy .in Amman. The 
three offered condolences over the death of 
Turkish President Turgut Ozal who died Satur- 
day of a heart attack. 

Jordan celebrates Labour Day May 1 

AMMAN (Petra) — AH ministries, government 
departments and public institutions will be closed 
on May 1 in observance of Labour Day, accord- 
ing to a communique issued Wednesday by Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Under Royal patronage, the 
26th session of the Association of Arab Universi- 
ties (AAU) Council will be held on April 24 at 
the Jordan University of Science and Technology 
(JUST). Taking part in the three-day meeting 
will be presidents of the Arab universities and 
members of the AAU. Participants will discuss 
the activities of the association’s general secretar- 
iat over the past year, recommendations and 
resolutions of the last meeting and the proposed 
plan of action. Participants will also examine 
requests by some Arab universities to join the 
association and wfll discuss a report on the 
activities of the AAU fund for supporting Palesti- 
nian universities. The AAU includes 83 Arab 
universities. 


YIT AT’S GOING ON 


EXK 


☆ Art exhibition e - Legend of Petra 

II” by artist S- ■ • Siosrv ■ at the National 
Gallery for Fin-' 

ft Art exhibition by Zarn and Adrian 

Yahya at the Abdul riaxneed Shoman Founda- 
tion Gallery. 

* Art exhibition by Syrian Artist Lqjaina A1 Ased 
at Baladna Art Gallery. 

* Exhibition of books and educational facilities at 
the International Expo Centre. 

it Exhibition of prints, entitled “Architectural 
Motifs from the Arab World,” by Rima Farah 
at The Gallery, Hotel Jordan Intercontinental. 

* Exhibition of watercolour paintings by Lebanese 
artist Randa Beronti .at Romero Restaurant. 

■* Exhibition of paintings by Hanan A! Dasouqi at 
the Royal Cultnral Centre. 

ft Exhibition of chemical materials and experie- 
ments for school students at the Jordan Uni- 
1 versity of Science and Technology (JUST). 




<r Exhibition of ceramics by Margaret Tadros at 
the Spanish Cultnral Centre, 
ft “Earth Day” exhibition which displays mate- 
rials for teaching children about protecting the 
environment, including pamphlets, videos, soft- 
ware and books at the American Centre. 

THEATRE 

Arabic play entitled “The Dawn and Sunset of 
a-Giri Called Yasmln” at 7 p.m. at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

CONCERT 

Qanun and piano concert by Gamal Abdul 
Mun’em, Hans Lerchbacber and Christian 
Seufert at 8 poo. at the Royal Cultnral Centre. 

FILM 

☆ A 1990 feature film entitled “Reversal of 
Fortune,” starring Glenn Close, id the Amer- 
ican Centre at 5 p.m. (R-raied, III min.) 


group 
arrested 
for thefts 

AMMAN (Petra) — A group of 
17 people have been 
apprehended and charged with 
several robberies and car thefts. 

; in the Amman area, Wednesday. 
Department Director Brigadier 
Abdullah A! Habahbeh, who 
made the announcement, said 
that over the past few months, 
police stations have repeatedly 
; received complaints from the 
public about burglaries and car 
i thefts and subsequent police in- 
j vesti gallons led to the arrest of 
the group. 

Acting on information that 
members of the group had been 
allegedly renting furnished flats 
for short period and then aban- 
doning them, the police said they 
were able to determine that these 
tenants would leave the rented 
homes once their mission had 
been carried out. 

The suspected group used to 
steal electrical appliances, jewel- 
lery and cash from homes which 
they entered by using duplicates 
of various types of keys, in addi- 
tion to stealing cars parked In the 
residential area of Amman, said 
Brig. Habahbeh. 

'Hie group mem here used to 
drive the stolen cars to remote 
areas, where they dismantled 
1 them and sold off their parts, the 
police director said. . 

He said the police have now 
retrieved a large amount of the 
stolen items and have been in 
contact with the owners to iden- 
tify and retrieve them. 

Brig. Habahbeh appealed to 
landlords to refrain from letting 
homes to people without making 
sure of their identities and the 
purpose of renting. 

Mbaideen 
calls for 
protecting 
pan-Arab 
interests 

CAIRO (Petra) : — Jordan 
Wednesday urged Arab countries 
to follow up the successful meet- 
ing of their labour. -ministers- in 
Amman two weeks ago. With 
another success through an Arab 
justice ministers meeting in 
Cairo. 

Voicing Jordan's call Justice 
Minister Yousef Mbaideen said 
the Arab ministers of justice are 
holding meetings amid crucial de- 
velopments- in the region 1 and 
against a backdrop of continued 
inter- Arab differences that 
should end for the sake of safe- 
guarding pan-Arab interests. 

Addressing the opening session 
at the conference Mr. Mbaideen 
said the time has come for the 
Arab Nation to achieve a reunion 
by removing all elements that still 
mar their relations. 

The Arab ministers of labour, 
he said, have carried out their 
task and shouldered their respon- 
sibilities towards their nation, 
and it is hoped that the justice 
ministers would follow suit and 
do their share towards serving 
their nation. 


Seminar 
focuses q 


Businessmen, UNRWA to review 
idea to reduce agency’s deficit 


By Etta NasraBah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — In a bid to help the 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) to reduce the 
deficit in its 1993 fiscal budget, 
the Department of Palestinian 
Affairs at the Foreign Ministry 
will host a meeting today by 
UNRWA officials and repre- 
sentatives of Jordanian business- 
men to discuss the prospect of 
purchasing the agency's needs 
from the local Jordanian markets. 

Should an agreement get 
through, UNRWA would be sav- 
ing a great deal of funds that 
would nave been spent on goods 
bought for the refugees living in 
Jordan from other countries, said 
a department official. 

Such a move and a planned 


transfer of some of the agency's 
departments from its Vienna 
headquarters to Amman* this 
summer would be helpful to UN- 
RWA and make a contribution to 
the agency's efforts to cm ex- 
penses, said the agency official. 

A team from the Vienna head- 
quarters, led by Abdul Ghani 
Khalil, director of management 
and planning, has arrived in Am- 
man for the Thursday talks with 
representatives of the Ministries 
of Industry and Trade and Supp- 
ly, in addition to representatives 
of the Amman Chambers of In- 
dustry and Trade and the depart- 
ment's director Adel Irsheid. 

According to UNRWA Direc- 
tor in Jordan Dennis Brown. “Tbe 
participants will have an in-depth 
evaluation of UNRWA's pro- 


curement programme in the ‘of July this year, 
agency's areas of operation. The Mr. Brown said 
talks aim at exploring the possi- move was aimed ai 
bility of UNRWA depending estimated $28.5 m 
more on the local manufacturing the agency's $300 
plants and suppliers to provide for this year. 


the agency with its requirements 
for materials and supplies.” Mr. 
Brown added. 

UNRWA plans to move its 
head offices in charge of educa- 
tion and finance to Amman as of 
July. 

The move was seen as pan of 
the agency's endeavours to re- 
duce the margin of deficit in its 
budget. 

On April 11, UNRWA said it 
would stan levying token charges 
for health services and pan of 
education services it currently 
offers to the refugees in Jordan as 


Mr. Brown said then, that ihk 
move was aimed at addressing thje 
estimated S28.5 million deficit ih 
the agency's $300 million budget 
for this year. I 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Bef) 


Shaker and Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber voiced Jordan s 
rejection of any move on the para 
of the agency to reduce serritt^ 
to the refugees in the country! 

The agency's measures and its 
delay in meeting the demands <4 
its employees for pay increase^ 
prompted' the staff to stage k 
one-day strike last Wednesday! 

Mr. Brown said the sirikfc 
forced the closure of 201 school 
attended by more than 152,000 
Palestinian students as well as ly 
clinics. - I 


Delegates agree to minimum standards on 
strategies for world human rights meeting 


By Sa’eda Kttani 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Over three consecu- 
tive conferences, representatives 
of international human rights 
organisations set forth their 
efforts to draw up unified 
strategies for the world confer- 
ence to be held in Vienna in June. 
Last week’s conference in Egypt 
disclosed deep-rooted snags link- 
ed mainly to die nature of human 
rights in the Arab World, but, 
according to Jordanian partici- 
pants, they were overcome. 

Although the recommenda- 
tions are as yet unavtilabk, the 
Jordanian delegation summed up 
in a press conference Wednesday 
the main «*n«*ri** encountered 
and tbe achievements of the. 
three-day meeting, held between 
April 10 and 12. 

“It is true that what we were 
aspiring to achieve at an Arab 
level was not fulfilled, but we 
agreed on tbe minimum stan- 
dards required at this stage,” said 


Asma Khader. a prominent lawyer 
and human rights activist. “One 
of the recommendations agreed 
upon dealt with the need to press- 
ure the governments to ratify the 
treaty on banning all sorts of 
discrimination against women.” 

According to Ms. Khader. who 
is a member of the Royal Com- 
mission on Human Rights, the 
last three conferences, held in 
Canada, Tunisia and Egypt have 
been useful in the sense that they 
have provided the chance for all 
parties to get acquainted with the 
main problems and violations of 
human rights in the Arab World 
and at the international level. 

Also, they shed light on the 
sensitive questions that will not 
be addressed on the one hand and 
the problems to be tackled in a 
universal context on the other. 

“Participants voiced their con- 
cern over the non-ratification of 
many Arab countries to interna- 
tional treaties and conventions on 
human rights,” said laywer Haiti 
Al Dahleh. 


“They have also recommended 
that current legislations have to 
be amended in a way to go hand 
in hand with international con- 
ventions,” he added. 

One major obstacle, but at the 
same time an advantage, accord- 
ing to Ms. Khader, might be the 
double or sometimes triple pre- 
sence of organisations represent- 
ing the Arab countries. Libya. 
Sudan, Bahrain, Iraq and Moroc- 
co were each represented by one 
organisation reflecting the gov- 
ernment’s view and another orga- 
nisation voicing the opposition’s 
perceptions. 

“The difference that existed 
between the different parties can 
be considered healthy since we 
can't expect progress in the hu- 
man rights field without accepting 
ideological and political plural- 
ism,” she said. 

But one of the irritating aspects 
of the conference, from the 
Jordanian point of view, was that 
some countries deliberately tried 
to overlook the positive change 


that occurred in Jordan in favour 
of human rights and democracy. 

Also, some participants fejt 
that the issue of lifting the U.Ni- 
imposed embargo on Iraq anji 
Libya was not sufficiently tack- 
led, nor war the issue of political 
prisoners in Iraq, Kuwait and 
Svria. ; 

i 

However, participants trom a|l 
countries agreed to include as •» 
recommendation the condemna- 
tion selectivity and double stan- 
dards in human rights applica- 
tions. j 

They also reached a conser 
on the importance of addressu^; 
environmental problems, includ- 
ing pollution, mismanagement, 
and the export of toxic waste tA 
industrial countries to child worljj 
countries. • 

Participants agreed that gov- 
ern men is should adopt appropri- 
ate policies to combat religious 
extremism, but insisted that this 
policy should be consistent with 
human rights laws. * 


Islamic panel calls for global drug problem meeting 


By Elia Smsnhah 

Jordan Tune* Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The. Amman-based 
Council of Islamic Organisations 
and Societies (CIOS) in Jordan is 
planning to convene an interna- 
tional conference as part of its 
drive to stem the growing danger 
of drug trafficking and drug 
addiction around the world. 

Council Secretary General 
Abdul Latif Subeihi told the Jor- 
dan Times that efforts underway 
to hold the meeting at the highest 
political level so that responsible 
decisions can be taken to help 
countries combat the danger of 
drugs. 

Two previous international 
conferences were held five and 
two years ago in London and 
Islamabad, but most of their re- 
solutions were ignored since they 
were held at the technicians and 
experts levels, Mr. Subeihi said. 

“Our drive to convene this 
conference is to stem the spread 
of drag addiction among stu- 
dents, workers and youths in 
general, which seems to be on tbe 
increase despite individual coun- 
tries’ counter measures,” Mr. 


Subeihi added. 

The council, which was found- 
ed in 1974, issued several appeals 
over the last eight years, urging 
nations to take drastic measures 
against drug traffickers and pro- 
ducers in view of the growing 
threat to die lives of the your.g 
generations, he added. 

According to Mr. Subeihi. the 
council has circulated an appeal 
to various nations through their 
embassies in Amman, or directly 
to the different countries, putting 
forth 11 proposals to deal with 
the drug issue. 

In Amman, the council re- 
quested Parliament to enact leg- 
islation imposing the heaviest 
penalties on those who deal in 
drugs. 

Referring to the earlier 
appeals, Mr. Subeihi said that 
favourable responses came from 
Egypt. Saudi Arabia. Qatar and a 
few other Arab states. 

The council's 11 proposals as 
circulated to embassies in Jordan 
follow: 

1 — Convening an international 
conference to discuss the drugs 
problem with a view to conclud- 


ing an agreement that can help 
stem the spread of narcotics. 

2 — Each country to issue legisla- 
tions imposing the heaviest possi- 
ble penalties on those who deal 
with drugs. 

3— Confiscation of all assets of 
those involved in the drug busi- 
ness. 

4 — Conducting laboratory tests 
on the urine and blood of all 
motorists to ensure that they are 
not drug addicts, and cancelling 
licences of addicts. 

5— — Conducting the same tests on 
each person applying for work at 
any public or private organisa- 
tion. 

6 — Conducting similar tests on 
secondary school and university- 
students as well as workers in 
factories and firms and dismissing 
those taking drugs. 


7 — Allocating big tu;„;;c..i 
awards for those colluOo. 
with the authorities in di>c»*\c* . ,L 
drug traffickers and drug ue.uc. *f 
S — Issuing an international w... 
ing through the L'.N. Swcu..*^ 
Council to all countries g:\m.--.j: 
drug plants or those which 
the traffickers. In the ease or 4 
favourable response, those copt- 
ines should be bovcotteo ee/...J 
mically and polincully. u.*.o 
ed from the United" N-t.o.v: 1 
y — The confiscation ot agi.ea...| 
nil lands grown witr. narootkfc 
plants, and the secure o; J.i u-, i 
used in their cultivation. • « 

10— Exchange or mior.r.ainJ*. 

among various nations concern- 
ing drugs ; 

1 1- - Combatting drug-re ia'.eo op- 
erations o> imposing capita: 
pumsnment on trutticKcrs. i 
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waste 

disposal 

methods 

AMMAN (Petra) — Perhaps one 
of the main challenges facing 
development in Jordan is the 
difficulty in disposing of solid, 
liquid and gaseous waste, accord- 
ing to the Jordan Society for the ' 
Prevention of Environmental 
Pollution (JSPEP). 

The society’s vice chairman, 
Mohammad Masalha, made the 
statement at the opening of a 
one-day seminar, organised at the 
Amman Regency Hotel recently 
bv the JSPEP in .cooperation with 
the Friedrick Naumann Founda- 
tion in Jordan, entitled: “Prob- 
lems of Waste and Proposed 
Solutions.” 

With the increase of urban 
societies, the problem of waste 
continues to grow not only in 
terms of collecting it from homes 
and factories, but also in dispos- 
ing of it, said Dr. Masalha. 

Methods of waste disposal in- 
cluded dumping and recycling, 
but in view of the increasing 
waste, more serious efforts ought 
to be exerted towards utilising 
modern technology in the dispos- 
al of refuse material, he added. 

The JSPEP has adopted plans 
for a public awareness campaign 
on way of reducing the amounts 
of waste or the treatment of waste 
in the safest possible manner. 


May 2 holiday to see 
various sector activities 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will anniversary with a major exhibi- 
t-serve a public holiday Sunday, don of Jordan's historical de- 
May 2, in celebration of His velopmems under the leadership 
M-iesty -King Hussein's 40th of King Hussein with a display of 
anniversary of his assumption of photographs. 
t'* constitutional powers. Meanwhile, the Jordan News 

The anniversary will assume a Agency. Petra. Tuesday began 
spi- -.al significance this year and publishing interviews with heads 
wi.‘ be celebrated in different of secretaries general of political 
parts of the country. parties in Jordan who were asked 

The Ministry of Education to present their views about the 
announced that thousands of anniversary, 
school students will be participat- Among those interviewed 
iiig in a variety of performances Tuesday was Ishaq Farhan. Isla- 
at Al Hnssein Youth City’s mic Action Front Party Secretary 
Palace of Culture. General, who paid tribute to 

A total of 2,200 male and King Hussein's effort over the 
female students will take part in la^t four decades at the domestic, 
these festivities that will include pan- Arab' and international 
national songs presented for the levels. 

first time in Jordan. Tayseer Al Himsi, Secretary 

. Also. 1,550 scouts will present General of Jordanian Arab Baath 
a variety of physical exercises at Socialist Party recalled King Hus- 
thc Youth City Stadium. sein’s nationalist stands and his 

More than 100 Jordanian com- drive to ensure democracy for 
panics plan to mark the Jordan’s citizens. 


Ramtha agricultural service 
centre opens for region 


AMMAN (USIS) — The Region- 
al Agricultural Service Centre 
(RASC) at Ramtha Wednesday 
was formally inaugurated by 
Minister of Agriculture Fayez Al 
Khasawneh and United States 
Ambassador to Jordan Roger 
Harrison at an opening cere- 
mony. 

* The inauguration was attended 
by high-ranking Ministry of Agri- 
culture and ocher government 
officials, as well as by senior U.S. 
embassy staff and a large number 
of concerned citizens and far- 
mers. 

The RASC at Ramtha is one of 


four RASCs constructed and 
equipped with United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) assistance 
along with the main National 
Centre for Agricultural Research 
and Technology Transfer 
(NCARTT) at Baqaa. 

NCARTT has the specific re- 
sponsibility for the identification, 
testing, transfer, and improved 
adoption of technical, manage- 
ment and policy information 
which contributes to the achieve- 
ment of Jordan’s national agri- 
cultural development goals. 


MINISTRY OF PI 81.11' WORKS & IIOI SIM. 

(•« IV F.RNMf.NT TKNJORN t)!RKlTOR4Tt j 

Ministry of Public Works Cr Housing i 

Government Tenders Directorate 
General Tenders Announcement Invitation to i 
Tender No. (47 / 93) 

Firms specialised in computer field with experience in the i 
following areas: : 

a. Open Systems Solution (O.S.I.) i 

b. Multi user environment. i 

c. integration and turnkey projects of electronic data i 

processing centres. ! 

Are invited to submit their proposal according to the! 

following: j 

1. Scope of Project: j 

Computerisation project of TCC _J 

This project aims at the establishment of electronic data" 
processing centre and data network provides computer"? 
and automation services at TCC sites country wide : 
The project is mainly composed of the following (on the i 
basis ot turnkey project): ~ • 

a. Site preparation with all facilities necessary for •• 

computer centres such as security doors, alarm- 
system, fire system, false ceiling., etc. i 

b. Provision and installation of power supply equipment • 

(U.P.S.) and its accessories. ■ 

c. Provision and installation of cooling system. 

d. Construction of data network. ’ \\ 

e. Provision and installation of data communication 

equipment such as modems, multiplexers and local 
area network. i 

f. Provision and installation of electronic data proces-- 

sing equipment, terminals, printers, magnetic tape-’ 
drives, graphic workstations and the required base i 
software. ' 

g. Training of TCC staff. j 

2. Each tender price JD (150) non-refundable. i 

3. Last date for purchase of tender document on Mav?- 
22th, 1993. y < ! 

4. Offers shall be submitted to the Government Tenders 
Directorate before 13:30 local time on Tuesday 22th of ' 
June 1 993. • « 

Chairman, General Tenders Committee? 
Government Tenders Directorate i 
Eng. Basheer Al Jaghbeer 
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Stress takes its toll in Sarajevo 


Reciprocity of verdicts 


THE DECISION by the foreign ministers of the Arab 
parties to the peace process to attend the ninth round of 
bilateral peace talks with Israel on April 27 should take no 
one by surprise. There was never any doubt about the 
willingness of the Arab side to continue the negotiations as 
the Arab governments bad already adopted a strategic 
decision to participate in the peace process according to the 
Madrid formula of 1991. What held up the Arab acceptance 
to proceed to the U.S. capital on April 20, however, were 
several major obstacles that needed removal first. 

The primary reason why the Palestinian and the other 
Arab parties wanted the outstanding problems to be solved 
ahead of the resumption of talks is that the Arabs have been 
very serious about their talks with Israel and wanted to 
make sure that the next rounds were going to be not only 
serious but productive as well. No wonder the Arab final 
wrrd to attend came in the wake of intensive inter- 
P des ti iiian consultations that were conducted on the 
strength of the equally exhaustive inter-Arab discussions on 
how to proceed. The Arab factor naturally played a major 
role in convincing the Palestinians that assurances required 
from the U.S. and Israel were on balance sufficient to enable 
their delegation to go back to the Washington talks. The 
main point, however, is that both Israel and the U.S. should 
be more genuine and accommodating this time around. 
Should this year's efforts by those two sides prove as sterile 
and ineffective as last year’s, then the Arabs would be more 
than justified in concluding that the Israeli government Is 
none too keen on resolving the Arab-Israeli conflict in all its 
dimensions. 

On top of the list of priorities for the Arab side Is the ' 
application of U.N. Security Council Resolution 242 on the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip in addition to its applicability to 
the other fronts. This means that Israel must show by word 
and deed that the principle of exchanging land for peace 
includes a total Israeli withdrawal from the . occupied _ 
Palestinian territories. There is no longer any excuse for 
intermediate solutions to the West Bank and Gaza Strip as 
the recent events in Israel and the occupied territories have 
created a de facto separation between them. Also high on the 
list of confidence-bonding measures that Israel should be 
expected to announce is a swift resolution of the expellee 
issue. As long as this problem is allowed to fester, it is bound 
to undermine the Palestinian desire for participation and 
progress. Since Israel has conceded in principle that the 
repatriation of the Palestinian deportees can and should be 
accelerated, there is no good cause to keep the issue hanging 
ominously over the heads of the delegations next week. - 

The Arab verdict in favour of taking part in the ninth 
round needs to be reciprocated by an equally sober Israeli 
decision to make the climate for conducting the coming 
negotiations that much more, favourable to achieving 
results. This entails easing up the state of siege still imposed 
on the Palestinians under occupation. The forces of modera- 
tion in the occupied territories need to be strengthened, and 
only a lifting of the siege against them can help the 
moderates gain ground. Otherwise Palestinian ranks may 
end up being deeply and dangerously split, something that 
would not augur well for the future of the talks as a whole. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IT LOOKS as though the Israelis and the Americans want to see a 
continued process of negotiations between the Arabs and the 
Israeli’s but with no real progress towards a lasting settlement, 
said Al Ra'i daily Wednesday. American officials have recently 
expressed such a desire when they said that the negotiations 
should not stop but should be a continued process even though no 
progress is in sight, said the paper. It must be affirmed that no 
negotiations, not even mutual recognition by the Arab countries 
and Israel can bring real peace to the Middle East unless national 
Arab interests are safeguarded, continued the daily. It should also 
be pointed out that Washington and Israel seek a kind of peace 
That can be imposed on die Arabs but does not take into 
consideration the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, 
added the paper. Although it is being said that the negotiations 
are based on resolutions 242 and 338, nothing has been achieved 
yet towards real peace since Israel is not interested in peace and 
has to date failed to make any mention of withdrawals from 
occupied Arab lands, the paper pointed out. The Israelis and the 
Arabs might be able to reach an agreement in theory, but the 
struggle cannot end by ink on paper, with no practical moves on 
the ground, the paper stressed. It said more theories can by no 
means end sufferings and the tragedies caused by Israel’s 
occupation and continued aggression. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i daily expressed astonishment at the 
Arab countries excessive zeal towards reaching peace with Israel 
but not over moves to bring about reconciliation among thems- 
leves. It is rather strange to hear Arab League member states 
declare that the time was not ripe yet for ending inter-Arab 
differences, said Tareq Masarweb. The writer said the meetings of 
Arab foreign ministers at the Arab League headquarters in Cairo 
remain meaningless if they are not intended to serve national 
Arab interests. I believe that the Arab ministers met in order only 
to ensure that the process of normalising their countries' relations 
with Israel was proceeding according to plan and that relations 
among Arab countries remain strained, said Masarweh. Those 
Arab officials’ statements that the time has not come yet to end 
inter-Arab differences reflect the stand of lunatics, he added. We 
cannot understand how these Arabs, who are supposedly linked 
by the Arab League Charter can adopt such an attitude at a time 
when solidarity among their countries is most needed, said the 
writer. Masarweh said the Arab countries’ slogans, as they now 
stand, merely say yes to peace with Israel and no to peace among 
Arabs. 


By Mark Heinrich 
• Reuter 

SARAJEVO — Mirko and Rada 
Horvat were lingering on their 
doorstep chatting with neigh- 
bours when a Serb mortar bomb 
landed a few metres away. 

The Horvats* five-year-old son, 
playing nearby, was torn to 
pieces. Mirko and Rada survived, 
but she lost a leg and he lost bis 
mind. 

Horvat, a Croat, marks time 
now in Sarajevo's main psychiat- 
ric ward, suffering from paralys- 
ing melancholy. His crippled wife 
stays with him, so sad herself she 
can scarcely speak. 

They are among the tens of 
thousands of Sarajevo civilians 
who, after a year under a siege 
by Serb artillery and snipers, are ■ 
afflicted by post- traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD). local psychiat- 
rists say. 

Slobodan Lojo, director of 


Kosevo Hospital’s psychiatric cli- 
nic, estimates that 30 to 50 per 
cent of Sarajevo’s 380,000 inhabi- 
tants are suffering from some 
form of the syndrome. 

In the long run, rhe worst 
affected would be the children. 
Dr. Lojo said. 

He said many Sarajevans be- 
gan to have nightmares after the 
“bread queue massacre” in May 
1992. Pictures of mutilated bodies 
strewn across a blood-drenched 
street after a Serb mortar barrage. 
were shown repeatedly on local 
television. 

“We are finding a mental dis- 
order spread through a civilian 
community which, in this magni- 
tude. used to be found only 
among soldiers who served on 
front lines,” said Lilijana Oruc, a 
Kosevo psychiat rist specialising 
in treatment of PTSD. 

She said symptoms recalled the 
agony of American veterans of 


the Vietnam war who could not 
readjust to civilian life at home — 
catatonic fear and depression . 
nightmarish flashbacks and un- 
controllable outbursts of aggres- 
sion in previously even-tempered 
people. 

“We have had cases where 
people so despairing of ever feel- 
ing safe again have just gone 
out to stand in the street waiting 
to be hit by a sniper,” Dr. Oruc 
told Reuters. 

She wants to set up a special 
centre for the rehabilitation of 
Sarajevans unhinged by the siege. 
Those who have already sought 
help represen r only a tiny minor- 
ity, she said. 

“Some people just knock on 
my door.lisking me to come over 
and treat their poor mother,” 
others are prevented from getting 
psychiatric treatment by their 
fear of emerging from homes in 
front-line high rise neighbour- 
hoods menaced by snipers. 


Up to 45 new cases are being 
handled by the Kosevo clinic each 
month, four times the pre-war 
average. Finding beds for the 
seriously disturbed is getting 
more difficult as some patients 
cannot return to homes in embat- 
tled districts. 

About 8,500 people in the city 
.have been killed during the siege 
and 50,000 — 70 per cent of them 
civilians — have been wounded. 

Before the war Dr. Oruc had a 
colleague at Kosevo Hospital 
named Radovan Karadzic, now 
the political leader of the insur- 
gent Serbs. 

Mr. Karadzic is long gone but 
tens of thousands of Serbs who 
did not join his revolt against an 
independent multi-ethnic Bosnia 
still live in Sarajevo, some weath- 
ering the gunfire of their rebel 
compatriots. 

Dr. Oruc says she has treated 
Sarajevo Serbs for PTSD with an 
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Russian market reforms 
destined for more caution 


By Brian Kilien 

Reurer 

MOSCOW — With or without 
President Boris Yeltsin at the 
helm, Russii is destined to steer a 
more cautious course towards a 
market economy. 

Russia's 100 million or so vo- 
ters will will have a chance to 
influence economic reform in a 
referendum on Yeltsin’s policies 
Sunday, but there are signs that 
the wind is already blowing in a 
different direction. 

Russian economists believe 
that even if Mr. Yeltsin wins, 
there will be a more conservative 
approach to the economy. Some 
think whoever rules the Kremlin 
will have to follow the same path. 

“It is wrong to say that without 
Yeltsin, there will be no reform,” 
said Pyotr Karpov, deputy head 
of the Supreme Economic Coun- 
cil, economic think-tank of the 
conservative parliament. 

He told Reuters people were 
no longer prepared to accept 
radical pro-market policies. Last 
year's price liberalisation im- 
poverished millions, and led to 
soaring crime and widespread dis- 
enchantment with the very con- 


cept of a market economy. 

Mr. Yeltsin himself has ruled, 
out a second period of “shock 
therapy", saying it is time to take 
a breather and change pace. 

“The period of reformist 
romanticism is over," Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
told industrialists last week, sig- 
nalling a departure from the poli- 
cies adopted by his predecessor 
Yegor Gaidar. 

Nikolai Vishnevsky, spokes- 
man for former Economics Minis- 
ter Andrei Nechayev, said recent 
cabinet changes reflected the new 
attitude. Mr. Yeltsin this month 
named Oleg Lobov, a moderate 
reformer, as deputy prime minis- 
ter responsible for the economy. 

“These people (Chernomyrdin 
and Lobov) cannot be described 
as 100 per cent conservative. 
They can bring about changes, 
but the tempo may be different.” 
he said. 

Whatever the outcome of the 
referendum, a return to the 
command-administrativ? 
methods of the Soviet er. is 
virtually impossible and ■ 
cated only by a few exirer.v. 

Market reforms have . .i. 
root and Russia now has a 


fill alliance, of emerging entrepr 
reneurs and former, communist, 
industrialists with a vested in- 
terest in developing business 
activity that should rule out turn- 
ing back the dock. 

Some western leaders have de- 
scribed Mr. Yeltsin as personify- 
ing reforms, and the Group of 
Seven leading industrial nations 
has just pledged more than $40 
billion to support the process. 
But Mr. Karpov believes “West- 
ern conventional wisdom” is mis- 
taken. 

“Yeltsin and reforms are not 
synonymous ...defeat for Yeltsin 
can only be positive for the eco- 
nomy,” he said, adding that west- 
ern aid should be linked to re- 
form and not to Mr. Yeltsin. 

The economist said it was 
wrong to impose western econo- 
mic models on Russia, where 
industry iif structured differently 
with businesses intertwined in 
such a way that one bankruptcy 
could have a disastrous knock-on 
effect. 

“Yeltsin has been misled by 
•••.:>ple who do not understand 
: : System ....he said. “Western 
; :J action is more mobile and 
-t ^ apt quickly to market con- 


De Klerk seek-, ceding authority 
to 6 president 9 Mandela 


By Rodney Finder 
Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — Blacks 
still do not have the vote in South 
Africa but in the turbulent after- 
math of the assassination of Chris 
Hani it seemed as though “presi- 
dent” Nelson Mandela had 
already taken office. 

His was the calming voice 
broadcast twice on state televi- 
sion as the, nation rrembled on the 
brink of a race war. 

He sought to reassure whites 
while confronting angry black 
township youths with a message 
of racial conciliation they did not 
want to hear. 

President F.W. De Klerk kept 
such a low profile during the 
deepest national crisis in years' 
that it is being widely said he 
effectively handed over moral au- 
thority to the man he freed from 
27 years in jail for fighting white 
role. 

“This was the week when mor- 
al authority passed visibly from 
the government to the African 
National Congress. It was to Mr. 
Nelson Mandela that the country 
turned...” wrote white liberal col- 
umnist Ken Owen. 


“Power slipped visibly from the 
limp hands at Groote Schuur 
{Mr. De Klerk's residence) to the 
stronger hands at Shell House 
(ANC headquarters).” 

Business Day newspaper, re- 
quired reading for the whites who 
run the economy, said in an 
editorial Mr. De Klerk had be- 
come defensive, preoccupied with 
claims that whites were 
threatened because a black had 
died. 

‘“While the president deploys 
23,000 troops to protect whites, it 
is ANC President Mandela whose - 
utterances are more statesman- 
like.. .(De Klerk) has sadly mis- 
judged the situation.” 

The appearances on state tele- 
vision by both leaders following 
Communist Party leader Hani’s 
assassai nation on* April 10 parti- 
cularly struck many analysts. 

Breaking precedent. Mr. Man- 
dela was twice given prime time 
slots to address the nation. 

“When crises required a 
national figure, it was always the 
white prime minister or presi- 
dent." said media analyst 
Raymond Louw. “This rime, "the 
calming voice throughout was 
Mandela’s.” 


Mr. Mandela stressed repe- 
atedly that while a white man 
killed Mr. Hani. fast action by a 
white witness led to a quick 
arrest. 

Mr. De Klerk appeared twice 
in interviews in which he spoke 
mostly in his native Afrikaans, 
regarded by millions of blacks as 
the language of apartheid oppres- 
sion. ' 

Mr. Louw says apartheid tre- 
ated blacks as inanimate objects 
with no. feelings, to be manipu- 
lated and moved around at will. 

“I don't think white ministers 
are capable of understanding 
black people are people. Their 
anger is boiling. 1 don’t think de 
Klerk has a full understanding or 
realisation of what’s going on,” 
he said. 

Zach dc Beer, leader of the 
liberal Democratic Party, says 
Mr. de Klerk — who overturned 
300 years of white supremacy by 
releasing Mr. Mandela, unban- 
ning black politics and beginning 
the demolition of apartheid — 
has lost his touch. 

“He’s losing confidence. .He’s 
nor as good as he was. He's not 
the formidable person he was,” 
he said. 


The Democratic Party tried in 
vain to persuade Mr. de Klerk to 
suspend parliament Monday for 
Mr. Hani's funeral. The govern- 
ment was not represented at the 
burial or memorial services. 

Mr. de Klerk instead used the 
occasion to warn the nation of 
racial conflict. 

“He goes through phases in 
which he feels loyalty to his tradi- 
tional constituency very strongly. 
It’s bloody silly,” Mr. de Beer 
said. 

“A constituency consisting of 
conservative Afrikaners is of such 
little importance no hard-headed 
politician should pay it any atten- 
tion.” 

Efforts by the National Party to 
win over 18 million first-time 
black rifusu appear ro be largely 
unsuccessful, according to polls'. 

Leaders of the party which 
invented apartheid have been 
quieter lately in assertions it can 
win a democratic election. 

Insiders say the party is deeply 
split between elements who be- 
lieve Mr. de Klerk has “gone 
soft" on blacks and those who 
think the best route for survival 
lies in an alliance with the ANC. 



extra dimension — paranoia ab- . 
out what will befall them after the 

guns fall silent. 

“They ask. 'How can I avoid 
being murdered later by Muslims 
or Croats who lost their whole 
families to Serb nationalists. 
Dr. Oruc said. "They’re afraid 
Sarajevo will not be their home 
anymore." . ... 

The Serb artillery and mortar 
fire that pummelled Sarajevo vir- 
tually without respite for months 
has abated dramatically since a 
U.N. -brokered ceasefire took 
effect on March 28. 

But it is a cruelly deceptive 
calm for Sarajevans who had be- 
come used to the macabre routine 
of shelling that kept mosr bottled 
up indoors, miserable but at least 
relatively safe. 

Now, residents lured outside 
by spring sun must beware of 
snipers opening up at any mo- 
ment from invisible perches in 
Serb-occupied apartment blocks. 

Five minutes before the 
Tenuous ceasefire took effect, a 
mortar bomb hit an intersection 
opposite a popular restaurant, 
killing four people. Snipers have 
wounded dozens more since. 

Those Sarajevans who can pay 


the astronomical petrol prices of 
wartime drive at breakneck speed 
on exposed streets to avoid snip* 
era. endangering pcdewriafts and 
adding 10 ihc inescapable pall of 
peril and pressure that cloaks the 

C,I * 5 *\Var changes, to peace and 
hack to war from one day. or one 
hour, to the next. It disturbs us 
verv deeply." said 23»>ear-otd j 
J asniina Sljivt*. a widowed Mus- ▼ 
lim mother of three. 

A sniper cut down her husband - 
last June. Her parents and 
brother were arrested soon after- : 
wards in the Serb-held suburb - 
where they lived and she hasn't 
heard from them since. 

Ms. SIjivo had herself admitted 
w the Kosevo ward after swal- 
lowing acid in an abortive suicide 
attempt. 

“For most Sarajevans, this ml : 
been a primarily psychological^ 
war against civilisation." said Dr. 
Oruc. whose city once exempli- 
fled ethnic co-existence and ^ 
cosmopolitan culture in old Y ugos* ; 

lavia. ^ . : : 

“I’m very concerned that many 
people here won't be able to rm». ■ 
their lives and cope with normal'*: 
daily stress after the war cnds.’’ j 


ditions, but our industry .is like an. 
elephant”.,.. t ^ l? , 

Sergei Stankevich, an adviser 
to Mr. Yeltsin, said the future of 
reform was closely connected to 
the president’s fate, but other 
forces were capable of bearing 
responsibility for reform. 

If Mr. Yeltsin were to be 
ousted, much would depend on 
his successor. The most likely 
candidate is Vice President Alex- 
ander Rutskoi. a conservative re- 
former and opponent of the pre- 
sent radical privatisation prog- 
ramme. 

Mr. Rutskoi appears to follow 
the parliament's line on most 
issues, with a strong emphasis on 
controlled moves towards a mar- 
ket economy, social security and 
anti-corruption. 

A Rutskoi presidency would 
probably sweep from the cabinet 
key liberal members, and there 
would be a watering down of 
some policies, especially priva- 
tisation. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin also 
favours controlled reforms and 
greater support for agriculture 
and industry to cope with infla- 
tion, officially estimated at 2.600 
per cent last year. 


Not all thorns for us 

To the Editor: 

I very much enjoyed the Diary published in the Jordan Times 

Weekender of April 15, 1993. . , - 

I think the presentation of news reporting as well as the analysis 
of events offered to the Jordan Times icadcn «. 

I With regard to Jordan Times criticising the U.S. poll xv, this u 
fully warranted as the U.S. has never deviated, since 1947. fi«un 
supporting Israel militarily, financially and in the international 
forums. One should just remember how many times tne U.S. 
exercised the right of veto in the United Nations Security Council 
to deadlock any action taken by the latter against Israel s inhuman 
treatment of the inhabitants of the occupied Arab territories. 

In the same issue of the above-mentioned Weekender, there 
was published, by a happy coincidence, a review of the "ex- 
traordinarily revealing book" titled “The Passionate Embrace 
by the well-known American politician and writer George Ball 
and his son Douglas. The book is a scaring criticism of the U.S. s ' 
partial policv towards and unwavering attachment to Israel, the 
authors go further than that for they "trace the cooperation of 
successive American administrations to Israel s subservience 
through each of the presidents since 1947." So no one could 
blame the Jordan Times for its criticism of the U.S. policy, if the 
case warrants it. towards the Palestinians in particular and the 
Arabs in general. 

At the same time, the Arabs cannot be exonerated from blame 
and should be subjected to harsh criticism for (heir inactivity, 
disunity and divisiveness. The Arabs should permeate American 
public opinion in the U.S. by intense publicity in all forms of 
media to explain the justness of the Arab and Palestinian causes, , 
TTiis should primarily, be the business of the Arab-Amcrican. 
organisations such as the American-Arab anti-Discrimination* 
Committee (ADC) and the Arab Institute working in the Unite# 1 
States. To help those organisations' rn their noble efforts, the 
Arabs should be generous in their financial contributions to them. 

I wish to take this opportunity to state frankly that the Jordan 
Times news reporting and its objective analysis of internal 
matters, as well as of events occurring in Jordan or elsewhere in 
the world, are most informative and enlightening and I often fail, 
to find them in any weekly, daily newspaper or magazine. 

I am confident that the Jordan Times will keep up the" excellent 
fine of journalism whether on the international or internal pljne. 
Your staff deserve encouragement and moral reward for the 
meritorious job they are doing. 

Pascal E. Kanin, 
Amman. 

Expensive letters 

To the Editor: 

Recent suggestions of improvements to the postal services could 
start with the supplying of more post-boxes all over the city. 
On April 14, 1 posted six letters in my usual green box bv the 

r^ e i nth t C,rC o at 7:45 a a *° thal the y w °uld be collected at the . 
regular time, 9 a.m. At 12:30 p.m., the same day. I returned with 

0n y XO A ^ d - lhe box S° ne and a heap of rubble in 
haT J™f?L # ^°L °, n y 11 lak . e mc considerable time and 

rv^t d r?«: 0the i ° n f w,thout re sorting to a taxi-ride to 
the Bayader post office, but I wonder if my six airmail letters, 

I C L ver rrach their destination. 

J son L eone . fro l m ,he P°st office administration 

the bM and if ■*<» were 

COu,d m ore post-boxes be installed? Removing 
raused considerable inconvenience to many 
more people besides myself. What was the reason? 

is ^bo^thev any *!? dy a different area where there • • 

58-? as i 

SEl '° ,p “ ofr, “ Md I— 

Chris Larter, 

P.O. Box 140508, : 
Amman. 
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To the Editor: 

oWtuaries. thnIICd *° ^ my namc " n April 21 ' ] " 3 ' between the 

Jd r T& f r,h= s you[ thoueh ' wa '™ | ™ r »» 

birth £ 

Randa Berouti, ~ 

. Amman. 

readers on anj^bjwt^TudthV^ an ? ^tnbntions from its 
publication, however, shouldlonSi “ ,tendorf fyr 
preferably address as well J? n£a/n f * e wnfCf s MU name and 
request and under special w,cW * eW oni y upon 

editing. The newsp^^ r Lette ^ s 3/0 subject to 
manuscripts. ot re ^ x>ns/b/ * for the return of unused 
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Society in supposedly \ fundamentalist ? Sudan is more open than ours ( ex 

: — cJDiart 


Turabi: Islam not against cultural integration; 
closed tribal tradition is the problem 
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By Sana Atiyeh 

The writer has just returned from a week-long visit to 
Sudan. Here are impressions about her visit to that 
Arab African state. 


EXPECTATIONS were 

different than the reality as I 
saw it in Khartoum. The first 
impression as our small bus 
drove through the Sudanese 
capital was that of surprise 
for many of us from the press 
ream visiting this country for 
the Erst time. The capital on 
one very hot afternoon re- 
sembled rural Africa, where 
only the main streets were 
paved. Dozens of men, 
women and children were 
seen packed into windowless 
wooden buses and pickup 
trucks being transported 
from one place to another. 

It also' came as a surprise 
and a relief for some of us to 
rind a number of Sudanese 
women, whose beauty was 
sometimes beyond descrip- 
tion, whose heads were un- 
veiled in public. 

The first misconception 
some of us had about Sudan 
was erased from our minds: 
The misconception that the 
Islamic “ fundamentalist ” 
regime imposed the veil, or 
“tobe", on women. I was told 
that the regime two years ago 
bad apparently tried to im- 
pose the tobe — a traditional 
Sudanese Indian-sari-like 
cloth wrapped around the 
woman from head to toe. 

Young vigilante men had 
tried to harass Western- 
clothed women into covering 
their hair, but their insistence 
on choosing their own dress ' 
led the government to order : 
the vigilantes to stop their 
activities. But most of the 
women who wear the tobe do 
so more out of tradition than 
anything else. 

Though the Sudanese peo- 
ple are religious in nature. 
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their tolerance of others and 
different practices appeared 
high. Sudanese men, from 
Hassan Turabi (probably the 
most powerful man in Sudan 
today) to Sheikh Ibrahim 
Mohammad Osman of the 
Sufi Burhani “Tariqa ” (way) 
and down to the man on the 
street , shake bands with 
women — a gesture non- 
existent among the religious 
in Jordan, for instance. This 
may be a small example of 
the Sudanese-style Islam , but 
it is also evidence of their 
progressive thinking. 

Perhaps it is the ways of 
the mainstream Islamists in 
Jordan and Palestine that 
gave us the idea that Sudan 
would resemble a state-run 
version of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. The superGdal 
social priorities of the Muslim 
Brotherhood inside or out- 
side our parliament — such' 
as segregating the sexes at 
schools and recreational cen- 
tres. preventing lathers from 
seeing their daughters during 
school activities . banning 
male hairdressers, and suing 
a woman for blasphemy be- 
cause she interpreted verses 
of the Koran differently than 
the sheikhs — are actually 
seen as backward by promin- 
ent Muslim leaders in Sudan. 

Dr. Turabi, who left quite 
an impression on some of us, 
blamed the suppression of 
women's freedoms on be- 
douin and tribal thinking, 
rather than on Islam. In fact, 
he told this journalist and two. 
others during an interview m 
his office that Islam liberated 
women, and segregation was 
not part of the religion. Men 
and women prayed together 
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Christians gather outside St. Matthew's 
Cathedral for Easter Sunday mass 




God's Peoples: Covenant And Land In South 
Africa, Israel and Ulster 

By Donald Harman Akenson 

Cornell University Press, Ithaca, NY 1992, $29.95 

Tnis is an eccentric addition to the growing comparative 
literature on South Africa , Israel and Northern Ireland. 
While Akenson refers in passing to a few of the other works 
in this field, in practice he pays little attention to them. In 
fact, a naive reader might imagine that Donald Akenson 
was the first person to have had the idea of comparing the . 
siege metnality of Afrikaners, Ulster Protestants and 
Israeli Jews. But in any event, his approach has little in 
common with other writers who have made this compari- 
son. such as Michael MacDonald. This is partly because the 
book is less an analysis of the siege mentality of the 
dominant communities than a celebration of it through an 
emphatic narrative of the histories of the three peoples. If 
Akenson has an intellectual mentor, it is Conor Cruise 


in the mosques and worked 
together during the Prophet 
Mohammad’s days , he 
stressed. 

This world-renowned Isla- 
mic leader toid us that 
women could not be suppres- 
sed under Islamic tenets and 
that they have a lot to give to 
society and in the workplace. 

In the hour-long interview, 
where he outlined his phi- 
losophy. Dr. Turabi insisted 
that women have rights that 
have to be protected, and 
that men do not have a 
monopoly over Islam. He 
said that any Muslim woman 
has the right of “ ijtihad ” 
(interpretation) of the Koran 
— something rejected by fun- 
damentalist Muslims. 

Women politicians in 
Sudan’s Islamic ''fun- 
damentalist" government are 
also trying to rid their coun- 
try of some African tradition- 
al habits that degrade girls 
and women. Circumcision of 
girls, for example ; is conde- 
mned as “backward” by the 
regime. and women activists 
are trying to promote wide- 
spread education of the girls. 

Today, the majority of the 
student body at Khartoum 
University are girls. ■ 

Perhaps it is such ideas that 
have gained Dr. Turabi so 
much support from the 
women who. have embraced 
the retigion based on convic- 
tion -(as is required in Islam) 
rather than being coerced 
into it. 

Dr. Turabi, who is very 
unpopular in the West and 
accused of being a repressive 
“evil” fanatic (a quality that 
.seems very far-fetched when 
listening to him), talked ab- 
out utilising Islam for econo- 
mic progress, productivity, 
self-sufficiency, cultural and 
artistic development, and so- 
cial justice. “ This is real 
socialism,” he insisted as he 
talked about the equal distribu- 
tion of. wealth required in 
■.one of the pillars of Islam, 
the Zakat , where a percen- 
tage of profits is distributed 
among the needy. But the 
Muslim scholar admitted that 
his philosophy and program- 
me. which he described as a 
“ new model of Islam. ” would 
be difficult to expand since it 
'would have emerged from a 
country like Sudan, where 
the infrastructure is lacking 
and the civil war ih the south 
had drained the country’s re- 
sources. 

Thm Christianas 

I met the first southern 
Sudanese Christian at the 
Sudanese ambassador’s resi- 
dence in Amman the day 
before we travelled to Khar- 
toum on a government-spon- 
sored trip. He is the labour 
minister who was attending 
the recent Arab Labour 
Ministers ’ Conference in 
Amman. The minister told us 
in his unusual Arabic accent 
bow the Pope, who visited 
Khartoum earlier this year; 
was at first taken by surprise 
when be knelt down to kiss 
bis cross. 

The impressions I had in 


Khartoum regarding the 
Christians might have dif- 
fered from some of my col- 
leagues. 

After reading press reports 
that the Christians were 
oppressed by the regime and 
forced into converting to 
Islam, I woke up at 5:30 a.m. 
«ro catch the early Easter Sun- 
day mass at St. Matthew’s 
cathedral — a large Catholic 
Church — near the Nile. 
Along with another journal- 
ist, a photographer and a 
Japanese television crew ; we 
sneaked out of the hotel be- 
fore the other journalists and 
our Information Ministry 
guides had woken up. For 
where else can one get the 
Christian side of the story? 

The bells rang for the 7 
a.m. Arabic-language mass. 
The singing of the people 
inside the church made me 
feel emotional indeed. Their 
hallelujahs and the sparkling 
eyes of the young singing girls 
were full of life and soul as 
they swayed to the music 
coming from two electric 
guitars and the beats of bar- 
rel-looking drums echoing 
through the high-ceilinged 
cathedral, which had a large 
statue of Christ on the cross. 

- Hundreds of well-dressed 
people waited outside for the 
English mass to begin as a 
sudden sandstorm swept 
* through the grounds of the 
church. Trying to raise my 
.voice above the howling 
wind, I began talking to some 
young men standing near the 
back entrance of the cathed- 
ral. I started to ask questions. 
I spoke in English and they 
assumed 7 was American. I 
did not refute their guessing, 
hoping they would be more 
comfortable and honest in 
answering some of my ques- 
tions if they believed I was a 
Western Christian. I wanted 
to know if they faced discri- 
mination as Christians from 
the south. 

Many of them , whose 
names varied from James to 
John to Dominique, began 
speaking at the same time. 
James, a student of philoso- 
phy at Khartoum University, 
was aggressive. He asked 
what sort of picture I had in 
mind in portraying the 
Christian community. I said I 
just wanted to hear their side 
.jof the story and that I would 
relay as honestly as possible 
what I was told. 

One of the men said ” you 
can see for yourself that we 
come here to pray as we 
wish.” Religious worship is 
not the problem. The prob- 
lem to him ■ was unemploy- 
ment and the unbearable liv- 
ing conditions in the camps 
for the displaced just outside 
Khartoum. “All of us came 
from the south to escape the 
civil war and poverty.” he 
said. “Unfortunately, the 
poverty followed us here. ” 

James, the other man, in- 
tervened, saying in perfect 
English: “You have to under- 
' stand that the civil war is not 
a religious war, it's an ethnic 
war that started with the in- 
dependence of Sudan from 
British rule. ” 
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O’Brien, whose fulsome praise for the book adorns the 
dust-jacket. 

Akenson argues that each of the societies was profoundly 
influenced by the religious notion of a covenant with God 
and that this underpinned a perception of themselves as a 
chosen people, different from other peoples. This idea has 
some force and is helpful in illuminating the attitudes of the 
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three peoples at various junctures, particularly when 
circumstances have favoured the dominant community. It 
is of much less use in understanding the current situation in 
the three societies. While Akenson is right to underline the 
role that the culture and the ideology of the dominant 
community have played in the political development of the 
three societies, his emphasis on one central idea underesti- 
mates the divisions that have existed in the dominant 
communities in the past. Akensrn writes well and this is an 



Dr. Hassan Turabi outlines his philosophy 


I was surprised to hear him 
voice the same views of the 
officials we had met through- 
out the week. All officials, 
Muslim and Christian, whom 
we met spoke about religious 
tolerance and freedom of 
worship in Sudan. The depu- 
ty speaker of the “transition- 
al parliament,” Aldo Ajo 
Deng . who does not even 
speak Arabic, told us (in 
English) the same story,' 
adding that his main political 
aim was to bring the civil war 
to an end and feed the people 
of southern Sudan. We were 
told that the civil war was 
political, ethnic and tribal, 
but not religious. And here I 
was hearing the same story 
from James and his fellow 
worshippers. 

The other surprise came 
when we discovered that gov- 
ernment departments and in- 
stitutions were not working 
because of Easter Sunday, 
and many shops were closed 
that day. 

So why did I find some- 
thing different than I ■ ex- 
pected and read in the 
medh ? Is ir because Sudan is 
following Islamic rule that 
the West and our local “intel- 
ligentsia” believe it is back- 
ward and repressive? Is it 
because Islam's picture has 
taken the form of people like 
Egyptian Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman or the late 
Ayatollah Khomeini, or even 
some of our parliamenta- 
rians? Is this why some of us 
k ave concluded that this is 
what Islam is all about, and 
therefore the entire Sudan 
looks like all the extremists 
put together? Or is it because 
minorities in many Arab 
countries are allied with their 
regimes for mutual interests 
that Sudan appears to be 
suppressing its minority 
Christians? 

One week in Khartoum, of 
course, is not enough to get 
the entire and real picture of 
Sudan’s political and social 
structure. It is very compli- 
cated; yet it seemed so sim- 
ple. for the people are very 


simple and modest human 
beings. But what I witnessed 
and heard may be different 
from what some of my col- 
leagues on the trip might 
have seen. There were de- 
finitely Christians . or 
women, or just Sudanese 
Muslim men, who had their 
grievances and were dissatis- 
fied with the current situation 
in Sudan and were unhappy 
under the regime of Omar 
Hassan Al Bashir, who took 
power in a military coup in 
1989. 

I heard opposition political 
leaders complaining about 
the regime, saying it had 
brought an economic disaster 
and political dictatorship to 
the country. I heard a taxi 
driver going as far as wanting 
(former dictator) Ja'far 
Numeiri back in power and 
hoped for American in- 
tervention in Sudan as in 
Somalia, thinking they could 
alleviate the high cost of liv- 
ing, unbearable to most in 
Khartoum. 

But the one week in Khar- 
toum showed me a simple yet 
warm, generous and beauti- 
ful people, enough to make 
the rest of the Arabs look less 
beautiful, more selfish and 
simply busy running after 
material gains. The rich and 
poor share the same kind of 
qualities and open their 
homes to each other and to 
their visitors, be they large 
houses or small shacks. 

The week in Khartoum 
showed me incredibly edu- 
cated and intellectual young 
men and women. It showed 
me progressive and highly- 
developed minds despite the 
primitive infrastructure. It 
showed me a people who are 
not materialistic and who 
love their country, regardless 
of their political views and 
religious and/or ethnic back- 
ground. It showed me that 
the goodness of the Sudanese 
people is an example that the 
rest of us Arabs should 
follow. 

Photos by Sana Atiyeh 


enjoyable book to read. However, readers should be 
warned that the book contains a number of minor errors of 
fact and some misconceptions. 

Akenson attempts to derive prescriptions for Western 
policymakers from the conventional mindset of the domi- 
nant communities. In particular, he suggests that externa/ 
pressure on the dominant communities is likely io be 
counter-productive. This is hardly an original idea, but ir is 
also a distinctly odd judgment to maintain in the light of 
recent developments in the three societies. 

A decade or more ago, a book Durponing to haw found 
a significant key to the intransigence and unflexibiliry of the 
dominant communities in Israel. South Africa and North- 
ern Ireland might have seemed highly pertinent. That is no 
longer the case . One does not have to be particularly 
sanguine about the future prospects of any of these 
societies to arrive at the harsh conclusion that this is a book 
behind its times — Middle East International. 

Adrian Guelke 


COLLECTIVE EFFORT IN NERM'S ABSENCE: Ser- 
mecn Murad, the Diary’s regular writer, is on a pleasure- 
business trip to Washington at the present. Everybody at 
the Jordan Times, or literally everybody, wanted to 
substitute for her in writing this column. The following can 
therefore only be a collection of anecdotes and stories 
collected by staff members in her absence. Political stories 
have been in short supply this week, but we hope that at 
least the Dairy’s inimitable style is maintained in abund- 
ance. Form could be more important than substance in 
extreme cases. 
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'FIT TO PRINT’ OR ‘ SOUR UR. APES’: An Arabic 
language weekly tabloid appears to have bitten off more 
than it can chew by suggesting in its latest issue that a 
University of Jordan poll of voting trend* in Jordan could 
have been financed by Israelis. “Who financed the survey 
of the L/niversify of Jordan's strategic centre and what are 
its objectives' , ”scrcamed an eight column, colour headline 
in the April 15 issue of Akbar Al Usboua. In its opening 
paragraph, the story (which was not bylined) said: “The 
Jordanian public has been shocked to learn that an 
American institution, funded by World Zionism, has been ; 
interfering in Jordanian domestic affairs under ‘academic 
cover. ’ This institution aims at infiltrating out s*nct} in an 
attempt to familiarise itself with the Jordanian way of 
thinking prior fo destroying its fabric, through the publica- 
tion of incorrect information and faisc and suspicious 
material. The institution hopes this move (the suney) 
would lead to the next step of shaking the country's st via/ 
and national stability and security — an objective which 
Washington, employing military techniques and nasal 
forces now laying seige ro the porr of Aqaba, has so far 
failed to achieve.” The unnamed American organisation 
which was alleged to have sponsored the opinion poll is 
none other than the National Endowment For Democracy, 
which is an autonomous institution funded by the L’.S. 
Congress. Media pundits in Jordan who know the facts 
believe that the story' was prompted nor by political 
motives, but by a glaring omission in the finding of the poll 
— that the publisher of the magazine, a multi-millionaire 
member of parliament . Issa Raimouni. was nor listed as a 
likely deputy to be reelected in the next parliamentary 
elections slated for the fall. Up in arms over the tabloid's 
allegations, the university is seeking legal recourse for what 
it views as a flagrant neglect of responsible reporting. 
Freedom of the press and democracy are not licences for 
slander, angry university officials say. Is our society to be 
subjected to the frustrations, whims and gut-reactionisms 
of newspaper owners? one of them asked. Jordanian courts 
will soon have their say on the issue. In the meanwhile 
though, we can be sure' if Mr. Raimouni s paper loses the 
case, its owner and publisher will have no problem in 
paying the damages. The Rupert Murdoch of Jordan is 
about to be raked over the coals. 
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WOMEN JOURNALISTS ON TOP: Some journalists are 
capable of challenging even nature’s rules in order ro 
ensure that their competitors don’t get an edge over them. 
Or at least that is how it appeared in the late hours of 
Tuesday evening outside the closed doors of the Amman 
InterContinental Hotel’s rooftop restaurant where Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat was huddled for nine hours with 
Palestinian negotiators trying ro convince them to return to 
the negotiating table with the Israelis. /Verves were 
expectedly on edge among the journalists who eagerly 
waited outside. No-one obviously knew what was going on 
inside and everyone patiently waited for the meeting to 
end. expecting Chairman Arafat to make an announce- 
ment, which never happened anyway. At one point during 
that meeting , however. Palestinian Ambassador ro Jordan 
Tayyeb Abdul Rahim emerged from the room to answer 
...well... nature’s call for a “p’\ and entered the mens 
room. Ir was a golden opportunity for the male journalists 
to follow him into the toilet ro get some insight into what 
was going on inside the Crown Patisserie. But. as it turned 
out, they did not reckon with the dererminaf/on of a female 
journalist who was nor ready yet ro allow r he males to 
scoop her. The lady moved in fast . Nocked the dtk >r to the 
men’s room and declared: " Either we all go in or nobodv 
does. ” In the end of course this was the biggest of all 
scoops. 


CHEB AT JERASH?: Rai fans are anxiously waiting to 
rock at the ancient theatres of Jerash this summer. There 
are unconfirmed reports of ongoing negotiations between 
the Jerash Festival Committee and the internationally- 
renowned Algerian singer Cheb Khaled. who. according ro 
a Newsweek story last week, had Egyptian “girls in' the 
veils really getting it on. ” ro perform at the festival this 
summer. The Cheb (which means youngmjn in Arabic), 
whose song “Didi” gave him a push to seii his 4.5 million 
records succeeded in getting the young across the globe, 
eastern and western . to rock to his Rai (opinion Ymusic 
promoting “simple pleasures. ” as Newsweek put it. But his 
opinionated music, which can be heard blasting at parties in 
mostly affluent Wesf Amman, has drawn fury from strict 
Arabs and Muslims across the world. Those fundamental- 
ists, as they may be called, question why Cheb Khaled's 
music, who has been screaming his rai for years, onlv 
became famous in the west, and'iherefore in the east, only 
recently after the fad of " fundamentalism " became a hot 
issue. In any case, it is difficult for some of the religious to 
swallow Khaled’s lyrics which they fear could mess up their 
teenage kids’ morality. How could a sheikh, for example, 
accept an Arab singing a song about a drunken lover who 
tells his girl, ‘Td like ro kill your husband to hear vour 
steps” as he did in his hit. “ Liah , Liah ?“ But. ir ’goes 
without saying, the singer's fans get so big a kick out of his 
music that they are willing to risk anything to listen to him. 
Khaled’s fans in Jordan — there are so many small kids and 
teenagers who simply adore his beat — would love to hear 
that Jerash will host him at this year's festival. Never mind 
the heavy cost to the budget (some say $55,000 is needed to 
bring him here). Cheb Khaled's music will definitely attract 
thousands of people, especially the voung . from across the 
Kingdom. But there is probably no heed for the religious ro 
worry about their children attending his concen(s). Thev 
probably would not even understand what he is singing 
about. Khaled's words are Jibberish at best: His language is 
a mix of North African Arabic. French, Spanish and 
Catalan. Y'es, Cara/an. 
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Heavy Windows 


By Jean-CZavcffe Ellas 

The MS-DOS — Microsoft Disk Operating System — 
programme that allows a person to use, manage and 
control an IBM compatible PC (personal computer) has 
always come under criticism for being unfriendly and 
difficult to use, more particularly when compared to the 
Apple Macintosh system. While data processing profes- 
sionals have been more than satisfied with it. especially 
with its last and powerful release , named version 5.0 , the 
vast majority of users are still lured with envy to the 
Macintosh brother, without however being willing to give 
up on the IBM compatible. Then Microsoft introduced the 
now famous Windows environment. With it, the PC user 
was offered the best of both worlds: the MS-DOS and a 
Macintosh-like system. Details of the features and advan- 
tages of both have been previously discussed in this 
column. 

The point is that Windows works as a graphic program- 
me. Whatever you are doing, typing a letter for instance, 
the text is treated by the computer as a drawing rather than 
as typed characters. The obvious advantage is that you can 
easily — though not always quickly — modify the character 
attributes (size, style, ... etc.) and actually see the effect of 
the modifications on the monitor. The major drawback is 
that the PC must redraw the screen, partially or complete- 
ly , after each change. Even screen scrolling, moving the 
display up and down , causes a redrawing. This continuous 
redrawing makes for a relatively slow display that can be 
quite annoying at times, especially if the contents of the 
screen are complicated, like a mixture of text and heavy 
graphics. 

Windows is also memory hungry and requires big and 
fast hard disks. The programme itself is large. In addition, 
it uses a “ virtual memory ” process which takes part of the 
hard disk and books it as a memory-like area. This reduces 
the actual available disk space. Windows also allows the 
shuttling between several programmes without the need to 
close one before going to the other, as it would be the case 
under regular MS-DOS. This feature , one of Windows 
major selling points, puts a lot of stress on all the 
computer's vital points: Memory, processor and disk access 
time. 

What the user sees in the end is a system which brings 
many invaluable features , user-friendliness and ease of use, 
but drastically reduces the PCs overall speed. Even a 
486-66 machine, the fastest available on the market today. 



doesn't seem fast enough when running Windows with- all 
its possibilities. Naturally the industry proposes several 
add-ons to help compensate for this weakness. 

First of all, a big and fast hard disk is a must. Capacity 
less than 120 MB (megabyte or million characters) is not 
recommended, while 200 to 300 MB is preferable. Access 
time should be in the range of 16 ms (milliseconds) or less. 
Hard disks with 11 ms speed are commercially available 
now. Die hard disk controller can be of two types: IDE or 
SCSI , the latter performing better. The PC should have 8 
MB or more of centra/ memory. 

The hard disk and the memory questions are nothing 
when compared to the monitor's (screen) speed problem. 
Screen performance depends , mainly, on electronic circuits 
called! the display controller (DIC), inside the PC. Die 
DIOs board plugs in the PC's section called a Bus. It is 
therefore possible to boost the screen's speed and enhance 
Windows overall performance by changing the DIC and/or 
the Bus. Instead of the now standard SVGA display 
controller, manufacturers offer special boards called Win- 
dows Video Accelerators, that increase die monitor's speed 
by 10 to 30 per cent. PCs equipped with a “Local Bus” have 
also shown substantial speed increase compared to the 
standard ISA Bus. The major problem with both Video 
Accelerators and Local Buses is precisely the fact that they 
are non-standard items that can lead to unexpected 
problems or incompatibility with some programmes or 
hardware devices. 

The best and most elegant solution is in the EISA Bus. It 
is a well recognised industry standard, works at full 32-bit 
power (ISA works at 8-bit) and doesn't require gadgets to 
operate. Currently, few PCs are made with an EISA Bus 
and they remain expensive. The demand , however, be- 
cause of Windows and other graphic programmes, is on the 
increase and prices should start to chop. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 
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By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


HUMOROUS QUOTATIONS 

Wife 

A WIFE made to order can 't compare with a ready maid. 

A FAIR WIFE without a fortune is a fine house without 
furniture. 

BEHIND every man with pull is a woman with’ push. 

HIS WIFE not only edited his works but edited him. 

A WIFE is not only to be chosen by the eye only. Choose 
a wife rather by your ear than your eye. 

HOWEVER careful a man is. his wife always finds out 
his faults. 


LETS SAY IT IN ARABIC 

On the plane 

— Good morning , sir. Would you like a newspaper? 

Sabah et-khair ya sayyedi. Bidek jareeda? 

— Yes, please. The Times. 

Na'am, min fadlik. Bidee jareedit el-Times. 

■ — Certainly sir. Here you are. And how about you 
madam? 

BikoU ta’keed . sayyedi. Hadi Jareedit el-Times. Wa’antiya 

sayyedati , ash bkMd? 

— Well, ha ve you gt >f it copy of A / Mar'a ? 

Hassanan, endik noskha min majattet Al Mara ’a? 

— If you wait a moment. I'll get it for you? 

Istanni lahza laoima ajeeb’ha. 

— That's very kind of you. Thank you so much. By the 
way, when do we arrive in London? 

Hada karam min’nik. Shukran jazeelan. Ala fikra, meta 

nassel Ua London? 

— Within four hours from now. 

Fee, kbilal arba saat minel-aan. 
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STRANGE BUT TRUE 
THE LARGEST number of children produced by one 
mother is sixty-nine. 

SHEEP were first introduced into the United States in 
1609. 

THE HIGHEST recorded live weigh for a turkey is 
sixty-four pounds. 

THE BONES of a pigeon weigh less than its feathers. 
OFTEN a' duck swims while sleeping. 

THE “FUNNY BONE" is not a bone, it is a nerve. 
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JOKES 

A SENATOR was speaking in a mental institution. During 
the talk, an inmate called out: "Lousy. ” Later, he shouted 
a little louder: "Lousy . " Then he got really loud: “Lousy!” 
The senator said to the superintendent; "Can’t you keep 
that man quiet? This is very annoying.” 

"Are you kidding?” he said, "ft's the first intelligent 
word he's spoken in ten years!” 

•fir fr 'Sr # 

EMPLOYER : Where have you been? 

LABOURER : Having a haircut. 

EMPLOYER: You can V ha ve your hair cut on my time. 
LABOURER: Why not? It grew on your time!! 


A LITTLE BOY asked his friend, “ How is it your hair is 
black, while your sister's hair is brown?” 

“Well. ” replied the friend. "My sister was bom after my 
mother dyed her hair brown!” 
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BANK OF KNOWLEDGE . 

1. What is the difference between: 

(a) slander and libel 

(b) tombola and tombolo? 

2. What ' does a cardiograph register? 

3. What was the testudo — or tortoise — that the Romans 
used when they besieged a city? 

4. What kind of weather does an anti -cyclone usually 
bring? 

5. Complete this weather lore saying: "A red sky at night is 

6. What would you expect to find in a phial? 

7. What is wrong about this statement: "TIN PAN 
ALLEY is a street noted for the sale of cooking 
utensils ”? 

8. How docs a periscope work? 


HAPPY DREAMS! 

LOTTERY: Family troubles are forecast in any dream 
concerning a lottery or lottery tickets. 

MACARONI: Unexpected guests or an impromptu party 
are predicted in a dream of eating, cooking, or serving 
macaroni. 

JOKE: The meaning of a joke dream depends on the action 
and reaction. If you heard a joke and were amused, it 
indicates a disagreement with a friend or an embarrassing 
social predicament in the offing; to dream of telling a 
successful joke is an omen of business success, but if it was 
a dud, it predicts a personal disappointment. Dirty or 
offensive jokes forecast large profits. 

HAMMER: To hear or see a hammer being used is a 
fortunate dream: if you used it yourself, it predicts a 
satisfying achievement. 


PUZZLES 

There are FIFTEEN COLOURS hidden in the jumble of 
letters below. You shou'.d be able to find them by working 
backwards and forwards along the rows, and by working up 
and down the columns. All of the letters are used once and 
once only. 

E N I M R A C G 


E G N 

Y D E 

V 
A 

N G E 
R O S 
.L A 
S O 


D 

E 


A R 
U L 
L K N I 
O R U S 
X A 
E R 
R E 
R M 


0 K R 
BCE 
PAY 
T L E 
S B M 
EDI 
MEL 

1 R P 


The word peddler 


By E. Yaghi 


Every day regardless of the weather, sunshine or rain, ; 
summer or winter, the Word Peddler would rise at the 
break of dawn, wash, grab whatever he could find to eat ' 
and then take his box of words, place it on a red and white 
cart and leave bis tiny one room hut to peddle his fare to 
people on the street. 

"It's not as easy as some might think to sell words, ” the 
Peddler said to himself one bright spring morning as he 
pushed bis little cart on the sidewalk which ran parallel to 
the mountain park. " People are much too busy these days 
to buy such commodities as words V' 

But since he had no other way to make a living, he felt be 
bad little choice. He stopped wheeling bis vehicle and stood 
not too far from where hts friend the coffee peddler had his 
stand of piping hot Arab coffee. "Alas, ” groaned the Word 
Peddler, “ even the coffee peddler is better off than trie. 
Folks come from all over Amman to drink his hot beverage 
and exchange greetings and gossip. But who will buy my 
words?” 

Just then he saw a newspaper man park his van near the 
word cart. As the delivery man descended and walked 
towards him, the Word Peddler said in a polite voice: 
"Good morning, sir. Would you care to purchase some 
words today?” 

The man halted and stared at him in apparent disgust and 
retorted: "Now why should / do such a stupid thing as that? 
I sell newspapers, not buy words! I really don't care if 
anyone reads these papers anyway as long as I get paid. But 
I am going to get me a nice cup of hot coffee !” 

So he saunteted over to the coffee stand and began to 
guzzle down the thick Uquid. He stood fora while talking to 
the sunburnt coffee man. They both turned’ their heads 
towards the Word Peddler. They pointed at his disgraceful 
tattered pants and his ragged shoes, his uritathair and bis., 
unshaven face and burst into laughter. The Word Peddler 1 
felt like melting into the pavement but instead mustered up 
his' courage and chanted to some passersby: "Words for 
sale. Come and get some fresh words. Any size you want, I 
have all kinds , long words , short words, words that sing and 
words that weep. They come in all different colours and 
styles. Come and look!" 

Out of curiosity some did venture over to peek into his 
word box but bought nothing. Others replied: “Who wants 
to buy words? No one has time to read. We subscribe to the 
newspaper so we can look at the comics and advertise- 
ments.” And they too laughed and passed the Word 
Peddler to hurry on to the coffee man for a cup of his hot 
ware. 

The day had just begun and already the Word Peddler 
was heartbroken. "How am I to live if I can't peddle any 

- words? What will I do? How can I afford to eat? It's been 
ages since I bought new clothes and so long since 1 had a 
good pair of shoes!” He groaned as his mouth twisted in 
despair while he tried to blink back his feelings but some 
tears trickled down bis unshaven face and he said in a 
hoarse voice: "Now the little children have seen me 
crying!” 

A smalt boy approached him arid'said:' u ftej)!}mi&fer, 
don't he sad. Take this shilling for you!” and befons tbe 

- Word Peddler could protest, the boy dropped Ihe. single 
coin into the Word Peddler's hand and ran off to school. 

Just when he was really 'enjoying feeling softy for 
himself, he saw a tiny child^about to be bit by a speeding 
car. He left bis word cart and rushed into the street nearly 
getting hit himself and swung the child into hts arms and 
carried him to the other side of the pavement. To the 
youngster he said firmly, "Son, you must watch those cars. 
They move very fast and can ’t see short things like yourself. 
Be more careful!” 




Shzkcn out of his 
shook his head and said again ton . young 

on the opposite side of the street, the peddler 

shoved his cert a bit hlrthcr along the way. 

between him and the successful Coffee Man ana men 

Mused for a bit to watch the garbage men at 

the workers was an acquaintance of Jus, so he called out. 

front the other side of 
"Ialwavs have a lot of litter to sweep up 
Za^most peopl^never use litter bags, they just dump 

^Irie^tc^eder^ossed as bis friend 

dust into a pile and then left the mound 

of the wind to redistribute it all back 

"Well, at least he does assure himself of never being out of 

work if he never really puts the htterinro a container and 

disposes of it stated the Word Feeler. 

Soon? a man carrying cakes passed by with his tfbleof. 
breads steadied over his bead. A metal stand hung over to 
aim. As he stopped and tried to situate his table onto the 
stand, some of the cakes fell onto the street. Hastily, he 
grabbed the bread off the ground, looked around to see if 
anybody noticed him and put them back with the others. 
"What a pity.” the Word Peddler thought. How many 
children will innocently buy his dirty cakes and eat them. 
Some could get seriously sick!” 

The Word Peddler continued pushing his word cart. He 
pissed an army barracks and tried to step over the riven of 
- kerosene that poured from the holes in the wall out onto 
the unpaved sidewalk. “How terrible, ” the peddler noted. 
_ "Someone could slip and fait. How can' the anfly allbw to 
have so many holes in their wall? How many times has it 
'beefi mended only to leak again? Someone in charge is very 
lax ’indeed!” ... 

He stopped his cart in front of a row of shabbily burn 
houses and couldn't help noticing the belter skelter 
' construction in which floors and columns were carelessly 
built on top of each other. “Oh. God protect the owners of 
these houses from themselves. Not one column is built' 
straight with the one below it. It's a wonder that anything is 
still standing at all! How can the authorities permit such 
negligence ?” 

The Word Peddler shook his head yet again and said: "It 
is all wrong, terribly wrong! Someone should do something 
about all this. Say, I know. Instead of selling a word at a 
time to a few about who aren 't interested, why don 't I sell a 
string of words about matters of concern, in the hopes that 
I will be able to do some good!” 

Excitedly he ran home, almost forgetting to take his 
word cart hong with him. He flew past the Coffee Peddler 
who couldn't keep up with all his customers. At last he 
arrived at his tiny hut, parked his word cart outside and ran 
in to search for his dusty old typewriter. He soon found it 
and grabbed some papers yellowed with age and hence 
. . began to write. He pounded the keys of his writing machine 
'“ufttif late that night. The next morning, he shaved For the, 
fifst time in 'days; put on a pair of pants that he reserved for 
emergencies and rushed to the newspaper company with a 
small bundle under his aim. Not too much later, he 
emerged from a prominent office beaming a smile of relief 
and headed for home. 

Well, the Word Peddler doesn't really peddle one word 
at a time anymore, but has learned to string them into 
larger groupings and has begun to write about all those 
issues he only silently observed before. He now gets paid 
for his efforts, not much , mind, but jt is far better than 
trying to sell words on the street to uninterested customers. 




JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, April 22 


£30 Zotro 

Another character tries to 
impersonate Zorro with the 
arrangement of the Aicaldy, 
to make Zorro appear as bad 
and evil. Finally. -Zorro dis- 
covers the conspiracy. 

9:10 Quantum Leap 

Sam leaps into time to find 
himself in the place of a 
famous wrestler who fights 
for a noble cause to build a 
church as well as to help the 
poor and the needy. 

10:00 News in English . 

10:20 Feature FUm — The 
Portrait 

Starring: Gregory Peck and 
Loren Baca! 

Different events and sur- 
prises occur when Maggy, a 
painter and the daughter of a 
retired poetry professor pays 
a visit to her parents. 


Friday, April 23 

830 my 

David gets into trouble when 
he goes to see a concert and is 
driven home by the police. 
His mother decides to punish 
him. 

9:10 E.N.G. 

Anne's birthday is on the 
way, so the employees at 
Channel 10 decide torecord a 
tape gathering each em- 
ployee's memory at the sta- 
tion from the time Anne had 
been there, as a surprise gift. 

1930 News in RngUth 



Wagner, who is on the top list 
of wanted revolutionaries ,. 
moves to Venice, which was 
ruled by Austria at that time. 


Saturday, April 2d : 

830 Soper Bloopers And New 
Practical Jokes 

9:00 Perspective 

A local talk sho w prepared 
and presented by Mu reed 
Hammad. 

930 Saturday Variety Show 

10.-00 News in Fj*gii*h 

10:20 Feature Film 
Trench-coat la Paradise 

Starring: Dirk Benedict and ; 
Sydney Walsh ■ r : 

This is a film involving a. 
number of murders. A com - ' 
pany manager hires an fives- ' 
tigator to search into the 
murder of his friend Robert - 
in Honolulu. 


Sunday, April 25 

830 Executive Stress 

Starring: Penelope Keith and 
Peter. Bowles. \ 

Jessica invites a number, of.] 
guests to a party which she 
has. prepared, with a friend. 
But the problem starts when ! 
one of the guests gets sick : 
because of the food Jessica 
prepared. 

9:10 The Good Guys , // 
Missing 
*0.-00 News in 


tf'.. 


1030 Voltaire 


Voltaire is invited by King 
Frederick to live in Prussia 
because he is continuously 
mistreated in France. King 
Frederick is angered by Vol- 
taire when the composer tries 
to escape and -smuggle* his 
money out to Switzerland. 

Monda y, April 25 

830 The Powers That Be 

Having a Bath 

Starring; John Forsythe, Hol- 
land Taylor 

Senator Powers is invited to 
join the official ceremony for 
Presidenf Qinton. 

9:10 Documentary — Dino- 
saur 

Tale Of A Tooth 

This documentary investi- 
gates the life of the extinct 
dinosaur. The search begins 
when a British scientist from 
Oxford, discovers an unusual 
tooth in shape and size. 

10*00 News in Rngifffc 

*030 Jordan Weekly 

*0.-40 Street Justice 

Sanctuary 

maid escapes from her 
employer's house because of 
mistreatment and abuse. The 
ernploycr also accused her of 
stealing $3,000. 


Tuesday, April 27 

830 Beatties About 


This comedy is a collection of 
hilarious actions and funny 
situations including a truck- 
driver at work as well as foul 
ups of a man and his wife at a 
gas station and many mote . , 

9:10 Forever Green . . 

The family discovers a. 
skeleton in the backyard. It is 
suspected that the skeleton 
was once to one of the war* 
riors in the British Civil War 
of the 17th century. 

10:00 News in English 

*0:20 Feature FUm 

Wednesday, April 22 

830 Chance In A Million 

And What Shall We Do For A - 
King 

Thieves steal a quantity of 
jewels and money which, 
accidently come into th& 
hands of Tom. 


9:00 Spotlight . i 

*30 Documentary — Voy* 

Right From The Volcario . ; ■ 

i ' i 

An exciting trip by air efitfefc! 
at vanous altitudes over the* 
volcanoes in Ecuador. <■ 

10:00 News English ^ 

*030 Mini-Series '- - 2000 ! 
Mahbu Road *:fr| 

1 ^ 7 ' tbe * aw yer, is raped* 
” dse y m *kes it as an actress; 
j a *J* ets f° Hollywood, adtik 

bLlL aWmtS tbe ver #ct affer'i 
accus «* of murder.' ' , l 
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David Bowie 
makes another 
surprise turn 
with new album 


By Dean Goodman 

Reuter 

BEVERLY HILLS , Califor- 
nia (R) — Never one to stick 
with a musical genre for too 
long , David Bowie is taking a 
break from his hard rock 
band Tin Machine and releas- 
ing his first solo album in six ~ 
years. 

While many rockers of his 
generation rely on tried and 
true formulas to sustain con- 
cert attendance and record 
sales, the ever progressive t 
BtiWie is not afraid to test the ' 
limits even if plenty of fans . 

White Noise (Savage/BMG) 
finds him rewinding past his 
relatively tame albums of the 
last decade such as 1983’s 
Let's Dance . and picking up 
where his experimental, 
avant-garde works of the late 
1970s left off. 

“It's sort of very far re- 
moved from aggressive guitar 
format, and it really opened 
the avenues up for me to 
become mote involved in 
wind instruments which I’ve 
always had 2 hankering for. ” 
Bowie ioid Reuters in a re- 
cent interview. 

“The saxophone and the 
trumpet, the horn lineups 
generally . going back to my 
first idol Little Richard and 
his band— it was such a great 
part of ffiat rocfc ‘n’ roll 
spirit. ” 

From somewhere behind a 
thick cloud of cigarette 
smoke , Bowie's eyes light up 
as he waxes lyrical about 
those days. Sharply dressed 
as usual in a dark blue suit, 
and looking much younger 
than his 46 years, the relaxed 
Bowie laughs a lot. 

From a commercial and 
critical viewpoint, he hasn't 
had much to be happy about 
in recent years. Revered 
since the late 1960s for 
pioneering an eclectic range 
of musical styles — among 
them *‘glam rock", new age . 

“ white soul " and punk — 
Bowie realises his days at the 
cutting edge of music are 
gone. 

After Let’s Dance, whose 
throwaway hit songs China 
•Girl, Modem Love and the 
title track turned him into a 
mainstream MTV hero and 
Time magazine cover story, 
he released two albums that 
flopped. 

‘7 don't know what hap- 
pened there,” he laughs, re- 
ferring to the albums Tonight 
(1984) and Never Let Me 
Down (1986). “7 was getting • 
so totally indifferent about 
things at that time. It wasn t a 
very pleasant period for me. 

Indeed one distraction 
then -was the death of his 
mentally ill half-brother Ter- 
tyBums who juiiiped under a 
train, in 1985. Reporters 
queries about Terry used to 
result in a premature end to 
the interview, but sines Terry 
is- .the subject of the new 
album's first single Jump 
They Say, Bowie has no 


choice but to talk about him. 

As his eyes moisten and he 
glances at the floor, Bowie 
recalls bow be virtually 
ignored Terry after becoming 
a star because they shared 
similar traits, and he thus felt 
both an empathy uhd a repul- 
sion towanis him. 

He credits his Etbiopian- 
bom wife Iman, . a famous 
model whom he married last 
year, for helping him make 
peace with that and several 
other dark incidents in his 
life. 

'['"Now, just as he used to 
shed stage \ personas over— 

. night, he has now sfied his 
* own persona ' — that of the 
remote, protected rock star. 
He has learned to take the 
good days with the bad, and 
to learn from new experi- 
ences. 

“ I just feel as now there’s a 
human being (in me) and I’m 
kind of coming into my own. 
feeling that I have some' de- 
gree of balance in my life 
now, ” Bowie says, his smile 
returning. 

Iman can also claim the 
credit for the new album. 
Bowie needed to compose 
music for the wedding cere- 
mony that wouldn't offend 
either her Muslim family or 
his Protestant family. 

The result forms the basis 
of the album's opener Wed- 
ding Song — a lengthy, quir- 
ky, sax-driven instrumental 
recalling his musical experi- 
ments on the seminal Brian 
Eno-produced trilogy of Low 
(1977) Heroes (1977), and 
Lodger (1979). 

“ That song really became a 
watershed.” Bowie says. “J 
wanted to write . down my 
impressions somehow .or 
other, put them to music, of 
the last few years. ” 

While more recent -fans~ 
mav be perplexed by the 
album’s muffled lyrics . jazzy 
textures and oddball versions 
of Cream and .Morrissey 
songs, the long-suffering old- 
er fans can probably breathe 
a sigh of relief. But -maybe, 
not for too long, because 
Bowie plans to bring Tin 
Machine back together again. 

Bowie is immensely proud 
of this nattily attired, bard 
rock quartet in which . the 
superstar claims unconvin- 
cingly to be an equal along- 
side three relative unknowns. 

Critical acclaim for the 
band’s 19S9 self-titled debut, 
which Bowie reckons is one 
of the best albums of the late 
1980s. failed to translate into 
sales. The follow-up died 
quidkly despite publicity over 
the naked Greek statues on 
the cover. Last year's live 
effort was barely noticed. 

“ It’s going to take a long 
time before it has any accep- 
tability factor because the 
components are so odd, ” 
Bowie says. “In a perfect 
world, if you could dismiss all 
that and just listen to -the 
album without any kind of 
association, it would have 
been taken as a very different 
kind of thing. ” 


Debbie Gibson stays squeaky 
dean in pop music mire 


By Dean Goodman 
Reuter 

LOS ANGELES — As X- 
rated lyrics and concert riots 
become more common in the 
pop music world, one young 
singer is proudly wading 
through the carnage with her 
squeaky-clean image intact. 

In fact not many singers 
can claim to be tragically 
r uncool and then go on to sell 
millions of albums to fickle 
youngsters. But 22-year-old 
Debbie Gibson is a rarity. 

In the 1980s She endured 
unkind comparisons with 
Madonna after finding fame 
as a precocious teen idol 
whose saccharine love songs, 
most of which she wrote and 
produced herself, exchanted 
■ the teenybopper set. 

Gibson's three albums, be- 
ginning with Out Of The 
Blue in 1987 . sold almost 10 
million copies worldwide and 
put her in a league above 
fellow upstarts like Tiffany 
jnd Rick Astley who have 
now dropped diir altogether. 

In the 1990s as Madonna 
ditched her toyboy routine 
and explored the erotic. Gib- 


son also branched out, win- 
ning critical acclaim for a 
stint in the Broadway produc- 
tion of Les Miserables. 

But comparisons with 
Madonna end there. Gibson 
has never smoked, got drunk 
or taken drugs, she still lives 
at home and she believes in 
monogamy. 

“ I've got used to the fact 
that I'm never going to be as 
hip as Arrested Development or 
Pearl Jam. Twenty years 
from now I’ll still be here arid 
that's what’s really important 
to me.” Gibson told Reuters 
in a recent interview. 

Gibson's fourth album 
Body Mind Soul hit the shops 
on Jan. 19. Most of the II 
songs are vintage Gibson — 
upbeat breezy pop tunes 
dealing in love that's either 
going well or going badly. 

One of the more adventur- 
ous tracks Shock Your Mama 
marks Gibson's foray into 
rhythm n' blues, coming with 
a sampled lyric from Aretha 
Franklin and two raps. But 
Gibson insists she has no 
ambitions in that direction. 

“ It was a pretty isolated 
thing. There are too many 


people who do that so well. ” 
she said. 

Alternating between dis- 
arming honesty and giggly 
lightheartedness. Gibson 
doesn t worry about image or 
marketing herself as a cool 
chick. 

. *7 definitely feel different 
at 22 than ■ / did at 16 so 
whatever comes of that will 
be the image. I don't really 
put too much time and effort 
into planning that our be- 
cause you can’t really second 
guess how people are going 
to respond, anyway . so you 
may as well just be yourself . " 

She also has a healthy 
grasp of who her fans are. 

“ They're rebellious not in 
the sense that they go out and 
do bad things, but that they 
rebel against the stereotype 
that young people are sup- 
posed to be into all kinds of 
illegal things or whatever." 
Gibson says. 

** They're into my music 
and they take some heat for it 
I think, hut that makes the 
audience stronger." 

Three of the songs on Body- 
Mind Soul do confront more 
serious issues. When I Say- 


No deals with the problems 
girls may have in fending off 
pushy guys who want a little 
more than just a dinner date 
or a kiss on the doorstep. 

Tear Down These Walls 
implores people to see past 
racial and sexual preference 
harriers, while Kisses For 
One preaches the virtues of 
monogamy in the world of 
AIDS. 

"That's from experience 
just in the sense that I've 
always believed in that 
(monogamy) anyway. From a 
young age I’ve always seen 
marriage as a goal and / was 
never like into sleeping 
around." Gibson says. 

Somehow Gibson manages 
to avoid falling into the 
"nerd" category . perhaps be- 
cause she is professionally 
astute and knows what she 
wants. In this regard she cites 
Elton John. Billy Joel. Barbra 
Streisand and Bene Midler as 
role models. 

On the few occasions when 
she’s not writing songs, she's 
putting together plans for a 
few musicals in the belief that 
Broadwav currently needs a 



Dmhbi* Gibson 

fresh infusion ol ideas. 

In the short term though. 
Gibson plans a full concert 
tour in the summer alter 


playing a few promotional 
concerts m America. Europe 
and Japan to promote the 
new album. 
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Michael Palin helps stammering children 


By Stephen Brown 
Reuter 

LONDON — British comedy 
actor Michael Palin, who 
stammered his way through 
the box-office hit A Fish Cal- 
led Wanda, is trying to help 
children afflicted with the 
speech impediment. 

Palin, a member of the cult 
Monty Python comedy 
troupe which made wacky m 
voices and funny walks its 
trademark, does not stammer 
himself, but has given his 
name and support to Britain '$ 
first- . specialist centre for 


stammering children. 

Stammering — or stutter- 
ing as it is also called — affects 
one in a hundred people in' 
Britain and five per cent of 
people stammer at some 
stage in their childhood. Men 
are four times as likely to 
stammer as women. 

Speech experts say it is 
even more widespread in ihe 
highly vocal United States, 
competitive Japan and 
among polyglot immigrants 
from the Indian subconti- 
nent. 

"Although i SO per cent of 
children who stammer could 


be helped, specialised treat- 
ment is scarce. " said Palin at 
the opening of the Michael 
Palin Centre for Stammering 
Children in Finsbury. Lon- 
don. earlier this month. 

If left untreated, stammer- 
ing is likely to get worse and 
can cause irreparable damage 
to a child's intellectual and 
emotional, development. 
Palin said. ' 

What causes stammering? 

In some cases it is nervous 
tension locking the vocal 
cords, other people have dif- 
ficulty coordinating speech 
muscles and some find their 


speech affected by brain or 
neurological damage. 

“ It's different in each per- 
son. " said Lena Rust in. 
founder of the centre. "What 
we do know is that the predis- 
position is inherited . " 

Chris Cox. trustee of Bri- 
tain's Association For Stam- 
merers, knows the suffering 
of the child reused in the 
playground, and in adult life 
the knot in the stomach when 
the telephone rings, the 
sweating palms when order- 
ing drinks at the pub. 

"The trouble is. you don't 
look any different and when 


suddenly this funny v iund 
starts o wring < >u/. people 
don't know what h> do." said ' 
Mr. Cox. who has stammered 
since childhood. 

The associa tion advises 
people to warn their audience 
that they stammer and say: 
"Don't worn if I run into 
trouble, normal service will 
be resumed as soon as 
possible. " 

But stammerers' often find 
they ran speak fluently in 
unison — they are told to 
repeat their wedding urns 
together with the priest — 
and when speaking foreign 


languages. 

*7 know a French lady 
who only stammers in En- 
glish." said Mr. C«»\. 

Many doctors still tell pa- 
rents there is no way to stop 
their children stammering. 
The communications prob- 
lem can make parents an- 
xious and their children badly 
behaxed or withdrawn. 

The Michael Palin Centre 
runs six-session courses for 
toddlers, teaching them and 
their parents to speak more 
slowly, maintain eye contact, 
and use words the child am 
understand. 


- - - - ■ - 

From protest to escapism in the ‘new’ South Africa 


By Matt Wolf 

The Associated Press v 

JOHANNESBURG — The 
Market Theatre, once home 
to South Africa's most fiery 
and urgent drama, is doing its 
best business of late with a 
genteel British tearjerker. 

In Cape Town, the searing 
“ Playland " about black- 
white relations closed two 
weeks early — despite inter- 
national acclaim for the 
newest work from dramatist 
Athol Fugard. 

The commercial sector 
finds the bland drawing the 
crowds, whether it’s farce — 
Uproar In The House and 
The Earl And The Pussycat 
are rwo Johannesburg titles 
or a synthetic musical tribute 
to Andrew Lloyd Webber 
and Tim Rice. 

Up and down the country, 
the message is the same. 

. While theatre may have been 
one of South Africa s major 
exports throughout the trou- 
bled apartheid era. these 
days escapism is the event. 

Besieged by soaring vio- 
lence and crime and a crumb-' 
ling economy, the white 
minority — traditionally the 
theatre going mainstay — 
wants escape, not reportage, 

| -from Jts. entertainment. The 
black majority has yet to be 
initiated : in any large-scale 
way into the theatre, prefer- 
ring the mostly American im- 


ports that crop up nightly on 
television. 

In the struggle against 
apartheid, the theatre was 
both a source of information 
and a rallying-point for pro- 
test. Now. the approach of 
democracy has dissipated its 
impact, as has deep uncer- 
tainty about that what precise 
shape any new government 
may take. 

Changing political times, in 
other words, aren't necessari- 
ly good news for culture. The 
theatre finds itself facing an 
ideological enemy in retreat, 
performing for a dwindling 
white audience while the 
black public has yet to be 
fully tapped. 

“ Everybody’s suffering a 
crisis in the Theatre: there's 
no question." said Barney 
Simon. 59. artistic director of 
the nation's Banner Market 
Playhouse. "Die Market is in 
transition just as the country 
is in transition." 

Echoed producer ..Mannie 
Manim. a co-founder of the 
Market in 1976 who left 18 
months ago to join Johannes- 
burg's University of the Wit- 
watersrand: "It's a real quan- 
dary; there's a tendency to 
find a new centre of gravity. 

"Before, it was an us-and- 
them kind (of theatre): it was 
very obvious what we were 
doing . filling a part of the 
media when the media was 


very controlled." 

Commercial impresario 
Pieter Toerien. South Afri- 
ca's most successful indepen- 
dent producer, said the situa- 
tion amounts to "sunival of 
the fittest: - people are very 
worried here." 

"We have too few actors, 
too few directors. " said Toe- 
rien. 48. "The theatre is 
rapidly dying in South Afri- 
ca." 

To a visitor, the dilemma is 
apparent on multiple fronts. 

Such places as the Market 
and Cape, Town's Baxter 
struggle to adjust their social- 
ly conscious programming to 
an audience grown weary of 
what they perceive as agit- 
prop. or plays used for prop- 
aganda. 

The Baxter, one-time 
home to brave mixed-race 
productions of classics and 
new plays, has of late hosted 
a long-running staging of the 
camp musical. The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show. 

At the. Market, the bracing 
Playland was performed last 
summer to a disappointing 75 
per cent or so of capacity, 
while William Nicholson's re- 
ary English import. Shadow- 
lands. played to near- 
capacity. ! 

"The problem in this coun- 
try is that so many people in 
this country see anything 
black as political; what whites 


call ’ protest theatre ' often is 
just black reality." Simon 
said. 

Elsewhere, the state- 
funded arts complexes face a 
potentially grim fate if a fu- 
ture government decides — 
as various critics have 
charged — that they consti- 
tute so many "apartheid 
dinosaurs. " 

Funded over the years by- 
white governments to mount 
shows for a while audiences. 
these centres must attract the 
nation's black majority — or 
risk extinction. 

Thus, in Johannesburg's 
multiracial Hillbrow district, 
drama administrator for the 
Performing Arts Council of 
the Transvaal (PACT) Peter 
Terry watches rehearsals for 
a black play. Yamina. unsure 
whether its intended audi- 
ence will come to watch it. 

"You can't wave a wand 
and suddenly everyone is 
going to go to the theatre. " 
said Terry\ who began his 
career as an actor. 

"I'm sure wc'rc seen as 
EuriKenrric and elitist. (But) 
to destroy the arts councils 
for the sake of revenge is for 
me a very shortsighted move. 
There's so much expertise 
contained within them." 

■In the commerced sector, a 
dwindling band of producers 
chase an increasingly small 
public whose taste has in turn 


been affected by a decade- 
long cultural boycott. 

The country that produced 
such lasting theatre artists as 
compiler Mbongcni Ngvma 
(Sarufina). ucticss Janet Suz- 
man (A Dry White Season) 
and Fugard nowadays oilers 
up mostly unchallenging En- 
glish imports, from The 
Rocky Honor Show and 
Shirley Valentine to the thril- 
ler The Woman In Black and 
Ray Cooney's farce. It Runs 
In The Family. 

E ren as ( 'ape Town 
readies the South African 
premiere of Hair — a musical 
a quurtcr-of-u-ccntury old — 
provocative American plays 
like John Guare's I9HI Six 
Degrees Of Separation Hop 
because the public cannot 
accept it. 

“ Expectations arc lo- 
wered: the audience skills are 
reduced." said Barn Ronge. 
arts editor < »/' Jt ihannesburg ’% 
Sunday Times, which has a 
readership ol three million. 

"The theatre tloe.sn't oper- 
ate within any tramewt »rk. 
There's been a generational 
void in the passing on of 
traditional theatrical skills." 

The situation is made 
bleaker by a shared belief 
that the count ty continues to 
need the the. it re. 

‘ ‘Essen t hilly, t b ere ‘s in > 
question we have to continue 
It 1 work, to make stories ab- 
out where we live so other 


people are aware ofw here we 
live.” said the Market's 
Simon. 

He added. "I suppose I 
think if theatre has a (unc- 
tion. it s ntOi inn human 
beings into empathy, getting 
people to understand more 
a hour one another." 

"This is the time when the 
country should be listening to 
messages. Otherwise, this 
country could turn upside 
down. " vid Ngema. whose 
new musical. Magic At 4 
A.M.. opened in Johannes- 
burg on April 21. 

Black actor John Kani. 49. 
a co-star of Play land and a 
19 75 Tony winner (with Win- 
ston Ntshona) for- his B Mid- 
way performances in Sixuv 
Banzi Is Dead and The Is- 
land. argued that the 
theatre's mission does not die 
with apartheid. 

"People must not think 
we're imolvetl in a theatre ol 
political conscience simply 
because we had a white 
enemy." he said. "He did it 
because the government was 
wrong, and it' the next gov- 
ernment is w rong, ue will 
continue doing that. 

"We remain the ihernm- 
meter that gauges the teeling 
of our people the consci- 
ence of a government, the 
wuTchdog of that govern- 
ment. ... There is much work 
to be done." 




British talent for sloppy dressing hits catwalks 


4. SPSg ---V-rTi* -ii 


By Jill Serjeant 
Reuter 

LONDON — They look as if 
they've spent the night on a 
park bench after raiding the 
secondhand clothes store — 
they're dedicated followers of 
grunge fashion 'and proud of 
it. 

After years of being de- 
rided and ignored as typical 
British sloppy dressing, 
grunge has crossed the seas 
and found a place on the 
x&twalks of _ Europe and 
America's leading designers. 

“Dressfng down has been a 
big pari, of British street 
fashion since the mid-1980s. 




Then American and Italian 
designers picked up on it and 
realised they could make 
good money out of it, ” said 
Wayne Hemingway, manag- 
ing director of rebel British 
fashion house Red Or Dead. 

"You are supposed to look 
tike you have been dragged 
through a hedge backwards. 
It is a great test of personal 
style,” be said. 

Grunge could only have 
come from Britain. 

Young Britons turned a 
natural talent for dressing 
down into a look that has 
hitherto, been too cheap for 
the chic French and too bitty 


for the Italians. 

Often strapped for cash in 
this recession-hit island, 
teenagers began throwing 
together disparate items cul- 
led from charity shops, mix- 
ing dashed jeans with cut-off 
grandad waistcoats and 
working boots with flowery 
skirls and faded striped tee- 
shirts. 

The downbeat anti-fashion 
look that started off costing 
next to nothing is now selling 
for hundreds of dollars in 
reworked versions by houses 
such as Italy's Dolce Gabba- 
na and New York's Perry 
Ellis. 


"Thrift-shop style was once 
a British speciality but now 
everybody is into second- 
hand rose,” said London 
fashion writer $uzy Menkes. 

Not surprisingly. British 
designers are somewhat mif- 
fed at finding their home- 
grown look embraced with 
such fervour by foreigners 
after being disparaged on 
their own soil for so long. 

“ Giving the Americans 
credence for this is doing 
British fashion no favours 
whatsoever. Britain’s Helen 
Storey bravely put grange on 
the catwalk for the first time 
about three years ago but has 


not been recognised for it. " 
said Mr. Hemingway. 

Britain earns a round £2 
billion ($2.90 billion) a vear 
in clothing exports, with de- 
signer merchandise account- 
ing for £160 million ($232 
million) of that. - - - 

But last week’s London 
fashion week was noticeable 
more for the exodus of top 
British designers such as 
Vivienne Westwood . Kathar- 
ine Hamnett and Rifat Ozbek 
to the more prestigious cat- 
walks of Paris or Milan. 

One London newspaper 
dubbed it "fashion weak" in 
which Britain's native flair - 


for inverted snobbery 
reached a new height in somi 
collections featuring rougl 
knits and hob-nail boots. 

Grunge sprang up as at 
anti-fushion statement in thi 
post-punk rock era of mid 
■J9SQs Britain, partly as ; 
reaction • to ■ ■ Dallas-styU 
shoulder pads and glamour o 
mainstream designers. 

Instead of fading away, tht 
fashion for dressing dowt 
spread through British youtl 
culture. The term grunge wa 
coined in 1989 after the ex 
plosion of loud heavy roc I 
“grunge" music in the’Amer 
ican northwest city of Seattle. 
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India’s kidney market 
thrives in slum colony 


By Krishnan Guruswatny 

The Associated Press 

MADRAS, India — When 
Samuel Jayakodi’s kidneys 
failed, doctors told the math 
teacher he could survive only 
on a dialysis machine or if he 
found a new kidney. ■ 

Choosing the second op- 
tion was easy. 

Dozens of people offered 
to sell him a kidney. They 
came from “ kidney colony . ” 
a ghetto of this south Indian 
city where many people are 
willing to part with a kidney 
for enough money to start a 
business, pay dowries for sis- 
ters, or daughters, or finance 
gambling or drinking habits. 

“I paid 15,000 rupees 
($500) for a kidney and 
50,000 rupees ($1,660) for 
the operation ...but I’ve gota 
new life, " Mr. Jayakodi said. 

Mani Vijay Kumar. 27. 
who owns a bicycle repair 
shop, said he sold a kidney to 
buy more bicycles for 
renting. 

“ The money I get every 
month isn 't enough even for 
myself,” he said outside his 
shop, built of scraps of wood 
from crates. “I have two 
daughters and a sister to be 
married. ” 

More people sell kidneys 
to strangers in India than in 


any other country, according 
to a report in 1993 by the U.N. 
Commission on Human 
Rights. 

Patients from developed 
countries also search for 
donors in such Third World 
countries as India, where 
there are kidney markets in 
Bombay and New Delhi. 

“ Much of the demand 
comes from developed coun- 
tries, and there is the lure of 
remuneration for potential 
suppliers from developing 
countries," according to the 
U.N. report. 

India plans to introduce 
legislation this year that 
would permit doctors to re- 
move organs from cadavers. 
Until that is passed, people 
suffering kidney failure must 
get a replacement from a 
relative or buy one. 

The draft law also would 
regulate the sale of organs by 
living c/onors to prevent them 
being cheated, according to 
Bbupinder Singh Lamba, a 
Health Ministry official. 

Like many other buyers. 
Mr. Jayakodi the teacher 
relied on kidney peddlers, 
most of whom work in hospit- 
als, and a donor from Villi - 
wakkam, the slum on the 
outskirts of Madras known as 
“kidney colony.” 

The Jure of collecting hun- 


dreds of dollars for a kidney 
has caused about 200 people 
in the slum. 40 per cent of its 
population, to become, 
donors. 

During a walk through 
•* kidney colony, ” it was hard 
to find families that had not 
sold at least one kidney in 
recent years. 

Senthil Thiyagarajan, 40. 
one of the first donors, sold 
his Kidney in 1987 for 10,000 
rupees, then worth slightly 
more than $900. 

His brother Murthy said 
Senthil lost the money on 
horse races, then forced his 
wife. Rajathi . to sell one of 
her kidneys. With the money , 
she opened a shop that buys 
trash and sells it to recyclers. 

Rajendran. a 17-year-old 
who gave only bis first name, 
said, “I won’t sell my kidney 
for making a fast buck. ” But 
as he spoke, his mother won- 
dered aloud how she would 
pay her share of a younger 
sisters dowry. 

“Even if he got a regular 
job. we will need at least 
30.000 rupees ($970) to con- 
duct the marriage. ” she said. 
“ The only way out is to sell 
our kidneys. ” 

Half of India’s kidney 
transplants are done in six 
Madras hospitals. That has 
made the city a major centre 


for buying and selling the 
organs. 

Dr. K.C. Reddy, a urolog- 
ist at the private Pandalai 
Clinic , has performed 1,000 
transplants and sees nothing 
unethical about selling kid- 
neys. 

“Nobody is forcing a per- 
son to give his kidney he 
said. “The decision is volun- 
tary. but the result is mone- 
tarily beneficial. ” 

Dr. Reddy said removal of 
a kidney is an easy operation 
that carries little or no risk if 
patients are carefully 
screened. 

A person with one remain- 
ing kidney has to work harder 
to avoid infections, especially 
in the urinary tract, and drink 
a lot of fluids to keep the 
kidney flushed. The person 
does not need to take medi- 
cine or restrict normal activi- 
ties. 

But Dr. A.P. Pandey, head 
of the urology department at 
Christian Medical College in 
nearby Vellore . said some 
deaths result bom transplants 
because doctors do not take 
enough precautions. 

A study of 130 patients 
from the Middle East who 
received kidney transplants 
in Bombay hospitals over 
several years found that 25 
died of infections. 


Japan sets gene therapy 
rules for AIDS and cancer 


TOKYO (R) — Japan has set 
guidelines for the first time 
on clinical research into gene 
therapy as a way of fighting 
AIDS and cancer, a Health 
Ministry official said. 

“Since 1990 when the Un- 
ited States first tried gene 
therapy on lethal genes, there 
has been increasing work on 
gene therapy.” an advisory 
panel to the health and wel- 
fare minister said in the 


guidelines. 

“As gene therapy could 
become an epoch-making 
technology in the 21st cen- 
tury, we have worked out 
guidelines to promote 
appropriate research on the 
therapy. ” 

Under the guidelines, the 
research is limited to lethal 
genes and diseases for which 
gene therapy is more effec- 
tive, such as cancer and 


AIDS ( acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome). 

Gene therapy is a control- 
led, experimental treatment 
designed to introduce new 
genes into the body to correct 
an inherited or acquired con- 
dition. 

The guidelines ban re- 
search aimed at manipulating 
reproductive cells, a process 
which could affect succeeding 
generations. 


They require a series of 
checks on procedures, includ- 
ing telling patients of the 
risks involved, and allowing 
the treatment to stop at any 
time. 

The guidelines also suggest 
that an investigative council 
of legal and medical experts 
should assess the safety of 
any procedures before 'their 
application. 
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LETTERS FROM GREECE 

B> Raymond Hamel 


ACROSS 

i West irultv* native 
6 Some — 

10 Tut e*em 
14 Knockout count 

;r — L;»e (l 

10 Poem Jrvisiwi 
19 Lamo s ncvn oe 
Ciunw 
M v: jy out 
22 Gel UD 
33 "tw — taw ic 
me" [Housmanj 
Koflat 

25 Carta on 
'Ctieets 

26 Slat Warv flyer 
l with 101 At 

27 Greet- 
muev -liners 
ratiymg erv’ 

31 

DOWN 

1 Re.Ktv mcMte, 

2 Charles ooq 

3 Stotreoui lenatr 
* Charged panicle 

5 City few by the 
Danube 

6 WmgCtng 

7 Drat'Jble 

B Beene BaiUjv 
mutt 

9 waiter Koenig 
sci-li film 
to Past 
it Coourd — 

12 Mosaic piece 

13 B'end or ba«cd 

14 Great fear 

15 Use uf- 

1$ Nakad Gun star 
10 Co If CM? holders 
21 Knack 
38 Was anaao 
29 Stirne* location 


32 Actress Daly 
X Domicile 
34 Gamer no 
37 Sawed logs m 
sleep 

■MJ Lose one s voce 

42 Watering hole 

43 Opera Ovorni 

44 Tympanum locate 

45 Eaposive letters 

«6 Tweety'S Grecian 
statement’ 

52 MaJeo 

53 Bom 

W Pilgrimage » 
Mecca 
58 Cheap 

63 Up ana —I 

64 Aviator 6amert 
66 WW1 Greek 

marching song’ 


30 Mitchell's her one 

31 Baked n 

34 King; Fr 

35 Down 

36 Dome 

37 Lootr Over 

38 Politico 
Gngncn 

35 Go — tear 

40 Over here 1 

41 Dobbin s db 
43 Ckiteh punter 

47 NotMl pnytaasJ 

48 Golden Rule word 

49 Bug Spray 
Ingredient 

50 ' Ghost ' actress 

51 'Over — " fWWl 
oorvg) 

55 Too bad 1 
5G Gossip 

57 Chatterboxes 

58 — ia vw 


71 Former USSR 
premier 

72 Came down 

73 Borgnro and a 
Hemingway 

74 Raced 

75 Demis toe 

76 Pl3ybH heading 
78 1991 Greek Aim 

ihnler’ 

89 Returns specialist 

92 Eqidp 

93 Nominates 

94 — and penates 

95 ' Northern 
Exposure" 
bartender 

97 Confused mass 

99 From one *00 to 
the other 

100 Book of maps 


59 As lar es 

60 Ruler of yo>e 

61 Sors up 

62 Ms MecGraw 

63 Lawyer aobr. 

64 Tea month 

65 Chechfer* 

67 Caubort 

68 One Waugh 

69 Puppy's cry 

70 For — sane' 

76 "Me. He s Making 
_ Eyes — " 

77 One-name singer 

79 Uke Teats . 

80 — Yulong 

81 FaMrge creation 
62 Witness 

83 Frying substance 

84 The Rock" 

BS Shopping place 

86 Suing; boot 

87 — Moines 


10! See 26A 

102 Talk 

103 Greek soiling 
tune’ 

109 — poetics 

112 St* 

113 lias 

114 Suppurate 
nSCaprtalof 

Morocco 

117 Toboggan 

1 18 Goes astray 

119 Roman 
magistrate 

120 Race of combat 

121 Cockney KtoT 

122 Not one 

123 Columnist 
Barren 

124 Woody Anen 
fRm 


88 Btrro 
8S Captivates 

90 Road hazard 

91 Kino of pattern 

96 Texas city 

97 Suggestive of a 
forest 

98 "Tarzan" 
portrayer 

99 Exclamation 

101 Gather, es doth 

102 Porter 

104 Sign 

105 — ava 

106 Destroy 

107 Control 
tOB Banc* cv 

Lugosi 

109 First murder 
victim 

110 Indian pnrtooas 

111 Deer 

1 ifi "You — Thar* ■ 



Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Able potato XarnercooM grow aotkiag bat weeds oo bis newly parckased 
farm in the country. 

2. Are welt-wishers akin to Americans et al. who chock coins into a famous 
Italian fountain's waters? 

3. The friends’ Jolly week ended in Fourth of July fireworks. 

4. Politics often involves your blaming the other man for everything yon 
possibly can. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

I. LEND GRFSYT DOWDY L, FEW WAFT, 
LGERBB SE EF O BADW WE SDW C YEN COW 


WE CHOW. 


— By Ed Hoddleson 


Diagramless 2ls SI. By James Bsrrick 


ACROSS 
1 The basics 
5 Snippmg 

container 

7 ADil'ty 
S Bring in 
11 Devotee 
13 Had on 
15 Most bad 
17 Excavations 
19 Amer can Indian 
21 Book 5 intro- 
duction abbr 


DOWN 

1 Play pari 

2 Sudden idea 

5 Tranquility 
4 Waft 

6 SuHtetmL 
archaically 

B Wanted on 
10 journey 
1! Tricked 
12 Curved lm« 
14 A gang out 


23 Lament 

24 The Buckeye 
State 

26 Oklahoma city 
re Cake 
29 Buns 

31 Father 

32 Crossed a 
stream, in a way 

33 Interfering 

36 Legless creature 
38 Annoy 


15 Kind of sale 

16 Lake out west 
IB Upperclassman 

19 Funny fellow 

20 Unruly 

22 Terra — 

23 Exercise session 
25 Booty one 

27 Judge 
2B Rammg fight 
30 Ram icy rain 


39 Japanese money 

40 Dash against 

41 Horse-drawn 
vehtefe 

48 Stack boards 

49 Jot 

50 Make haste 

51 Neighbor of India 

52 — and crafts 

53 Knotted 

54 Declare 
positively 


32 Disapproving 
cry 

34 Print measures 

35 — Minor 

36 Wading bod 

37 Fast talk 

42 Panted 

43 bke a desert 

44 Crawl 

45 Arcraft whh 
pontoons 


55 Held on to 
57 Obtained bam a 
soiree 
59 Actual 

61 Tiny openings 

62 Let faJ 

64 Nest-ce —7 

65 Drive 
68 Plays 

70 Twist Mgetner 
7t 0>sh ol meat and 
vegetables 


46 Barrel parts 

47 Dwets 

48 Resting 
56 Field cover 
58 Lewi or 

Gershwin 

60 Master 
63 Harbor town 

66 Forefeet 

67 Give o« 

69 Stitch 


2. QUOGENT HIPAGE BALL GONEHGSNT OX 

DEGLDNYX G Q WNE WIRN YGBAP R-G T X 
D U E X S. — 8y Frank N. Stein 

3. _ J ZZA. LIKSMYT LAPQMY IZSP LXZSMT 
■ LQPOP WZJJKLUVL KVO QLPO K LtIWXAP 


XLPQOZVTW. 


— By Rita Sahrata 


4. FRBDBNBH O HBZX LGGX QGGVE. CM 
POJVBH ZHCJRZOH QBJGCBK Z CZLOJ 
JZHEBW WHZD2ECHWQDL CB WG 


BNBHMFRBBB. 


r.ii-utri mini i i-uimhu ui.i'.mii 

tjnnr:i mrro rronnn nannif 
[i.Tiiii.'iniTnr-fMnuMiir.iu uunnu 
ritlHIifil.T GJ~M rair.1 il'lUDT 
arm kinuij nomt 
anno • i‘*ar.ti'fnu nnnra.inri 
rjonn mnun fh-ioiih nni? 
norinn miunri arm nur.it ir 
ntnij itnriuu roii.mfi finnnn 
nru.i tinn hcif.hi nnnnnu 
.T.ronri.-/ino-TOnnnnu 
nttriimn nnnn nrtn nnr.i 
Ul.inwi'i nnnr.n -.oi.iort nnrj 
natron nnra FnoM _ n cmiinn 
gr.iM t.innnn mirim i.innnn 
□nnnnnn nnnuun tin an 

fjMCui mrou ciim 

-nnno nun arm nironnn 
nnann arm rmritiarj nan: na 
Hi.im.in m man at inn niirn-i 
I ni'H’imi ctcifin nnnn 


— By Eugene T. Maleska 


SOLUTIONS OP 
LAST WEE1CS PUZZLE 


nan ran nnnnrj 
rmanriif i-ti.-murt 
nmianna tinnnn 
THHiiii nnnuGnnLi 
rjnnj riitrin 
nun mnituin 
amt nauri 
niitJiinnaanri nan 
ni.inna non nnnran 
fiiia nnnn.-.nnniriu 
nnnn nno 
nr.irinim nnn 

ilill. Hi flLli.ll.l 

nnanncnn ombhh 
n ' nrin nnnnfinii 
finann noannu 
naniin nunan 


S. Korean firms announce 
anti- cancer drugs 


SEOUL (R) — Two South 
Korean companies said Fri- 
day they had developed and- 
ca’ncer drugs which clinical 
tests show are more effective 
and less toxic than the cur- 
rent world leaders. 

Dong- A -Pha rm a ceu t ica I 
Co. said its drug. DA-125. 
was at least 2.5 times more 
effective and had fewer side- 
effects than Adriamydn, an 
Italian drug which South Ko- 
rean researchers said 
accounfeJ for some 50 per 
cent of anti-cancer drugs 
worldwide. 

“We believe DA-125 is a 
good substitute for Adriamy- 
dn." said Professor Kim 
Myong-Seok of the Seoul 
National University Hospital, 
who helped c/eve/op the 


medicine. 

Another firm. Sunkyong 
Industries Co, said it had 
developed SKI-2053R, which 
it said killed six times more 
cancer cells in animal . tests 
than existing medicines. 

The two developments 
were announced at a recent 
symposium in Seoul on the 
development of new drugs. 

Dong-A s share price rose 
200 won 26 cents to 19.400 
won ($25) in active trade on 
the Seoul bourse, while SKI 
dropped 200 won to 20.000 
won ($26). Analysts said this 
was probably due to insiders 
taking profits on the news. 

Dong-A s chief researcher. 
Kim Hu-Man . said nine years 
of trials and animal tests con- 


ducted both at home ■ and 
abroad showed DA- 1 25 hud 
solved many of the toxicity 
problems. 

’ He said tests on dogs in 
Britain showed no side- 
effects except slight weight 
loss and a reduction of white 
blood’ corpuscles after 13 
days of trials. 

Adriamydn cannot be 
taken long-term because of 
its toxic side-effects. 

Dong-A said it hoped to 
start manufacturing commer- 
cially if another two to three 
years of clinial expenmen rs 
showed the same effect on 
humans as on animals. 

Tests on humans will beam 
in 1995 or 1996. Prof. Kim 
said. 

mm We will start commercial 


production only after 
tests really prow *f *'* K ' 
more effective and less toxic 
than other medicines avail- 
able now." he said. 

SKI said it had already 
applied for approval for hu- 
n5Tn tests of SKI-2HVR an./ 
hoped to market the drug m 
1996 after clinical tests in 
hospitals. 

The company described 
the drug as a third-generation 
platinum complex, which it 
said was up to three times 
more effective than compara- 
ble drugs currently available. 

Dong-A is backed by re- 
search funds from the South 
Korean government, w hich 
has funnelled 200 million won 
$260,000) into the project. 
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IMF cuts wreck Zimbabwe’s 
health achievements 


By Leonard Maveneka 


HARARE — The number of 
women dying in childbirth 
has doubled in Harare in the Tb 
two years since Zimbabwe . 

introduced the Economic 10 

Structural Adjustment Prog - St 
ramme (ESAP) demanded by ^ 
the International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank. 19 

The alarming trend coin- 
cides with cuts in the health ig 
budget . the introduction of 
fees for maternity services, a 
decrease in qualified nursing 17 
staff and reduced availability 
of drugs. 16 

The statistic, contained in a 
United Nations Children’s 15 
Fuad (UNICEF) report, 
one of many showing the 14 
damaging impact of ESAP on 
Zimbabwe's health care — - 
one of the country's greaiesf'^ 3 
successes since independence 
in 1980. If the cuts continue 12 

in line with budget targets, it 
is predicted that all the health 
gains of the past decade will j n . 
be reversed within two years. 

Until the introduction of 
the adjustment programme in we 
October 1990, Zimbabwe's 
health achievements were 
held up as a model for the 
region. Infant mortality fell sii 

from 140 per 1,000 live births, jh 
in 1980 to 50 in 1989, largely be 
as a result of a massive gov- 75 
emment commitment to im- al. 
proving primary health care, fo 

Priority was given to pro- ca 
viding dean water and public lei 
sanitation, innoculadng chil- “ 1 

dren and raising the standard. . ha 
of living in what the govern- wi 
ment termed “ growth with lyi 

equity .” Free health and se 

education were provided for At 

those earning less than $26 a m< 

month, which at the time was ati 

close to the poverty line. ce 

Rural areas . long neglected 
before independence, saw mt 

the rebuilding of 450 health sa 

centres destroyed during the ha 

war and 321 new ones con- go 

st ruded. Zimbabwe achieved ini 

the highest rate ofcontracep- re 1 

five use in Africa: 43 per cent tic 

against 5 per cent for the rest 77 
of the continent. But since mi 
the introduction of fees in iss 
1991, people are making few- en 

er visits to hospitals and cli- le 1 

nics. At Harare Centra/ Hos- foi 

pital, for example, bed occu- be 

pancy fell from 5,766 in De- us 

cember 1990 to 4,795 in De- 
cember 1991, a drop of en 
almost 17 cent. /01 


Zimbabwe: deaths follow health cuts 


The number of women dying in childbirth has doubled 
in Harare since Zimbabwe submitted to Ecohomlc 
Structural Adjustment Programme demanded by the 
international Monetary Fund and the World Bank. 


Expenditure 




1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 


In 1989, the last lull year before the programme 
Imposed cuts hi health spending, 101 maternal deaths 
were recorded. Two years later, the total leapt to 242. 



With, for instance, a 
routine ultrasound scan now 
costing pregnant women $14, 
it is little wonder that the 
number of babies delivered 
outside hospitals has risen 
sharply. And, for the first 
time since independence, 
there are no guaranteed jobs 
for new graduates of the 
school of nursing, despite an 
acute shortage of qualified 
staff at almost every health 
centre. ■ 


similar pattern emerging in 
the rural area served by her 
hospital at St. Paul's Mission, . 
75 kilometres from the capit- 
al. Since the introduction of 
fees, the number of maternity 
cases -at her hospital has fal- 
len by a third, she says . 
“During 1991 , we frequently 
had ail the beds in the adult 
ward full, with extra patients 
lying on the floor on mattres- 
ses. Now the wards are half 
full.” X-rays are down by 
more than 40 per cent, labor- 
atory tests by almost 28 per 
cent. 

Under its sodai develop- 
ment fund, introduced as a 
safety net to aileviate the 
harsh effects of ESAP. the 
government says those earn- 
ing below $26 a month can 
receive free medical atten- 
tion. But there is- a catch. 
Those seeking to benefit 
must provide a certificate 
issued by a sodai worker or 
employer showing income 
level — ■ but these are difficult 
for the rural poor to obtain 
because social workers are 
usually based in cities. 

And the level at which 
entitlement has been set is 
low: $26 is no longer close to 
the poverty line in a land 
where inflation has rocketed 
by more than 45 per cent 
since ESAP was introduced 
and an estimated 60-70 per 
cent of the population now 
lives in poverty. 

But the newly expensive 
medical system is only one 
part of a worsening public 
health picture. Other mea- 
sures taken under ESAP 


hunger and illness. 

Health cuts ahd removal of 
food subsidies are starting to 
bite, with increases recorded 
in malnutrition and diseases 
such as tuberculosis, which 
had ail but been eradicated. 
Eight years after the last 
cholera outbreak claimed 39 
lives, 109 people died of the 
disease last year. Increasingly 


unsanitary conditions make a 
further outbreak more likely 
and potentially more devas- 
tating. 

Zimbabweans are suffering 
terribly for the economic 
orthodoxies imposed by the 
IMF and World Bank. For 
many of them, the real cost of 
“ adjustment ” is death — 
Panos features. 


.LZTJ'm h * v * towered the living stan- 
iff at almost every health dards of y, e poor maj ‘ n ; y of 

n£re * ' - the population, already suf- 

According to a Harare ■ feting from the impact of 
neonatoldgist: “The cost-re- HIV infection and the worst 
covery exercise as applied to drought of the century. The 
maternal and child health is devalued currency, high in- 
resulting in a mortality and Ration, removal of price con- 
morbidity disaster which is tmb and minimum wage teg- 
likely to reverse all the ulations-in many sectors of 
achievements made in this f&e economy , along with ris- 
area since independence.” ing unemployment, all render 

Dr. Anne Renfrew sees a the poor more vulnerable to 


SOLUTIONS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. SLANDER is spoken defamation of character (defama- 
tion in transient form). 

LIBEL is written and published (defamation in a 
permanent form). 

A TAMBOLA is a kind of lottery with fancy articles for 
prizes. (Often the rotating barrel that mixes the raffle 
tickets). 

TOMBOLO — a bar or spit which joins an island to the 
mainland or two islands. 

2. The motions of the heart (by tracing a curve on paper). 

3. Soldiers fitted their shields together to make a solid 
canopy and flanks to protect them when thev attacked 
city walls. This resembled the tortoise shell in its 
appearance and purpose . 

4. Fine, calm weather conditions, although in winter foe is 

likely to develop. , s 

“ T be shepherd's delight, but a red skv in the 

morning, is the shepherd's warning." 

6. Medicine. A vessel for holding liquids, especialy drinks- 
fonneriy variously applied, now usually a small glass 
bottle, especially for liquid medicine. 

7 ‘ ALLEY is th 9 name given to a district 

(^upiedby composers and publishers of popular music. 
^ Refers ' m England, to Denmark Street. London. 

8 ‘ l ^'" 0rS „T -V “ tbat ,he Meeting surfaces are 
m,h ° ,her ■ Th *y arranged nr an 

angle of 45 degrees co the axis of the tube. The light rays 
enter an aperture opposite one mirror and are reflected 

"*5 t ° lh ? mirror. This in 

the rays directly to the eye at the bottom aperture of the 


PUZZLES 

™ • eotoure are; B, “*- “imf/ie. gold 

emerald, primrose, orange, B ' 

blue. saxe. rust, rose, 

grey, red, pink , lime, navy. 
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Multi-party panel 
recommends Sharia 
as law in Somalia 


Egypt offers reward for militants’ capture 
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MOGADISHU (Agencies) — A 
committee drafting a constitution 
for Somalia, which has been with- 
out government for more than 
two years of civil war. has recom- 
mended that Islamic laws (Shar- 
ia) be the basis for all Somalia- 
laws. 

•md The proposal came from a sub- 
committee of the transitional 
charter drafting committee, com- 
prising 15 factions which began 
work at the weekend, a spokes- 
man for the U.N. Operation in 
Somalia (UNOSOM) said here 
Wednesday. 

Somalia is a Muslim country 
where most people belong to the 
Sunni branch of Islam. 

UNOSOM spokesman Adish- 
war Padarath said another com- 
mittee handling property disputes 
was considering May 15 as the 
date for noticing ail Somalis 
inside and outside the country 
T J hat all illegally owned property 
should be restored. 

The injunction would cover the 
period from independence in 
1960 until now. with special 
attention paid to cases since 1991, 
when civil war broke out after the 
collapse of the Mohammad Siad 
Barre dictatorship. 

Many dwellings in the capital 
and elsewhere have been taken 
over by squatters of various sorts, 
including displaced persons and 
refugees and clan combatants. . 

The two committees wound up 
their first sessjon Wednesday and 
are due to resume work Sunday, 
the spokesman said. 

In other developments: 

— The press office of the 
American-led United Task Force 
reported that a woman corporal 
.with the Canadian contingent had 
■ her nose .broken in a stone- 
throwing incident at a Mogadishu 
market Monday and might need 
surgeiy. 

Youths often throw stones ar 
UNITAF patrols and vehicles 
and sometimes try to snatch their 
weapons. Some UNITAF units 
have put barbed wire on their' 
vehicles. ' 

— At Baidoa. 200 kilometres 
northwest of the capital, a Somali 
accused of “spying" for Mr. Siad 
Barre, toppled in January 1991-, 
was stoned to death, the U.N. 
spokesman said. 

— Chief warlord General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed re- . 
turned to Mogadishu Tuesday af- 
ter more than a month abroad. 

After attending last month’s 
national*- TecdritfiffaffiSfi'"’ confer-, 
ence in neighbcmring^JEthiopia, 


Rabin to 
yisit Russia 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin will "in 
the near future" become the 
first Israeli premier to visit Rus- 
sia. his spokesman Gad Ben Ari 
said Wednesday. 

"I can confirm that the prime 
minister is considering a visit to, 
Russia in the near future." he 
told AFP, after Russian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Boris Kolokov 
told Israeli journalists in Moscow 
Tuesday the visit would take' 
place before the summer. 

Political turmoil in Russia has 
led to fears in Israel that the flow 
of Jewish immigrants could be 
severely reduced if President 
Boris Yeltsin fails'fo win a vote of 
% confidence in Sunday’s referen- 
dum. 

Nearly 17.IMK)' of the 20.000 
immigrants who arrived in Israel 
during the first quarter of 1993 
were from former Soviet Union-, 
which has provided the bulk of 
the nearly 5(XUKKi Jew who have 
settled in the country since 
Mikhail - Gorbachev opened the 
doors in late 19K9. . 

Israeli officials hope to attract 
about 100,000 Jews to the country 
over each of the next five years’ 
the vast majority from Russia . ' 

The Jewish Agency, a ■ semi- 
government "hody which oversees 
immigration, counts t.7 million 
Jews in the former Soviet empire. 

1 . 1 million of whom have started 
the lengthy procedures leading to 
^emigration. - ■ ' 

* But Israel Radio’s Moscow. cor-, 
respondent reported Wednesday 
that an estimated five " million 
Jews live there. He quoted- the 
demographic centre of the Rus- 
sian parliament spying many. were 
only .now surfacing after ‘-70 years' 
in the communist doset. 

Jcw.-v had 'been discovered- in 
“.-ccret cities 1 ’ setup for scientific 
research that nev^r ’ appeared ! on 
any maps, the correspondent 
said. > " ■■■' . 

Simctia -Dinilz.- J head -of the 
agency, said Tuesday:.' "We have 
to get as many : Jews as possible 
out of the states of'thc former 
USSR .as quickly ay: we can and 
get them .to' Israel." v. .. .: 

Mr. Diniiz was reacting to 
comments by Vjacheslav Kosti- 
kov, a senior' Yeltsin aide who 
warned that if the president tees 
the referendum Jews could face 
sanctioas and . emigration could 
be slashed by what he termed-llre 
I “Nazi” opposition. 


he visited Sudan — which has 
strict sharia laws — Uganda and 
Yemen, his radio station said. 

— In Ottawa, opposition lead- 
ers Tuesday accused Defence 
Minister Kim Campbell, the 
favourite to succeed Prime Mmis- 
- ter Brian Mulroney, of covering 
up the beating death of a Somali 
in die custody of Canadian troops 
in Somalia. 

Five soldiers were arrested on 
homicide charges following the 
March 16 death of a Somali man 
who was caught entering rhe 
Canadian compound in Belet 
Huen, but the arrests were not 
made public in Canada until two 
weeks later. 

"The minister kept this in- 
formation from the people of 
Canada,” deputy Liberal leader 
Sheila Copps told parliament. 

"Canadian officials treated this 
as homicide and soldiers axe 
being investigated under that 
charge," said New Democrat 
John Brewin. "It is now clear that 
the minister knew about it a day 
after it happened and aided and 
abetted the cover-up.” 

Bur Harvie Andre, Conserva- 
tive leader in the House of Com- 
mons, replied that "there is no- 
thing to cover up and the military 
is investigating through its judi- 
cial system." 

“(the opposition) is digging 
...looking for dirt where it does 
not exist,” he said. 

* A Defence Ministry spokes* 

* man said the arrested soldiers 
were flown back to Canada for 
investigation and a corporal who 
attempted suicide was being tre- 
ated in hospital. 

The ministry also disclosed that 
three military police investigators 
were sent to Belet Huen Saturday 
to investigate another shooting 
that occurred on March 4 when 
two Somalis entered the Cana- 
dian compound and one was shot 
dead. 

— In Bonn, Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl’s cabinet formally 
approved Wednesday sending 
1,600 troops on a humanitarian 
mission to Somalia, in the Ger- 
man army’s first foreign deploy- 
ment outside the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) re- 
gion, government officials said. 

But only a day after the three 
coalition parties endorsed the de- 
cision, controversy flared, with 
reports that German experts 
secretly consider the mission a 
spectacle, to dazzle the public. 

\ The- troops .^mainly: engineers' 
and’ technicians -and' an armed 
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Somali women queue up in Croat of a Mogadishu feeding centre (AFP 
photo) 


force to defend them, will be 
dispatched in late June to help 
the second phase of the United 
Nations operation in Somalia, 
and will be stationed in an 
already-pacified region. 

But reliable sources said that 
the government had already been 
told in a secret report that the 
mission would be superfluous ex- 
cept as an exercise to impress 
public opinion. 

The report was made to an 
inter-ministerial group by a Ger- 
man diplomat, who visited poten- 
tial deployment areas in northern 
Somalia after the Somalia peace 
conference in Addis Ababa and 
concluded that German troops 
would be wasting their time 
there, they said. 

In Mogadishu, UNOSOM II 
spokesman Keith Oliver said the 
world body was delighted by foe 
Germans’ final decision. 

"The U.N. welcomes the deci- 
sion. It immensely delights us to 
note that senior members of the 
world community take the lead in 
joining, bands to help a situation 
such as • this,”* Mr. -Oliver told 


Reuters. 

Other senior U.N. officials said 
the Germans may have had re- 
servations about the mandate 
given to soldiers serving in UN- 
OSOM II to apply all necessary 
force if anyone obstructed their 
work. 

“This mandate, which allows 
the use of force, including shoot- 
ing to kill, may not have been 
very comforting. But we are glad 
they will join and help save this 
country," one official said. 

— Heavy rains m southern 
Somalia have forced the suspen- 
sion of the repatriation or re- 
fugees from Kenya and slowed 
famine relief operations, U.N. 
officials said. 

UNITAF spokesman Colonel 
Fred Peck said plans to send 
• '2,500 refugees from foe northern 
Kenyan town of A1 Wak back to 
their homes in the southern Gedo 
and Bardere regions were “inde- 
finitely suspended." 

“The roads are totally impass- 
able .and the rains ounly appeal; to 
be, increasing,.". said- Col. Peck. 



The National Music Conservatory/Noor AI Hussein Foundation 

Concerts and Recitals 

Theatre: The Royal Cultural Centre 


Thursday. 22 Aoril I W3 - K:0() o.m. 


A MUSICAL ENCOUNTER: 
QANIJN & PIANO 
A unique musical event: Gnmal Abdul 
Mu'ii'ini (qanim) and Hans Lcrchbnciicr and 
Christian Senior! (piano) will show the 
correlation between the Qua nun and the 
Piano. The program u ill include solo qanun 
and 4-iuuid piano pieces by Ravel. Poulenc 
and Salic. 

Ticket Price: JD 5 

In i oo/wration with ( iocthc Institut - 
Amman 

Saturday. 24 April 1993 - X'.OO o.m. 


CLARINET & PIANO RECITAL 

A dynamic performance presented by Agnes 
Bashir (piano) and Ali Sliawki (clarinet), two 
faculty members of the National Music 
Conservatory. The program •will include 
pieces by Vivaldi. Mo/an. Chopin and oihcrs. 
Ticket Price: JD 5 


Sunday. 25 April 1993 - X:QQ p.m. 


VIOLIN & PIANO RECITAL 

Sclli Taylor (violin) and Monica Ripamonti 
(piano) will perform three violin sonatas by 
Mo/arl. Beethoven and Brahms. Their recital 
reinforces the application of Classical wdl- 
icmpcrcd tuning (A=432) and its implication 
on a better music appreciation. 

Ticket Price: JD 5 

In cooperation with Schiller Institute 

Thursday. 29 April 1993 - X:()() o.m. 


PHILIPPE CARMENT TRIO 

A Jn yy. recital by Philippe Cnmicni (piano). 
Jcan-Bcnoil Culot (drums) and Lionel 
Guillemin (double bass). 

Ticket Price: JD 5 

In cooperation with the brunch ( 'nlfural 
( 'enfre. 


Attend all activities Tor JD 16 
The National Music Conservatory » tel. 687620 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt has 
offered a reward of S15.000 for 
information leading to the arrests 
of Muslim militants, who 
Wednesday claimed an abortive 
assassination bid on a govern- 
ment minister. 

The country’s new interior 
minister. General Hassan Al 
Alfi, said the offer was designed 
to "unite the efforts of the 
population and security services” 
to combat the militants. 

Police will “protect informants 
and conceal their identity," he 
told the weekly Akhbar Al 
Hawadedi, offering the S 15,000 
reward, the equivalent of 20 years 
of average wages for an Egyptian 
worker. 

The underground Al Gamaa 
Al Idamia, meanwhile, claimed 
responsibility for Tuesday's 
attack on Information Minisrer 
Safwat Al Sherif in which be was 
cut by flying glass and his driver 
and bodyguard were shot and 
wounded. 

A chief of its military wing, 
Mohammad Selim, was quoted in 




Egyptian security forces seal off an area in a Cairo 
suburb in search of assailants who opened fire on 


Cairo newspapers as saving in a 
telephone call that the attack was 
carried out “in retaliation for 
recent statements” from the 


minister. 

The fundamentalist Muslim 
Brotherhood, which is tolerated 
by the authorities, condemned 


Information Minister Sawfat Al Sharif on Tuesday 
(AFP photo) 

the assassination bid and said 
italist Muslim such actions were "contrary to 
ich is tolerated Islamic laws and forbidden by 
condemned Islam." 


Tens of thousands 
attend Ozal’s funeral 


Sharif launches mass 
campaign against ouster 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Tens of 
thousands of people and delega- 
tions from 66 countries attended 
the state funeral here Wednesday 
of President Turgut Ozal in an 
atmosphere of remembrance. 

More than 500.000 Turks had 
filed past his bier in an unbroken 
line starting Tuesday and going 
on through the night to Wednes- 
day morning. It was only at 3. 
a.m. that the kilometre-long pro- 
cession of mourners outside par- 
liament began to thin out. 

There were few tears. The col- ' 
lapse and death Saturday of their 
66-year-old president with known 
heart problems came as no sur- 
prise. 

There was a lot of respect on 
the quiet faces. Like Mr. Ozal, 
many were the grandchildren of 
peasants and the children of 
smalltime civil servants whose 
chance to share in power came 
with Ataturk's reforms in 1923 
which established the modem re- 


public. 

Like the founder. Mr. Ozal too 
had broken many taboos, and 
fellow Anatolians were proud of 
how he had redressed their mar- 
ginalisation under the former 
Ottoman empire. 

Many of the mourners standing 

under a light drizzle displayed a 
picture of the late president on 
their clothes while banners 
throughout the dty read “Ozal. 
president elected by the people." 

Sixty-six foreign delegations, 
including 10 presidents, paid their 
respects, bowing before the cata- 
falque draped with Turkey’s red 
flag with white crescent and star. 

James Baker, the former 
secretary of state, was at the head 
of the delegation representing the 
United States at the funeral. Mr. 
Baker frequently visited Turkey 
during the Gulf crisis, when Mr. 
Ozal staunchly stood beside the 
allied coalition fighting Iraq. 


RAWALPINDI, Pakistan (AFP) 
— To the cheeis of thousands of 
supporters. Pakistan's ousted 
Premier Nawaz Sharif launched a 
nationwide campaign to regain 
power Wednesday as cracks be- 
gan to appear in the newly- 
formed national union govern- 
ment. 

Mr. ShanT boarded r.hisAwnti 
(People's) Express after urging 
Pakistanis to rise against “ene- 
mies of democracy and Pakis- 
tan.” 

More than 5,000 people, 
crowded onto the station plat- 
forms, denounced President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan, who de- 
posed Mr. Sharif earlier this week 
and dissolved parliament, ending 
a month- -long power struggle. 

The normally crowded markets 
in Rawalpindi, the former nation- 
al capital, were closed, reflecting ' 
the wide support for Mr. Sharif 
among businessmen and traders. 

Emulating arch rival, former 
Premier Benazir Bhutto, who 


undertook an abortive cross- 
country train campaign to oust 
. Mr. Sharif in December, . the 43- 
year-old deposed premier hopes 
to gain support of crowds cn 
route. 

His associates called the 270- 
kilometre train ride the beginning 
of a “crusade for democracy and 
progress.” 

In Karachi, Pakistan's Federa- 
tion of Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FPCCI) called for a 
nationwide strike Thursday to 
support Mr. Sharif and his sacked 
pro- business government. 

Meanwhile in the capital, the 
first cracks appeared between Be- 
nazir Bhutto, who wants the im- 
mediate dissolution of four pro* 
vincial assemblies, and new 
Prime Minister Balkh Sher 
Mazari. 

'‘Suspicion is too strong but we 
find they are not moving fast 
enough." explained a spokesman 
for Ms. Bhutto’s leftist Pakistan 
People's Party IPPP). 
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Becker, Ivanisevic crash 
out at Monte Carlo Open 


MONTE CARLO (AP) — Boris 
Becker made another early exit 
from a day-court tournament and 
looked to the future as he lost to 
Olympic champion Marc Rosset 
the SI .65 million Monte Carlo 
Open. 

Rosset, of Switzerland, beat 
the three-time Wimbledon cham- 
pion 7-6 (7-3), 6-3. Stefan 
Edberg, the top seed, caxne from 
behind to beat France’s Henri 
Leconte in a second-round 
match, 3-6, 7-5. 6-1. 

Andrei Medvedev of Ukraine 
continued his hot clay-court play 
with a 6-4, 6-0, victory over Tom 
Nijssen of the Netherlands. 

In the last match of the day, 
■Andrei Cherkasov of Russia eli- 
minated No. 4 seed Goran Iva- 
, nisevic of Croatia, 6-4, 6-3. 

Becker lost in the second round 

■ of the Nice Tournament last week 
on his return to the circuit after 
being out almost two months 
because of viral infections. 

“The problem is that I didn’t 
play a tournament in seven-eight 
weeks,” Becker said. “My prob- 
lem now is that I start again on 
day which, even if I am in good 
, shape, it is a bit harder for me 
' than on any other court." 

Becker, ranked No. 4 in the 
' world, looked ahead to more 
: clay-court play. 

“You know I am going to try 
. again next week (in Madrid) ana 
1 hope I am going to play a litue bit 
better and build slowly from 
there because the main goal is the 
French Open, not Nice or Monte 

■ Carlo.” 


After receiving a first-round 
bye, it was Becker's first match of 
the tournament. It was Becker’s 
third opening-match loss in 
Monte Carlo and the 10th in 36 
clay court tournaments in his 
career. 

Rosset, matching big services 
with Becker, was a bit steadier 
from the baseline and took the 
first-set debreak with four con- 
secutive points after being tied 

"I had chances, of course, serv- 
ing for the first set at 5-3. it was a 
long game and all of a sudden the 
game turned around,” Becker 
said. “In the tiebreaker he hit 
three or four very close calls, 
which went his way. Then in the’ 
second set it was close until 3- 
all.” 

In the second set Rosset used a 
between-the-legs return to hold 
on to his serve in the sixth game. 

Rosset was at the net and 
Becker lobbed over Rosset’s 
head. 

The Swiss ran it down and 
delivered a winning shoot past 
Becker approaching the net. 
Even Becker applauded as Ros- 
set raised his arms more in disbe- 
lief. 

After that Becker didn't win 
another game as Rosset broke the 
German’s serve twice. 

Rosset lost his first round 
match at Nice the week before. 

“Last week it was my first play 
on day and I was playing an 
opponent (Javier Sanchez) who 
was running a lot and playing a 
lot.” said Rosset. “If I play 


against an attacking player I feel 
more patient.” 

He is ranked 26th in the world. 

Ivanisevic lost for the second 
time in three matches on clay. He 
bowed in the second round at 
Nice and was so angry he refused 
to go to the press conference and 
was fined $1,000 by the ATP 
tour. 

He continued his poor play, 
having 37 unforced errors com- 
pared to Cherkasov's 11. 

Medvedev, the No. 7 seed, 
won the last seven games as be 
used his powerful grounds stroke 
to force Nijssen into errors in the 
second round match. 

Edberg, who lost in the semi- 
finals at Nice to Marc Goellner, a 
German qualifier, dropped the 
first set before be got rolling and 
raced to a 5-0 lead in the second 
set. He let Leconte, playing bril- 
liant tennis at times and error- 
laden tennis at others, even it at 

5- 5. 

”1 got off to a little bit of a 
shaky start but Henri played 
well,” Edberg said. “Then I 
started to get into a groove and I 
got up five-love. Then I don't 
want to talk about the rest.” 

In first-round matches, Aaron 
Krickstein, who lost in the final 
last year to Austrian Thomas 
Muster, beat No. 13 seed Henrik 
Holm of Sweden, 6-1, 6-2. Paul 
Haarhuis of the Netherlands de- 
feated Swede Thomas Enqvist, 
7-5, 6-1 and Cedric Pioline of 
France downed Tomas Zdrazila 
of the Czech Republic, 1-6, 6-4, 

6 - 1 . 


RAC J all set for Jordan 
International Rally 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Preparations for 
the most awaited auto sports 
event of the year, the Jordan 
International Rally, are well 
on course and organisers, the 
Royal Automobile Club of Jor- 
dan (RACJ), are encouraged 
by a vast interest from a large 
number of foreign as well as 
local competitors. 

At a press conference 
Wednesday, RACJ Director 
Derek Ledger voiced hope that 
the 1993 Jordan International 
Rally, which forms one of the 
five rounds of the Middle East 
Championship, will be success- 
ful as ever and even hinted that 
it was seriously being consi- 
dered for the World Cham- 
pionship. 

The rally set for May 27-28 
will start at the Roman 
Amphitheatre in downtown 
Amman and finish at the rally's 
new headquarters at the Forte 
Grand Hotel (previously 
known as the Plaza Hotel). 

Competitors from Germany. 
Cyprus, Lebanon. Qatar. 
Saudi Arabia, the Czech Re- 
public, England as well as the 
Kingdom's top drivers are ex- 
pected to take part in the 
two-day 970- kilometre rally 
which is sponsored this year by 
Gold Coast of the Jordan 
Cigarette and Tobacco Com- 
pany. 



RACJ officials at Wednesday’s press conference (photo by Naser 
Ayonbj 


“This year’s rally, is entirely 
a national effort “pointed out 
Mr. Ledger. “The route is pre- 
pared, and the rally is well on 
target. We also have an en- 
couraging interest from com- 
petitors and foreign media.” 

“For the first time we have a 
local company sponsoring the 
event, we also have a new 
headquarters at the Forte 
Grand Hotel with which we 
hope to have a harmonious 
relationship,” added Mr. Led- 
ger. 

Mr. Ledger, stressed the fact 
that the country’s most presti- 


gious auto sports event was an 
excellent chance in promoting 
Jordan and enhancing the 
Kingdom's good name to peo- 
ple around the world. 

Assistant derk of the course 
Ziad Louza said that rally offi- 
cials were now putting the 
finishing touches on the two- 
leg rally, which will feature 400 
kilometres of special stages. - 

The first leg will be asphalt 
roads in the north of the coun- 
try, with service regrouping in 
Jerash. while the second leg 
will be held in the desert with 
the main regrouping in Petra. 



Jordan’s U-22 basketball team 


Asian Youth Basketball Championship 

Jordan scores 60-45 
win over Malaysia 


From Samir Janakat 
in Hong Kong 

JORDAN’S under-22 national 
basketball team Wednesday won 
the opening match of the Asian 
Youth Basketball Championship 
with a 60-45 victory over 
Malaysia. 

The Kingdom's team is playing 
in Group C alongside Japan and 
Malaysia. Iran was supposed to 
compete in this group but later 
pulled out of the tournament. 


If the Jordanian team score' a 
victory in their next match against 
Japan Friday, they will top Group 
C and qualify for the final round 
in which group winners will play. 

The Jordanian team took, an 
early lead in the match as 
Mohammad AI Shamali led his 
team to a 16-2 lead at die begin- 
ning of the first half which Jordan 
won 32-16. 

Although the Malaysian team 
seemed at a loss in the first half. 


they succeeded in lessening the 
gap but Jordan maintained the 
lead to clinch their first victory. 

In a Group B match the Philip- 
pines beat Sri Lanka 92-54, the 
first half ending 45-37. In Group 
A hosts Hong Kong overcame 
Macau* 83- 59, the first half en- 
ding 29-22. 

On Thursday Korea play Hong 
Kong, Kuwait play Indonesia, 
Singapore play die Philippines, 
ana Japan face Malaysia. 


FIFA bans Turkish, Egyptian stadiums 


ZURICH, Switzerland (AP) — 
Wor ld soccer’s governing body 
FIFA Tuesday handed out sta- 
dium bans and hefty fines to 
Turkey and Egypt for fan miscon- 
duct during recent World Cup 
q ualify ing matches. 

FIFA's disciplinary committee 
banned all international matches 
in Turkey's Izmir Stadium for the 
next six months. It also imposed a 
six-month suspension on Cairo 
Stadium and extended this to, 
include inter-dub matches. 

It ordered the Turkish and 
Egyptian soccer federations to 
each pay 20,000 Swiss francs 
($15,000) for violating FIFA’s 
safety regulations. 

Objects were thrown at play- 
ers. officials and other fans dur- 
ing Turkey’s March 31 match 
against England, causing several 
injuries. England won the match 
2-0. Turkey is second to last in 
the European Group two with 
practically no chance of advanc- 
ing to the finals in the United 
States. 

Egypt was also found guilty of 
ignoring safety precautions at its 
Feb. 28 African Group qualifier 
against Zimbabwe. Egyptian fans 
threw objects on the pitch, injur- 
ing two members of die visiting 
delegation and forcing the referee 
to interrupt play. 

FIFA subsequently ordered a 
replay in France. This ended in a 
scoreless draw, effectively elimi- 
nating Egypt from the finals. 

In further sanctions, FIFA 
fined the Zambian Soccer Fed- 
eration 20,000 francs ($15,000) 
for poor organisation during a 
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Feb. 28 qualifier against Mada- 
gascar. One peraon died outside 
the stadium as a result of crowd 
problems. FIFA threatened 
Lusaka with a stadium, ban if 
there was a repeat. occurrence. 

Canada was ordered to pay 
10,000 francs ($6,600) as a result 
of unsportsmanlike conduct by 
players and one official during its 
April 4 qualifier against Hon- 
duras. Host Honduras was fined 


5,000 francs ($3,300) for poor 
organisation. 

The soccer authority also bar- 
red Uruguay from taking part in 
the next World Youth Soccer 
Championships and banned play- 
ers Correa Ayala and Sena Lame- 
la for six months, apparently be- 
cause of misconduct at die under- 
21 championships in Australia. 
The Uruguayan Soccer Federa- 
tion was fined 15.000 ($10,000). 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY APRIL 23, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. . Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
There are many things you warn to 
do today that would put you in 
quire a different position or categ- 
ory but the time tor you to do such 
pioneering b nor just yet. Think- 
out any new course of action. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Consult with partners and associ- 
ates your most talented ambitions 
after which you can get into the 
actual planning required to make 
them actually a fact. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can tone up yom' environment 
with some modern inventions and 
then get into making them operate 
so they last for a long time to 
come. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
suddenly get an idea what you can 
do to enjoy youiself and congenial 
companions more, then do the 
actual forging together of rela- 
tionships. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Think about putting more 
charm into your home with family 
and then devise ways so a new 
harmony will last for sometime to 
come. 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) Consider 
well a new approach to making 
your usual allies happy to be allied 
with you and then assure them of 
your continuing interest in them. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have cooperative ideas for 
adding to your income with the aid 


Of an 'op to dateland person and 
then t6u' can get busy "with ' the 
specifics required. 

LiBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You can wow others into doing 
• what you like if you are original 
and progressive it actions now. 
then let them know bow to back 
your ambitions. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Nove ru- 
bber 21) Do something dramatic 
that will show others your private 
plans for making quick headway 
and p rogress, then get a campaign 
going with their help. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) An original friend 
early shows you the way to bring 
your plans into your life without 
delay, then arrange so that this can 
continue for some time to come. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Take your most dever 
suggestions to one in a position to 
make your talent work now and 
then you can see how you can have 
a continuing success. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You can sparkle with all 
kinds of interests now so extend 
your influence and then you can 
make some new allies to last for a 
longtime. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Electrify your attachment by 
something unexpected early in the 
day and later you find a greater 
accord for sometime by your mates 
response. 
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DON'T BE STINGY 


North-South vulnerable. North 

deals. 

NORTH 

* AS 10 7 4 • 

J 10 9 

084 

♦ Q 10 3 

WEST EAST 

♦ 853 ♦ J62 

9765 983 

0 A 6 5 3 0 Q J 10 9 

4954 ♦ A K J 6 


SOUTH 

♦ Q9 

9AKQ42: 

OKT-2 ■' 

*8 72 
The bidding 

North East South West 

Pass 10 19 pass 

2 0 Pass 4 9 pass' 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of 0 

Bridge is a difficult enough game 
without your contributing to its 
complexities. Winning players are 
those who make life simple for 
partner. 

North’s cue-bid was a limit raise 
in hearts. South might have tried 
three no trump rather than four 
hearts, a contract that would have 
been a pianola after a normal open- , 
ing lead. 


West led the ace of diamonds and. 

in an attempt to get partner u> shift. 
East played a “low" nine of dia- 
monds. Declarer dropped the seven, 
' amf West. could not rend East's sig- 
nal. With the deuce of diamonds 
hidden in declarer's hand. West 
thoug ht partner was playing an en- 
couraging card. The diamond con- 
tinuation allowed declarer to scoop 
up 'the rest of the tricks by ruffing a 
diamond in dummy before drawing 
trumps. 

■ East blew the hand with careless 
play at the first trick— the correct 
card, to play under partner's ace « 
the queen! That denies the long 
since, when bolding touching hon- 
ors, you show that far following with 
the higher of the honor cards. 

With the threat of discards on 
dummy’s spades there for all to see. 
tt. is not difficult for West to find the 
killing defense. Persevering with di- 
amonds would obviously be futile, 
and if East has trump tricks coming, 
there s no hurjy. The only whiners 
that might disappear are in chibs, so 
at trick two East should shift to a 
. chib. The defenders would quickly 
rake in three tricks in that suit to 
defeat the game before declarer mn 
collect a trick. 


SORKCAST FOR THURSDAY APRIL 22, 1»3 

By jJ^Zscn, AM «**■» 

tsy moruta * __ -warencss of what associate* 

GENERAL TENDpClES: ^ expect of you soihmk 

_ ■ ■- -mu rtial will add 10 yOUr .L viaiw Kill stick close to 


nSTSi tta will * »d.o.y°-; r 

present abundance and happiness. 
You can come to a truer under- 
standing of one who's 
upon you is lessening. A loved one 
will seek a more harmonious 
atmosphere with you. 

ARIES: March 21 to April 19) 
Confusion how best to handle your 
work can best be handled by get- 
ting some fresh methods of ways to 
perform so study all available good 
sources. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You are uncertain just how to 
handle a talent you want to express 
but putting more effort in ana 
perfecting it will make it operate as 
you wish. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Conditions at your home can be 
confusing so study with care your 
families’ views and for best resuns 
get suggestions from a longtime 
partner. 

MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 to 
July 21) Early you find it difficult 
to get mto the activities awaiting 
your attention but by being stead- 
fast they work out very much to 
your gain. 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) You are 
searching tor more financial secur- 
ity but do not see it in* your 
environment but instead listen to 
creative companions who are bril- 
liant. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You need to come to a new and 


in IOC wwi . . . 

about their views but suck close to 
your home- 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
*ni you ran not see the solution to 
Twerey that is now vows hut drop 
it for the moment and get out. do 
erTands and shopping and visit with 
comrades. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 2D A change in altitude to- 
wards a good friend could be in- 
advisable so postpone making any 
comment and instead concentrate 
upon building your income. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Take no risks ,n 
dealing with anyone who has any 
control over your affairs soact in a 
conventional manner and be social 
with dose friends. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Don’t make that radic- 
al change that appeals to .you for 
the time is not yet ripe but instead 
join with good friends in private 
pleasures you all enjoy. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febro- 
ary 19) Obligations of a material 
nature hqve an element of uncer- 
tainty connected with them so pul 
them aside for the moment and 
make new acquaintances. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Talk things out with any part- 
ner until you reach a harmonious 
decision with rancor and put your 
main effort on outside vocational 
activities. . 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


HARPiS 


CLICK 

CLICK 



“If men like electronic stuff so much, 
how come you hate to use 
the vacuum deaner? r 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• .by Henri Arnold 


■Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circkx! letter* to 
*wm the surprise answer, as suo- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer any"] 


(Answer* Monday) 

Yesterday's l JumWes: DALLY FAULT MEASLY NINETY 

I Answer What comics first have to team about their 
profession— THE "FUN-DAM ENTALS" 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 T ran sporter of 
furnishings 
6 Baiter - 
movement 
10 Translucent 
chalcedony 
ia Zola 
15 Gangly 
18 "Queen for — 

17 Cans 

18 Queen — (plant) 

20 Craft 

21 Gfves out 

23 In a zoo 

24 FrtCy 

26 Died out 

27 Truth 

29 Croissants 

31 Greedy ' 

32 Quidnunc 

33 Before 

36 Ocean front 
39 Crushed 
41 Ocean flyer 
. 42 Approaches 

44 Secrete 

45 Inscribed slab 

46 Strong- wlfled 
woman 

48 John Jacob — 
50 Colombian city 

52 Shoe grip 

53 Quadrangle 
amid cloisters 

54 — ton (high 
society} 

57 46A queen 
59 Poplar 

61 Of grandparents 

62 Pitcher 
Hershiser 

53 Election Day 
figure 

64 Remove 

65 Attitudinize 

66 Old Hebrew 
vestment 

DOWN 

1 Butte 

2 Sharif 

3 Age in England 

4 WapW 

5 Take offense 

6 COrnrow 

7 Revere's «ght 





8 Stopovers for 
travelers 

9 — cart (make do) 

10 Diet dishes 

11 Saw 

12 Sprinted 

13 Colored 

19 Overcharges for 
tickets 

22 Springtime 

25 Disencumbers 

26 ice section 

27 Container for 
flowers 

28 At any tiraa 

30 Klutz's apology 

32 Pinniped" 

33 Queen of 
England 

34 Change the 
decor 

35- First place 

37 Completely 


Panle Solved: 


wssiPia 

nK^bEnWli 

w 


37 Completely ’ ‘ 

M Forest creaturae 47 Cal. desert 

saar s&H 

. — «■ ■SSS'sKl, 


M Actor Everett 
53 Sandwich 
type 

55 Margarine 

56 Twerp 
58 Cut off 
60 Hit - 
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Israelis kill 2 and wound 56 






til 


V,i 










IT 

"V"^' ■■ 

"■'!■ Ik-li *■ 

s < 

h *Ci 


sh * c 


■■■ ».n,i ',;v 

S.II 


»lf\. 


"■"'ll jJ'iS 




1 lh 
” 1 I”- ihi 

' l '- 




(Continued 

19 homes with anti-tank rockets 
Tuesday and killed a Palestinian 
during a search operation. 

Two more Palestinians were 
wounded at Shattj camp on the 
city’s northern seashore. 

As violence erupted, Palesti- 
nian and Israeli human lights 
groups condemned the indefinite 
closure of the occupied terrjtor- 
»es, warning that the Gaza Strip 
^?aces a serious crisis, and urged 
Woreign intervention. 

“Hie economic and humanita- 
rian situation in the Gaza Strip is 
deteriorating fast and 
approaching crisis proportion,” 

20 organisations warned in a 
statement. 

After 15 Israelis were killed in 
March, Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin banned Palestinians from 
entering Israel from Gaza on 
March 29 and the West Bank two 
days later, throwing about 
120,000 Arabs out of work. 

Mr. Rabin said Wednesday 
that Israel would allow a total of 
i 16,000-17,000 Palestinians to 
T work in the country after an April 
26 holiday, doubling the number 
who have been granted work 
permits this week. 

But he warned the occupied 
territories would remain closed 
off for a long time. ‘The situation 


from page 1) 

will not return to what It was 
before” he said. 

Hie groups held a press confer- 
ence at the roadblock on the 
northern edge of Jerusalem and 
called for “the lifting of the milit- 
ary siege, (which) puts the provi- 
sion of essentia] needs seriously 
at risk.” 

“The closure violates basic hu- 
man rights such as the freedom of 
worship, the right to education, 
the right to medical care and 
severely restricts access to essen- 
tial services.? 

The Palestinian Organisation 
for Human Rights criticised the 
“deafening silence” of foreign 
countries and urged signatories of 
the Geneva Convention and the 
United Nations to force Israel to 
obey international law. 

The Gaza Centre for Rights 
charged Israel with resorting to 
“excessive collective punish- 
ment' 1 against the Palestinians hi 
the occupied territories at the 
same time as Gazans reel from 
“the cumulative impact of in- 
creasing killings and injuries, cur- 
fews, closed military zones, house 
demolitions, arrests, harassment 
and beatings." 

The centre demanded “im- 
mediate international protection” 
for Palestinians. 
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Gulf crisis cost Arabs $676 billion 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Fund officials said the fi- 
gures collated from official 
and other sources had not 
been challenged by either 
government. 

The report said that apart 
from the costs to Kuwait and 
Iraq resulting from war de- 
vastation, the Arab World as 
a whole also lost about $91 
billion from a sharp drop in 
economic growth. 

After healthy GNP growth 
that averaged an annua! 
seven per cent in the four 
years that preceded the crisis, 
Arab World GNP growth fell 
to 1.3 per cent in 1990 and 
showed a decline, or negative 
GNP growth, of seven per 
cent in 1991 when it stood at 
$420 billion. 

Figures for 1992 were not 
available yet but the AMF 
expected them to show good 
recovery. 

The AMF put the value of 
higher government spending 
during the crisis, mainly on 
defence related costs, at $56 


billion. 

Loss of remittances by gov- 
ernments and individuals, 
mainly to poorer Arab states 
that depended on income 
from the Gulf, was put at 
another $51 billion. 

Net private transfer out of 
Arab oil producing states, 
mainly in the Gulf, reached 
$37 billion in the two years of 
the crisis white transfers to 
the mainly labour-exporting 
Arab countries was $14 bil- 
lion. 

The report said a large part 
of the $23 billion deficit was 
accounted for by transfers by 
hundreds of thousands of ex- 
patriate Asian workers who 
returned home during the 
crisis. 

It was not possible to put a 
value on the substantial en- 
vironmental and other n on- 
financial damage during the 
war. 

The report was prepared 
with the help of the Arab 
Fund for Economic and So- 
da! Development and the 
Organisation ~of Arab Pet- 
roleum Exporting-Countries. 


Jordan urges tough Bosnia action 


Arabs to return to talks April 27 

(C ont i n ued from page I) 


formed Mr. Christopher of their 
decision to attend the talks. The 
ninth round of a process which 
began 18 month ago but has made 
slow progress. 

Diplomats expect that the Un- 
ited States and Israel win now 
hand over tetters or issue state- 
ments summarising the promises 
and assurances made to the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Arafat said he expected 
the United States to make a 
statement immediately. 

Asked what would happen to 
the December expellees. Mr. 
Arafat said: “I do not warn to be 
premature. After this news con- 
ference here there wiQ be a state- 
mem by tiie United States which 
includes answers to ah these 
questions.” 

Mr. Arafat, who went to 
Damascus early Wednesday and 
flew to Cairo after the announce- 
ment, said later that the decision 
to resume the peace talks was a 
step toward peace and not surren- 
der. 


“The Arab position is an 
attempt to show our good inten- 
tions and to give peace a chance.” 
Mr. Arafat told reporters. 

“We will see if Israel remains 
committed to its promises... 
(Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak) 
Rabin must understand that this 
is peace and not surrender,” he 
said. 

Mr. Arafat urged the United 
States not to be biased in Israel’s 
favour. 

The PLO chairman was sche- 
duled to meet with President 
Hosni Mubarak later Wednes- 
day. Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa, who was also in 
Amman Tuesday, accompanied 
Mr. Arafat to Damascus and then 
to Cairo. 

At the press conference, Mr. 
Sharaa warned that Israel was 
placing obstacles in the path of 
the peace process. 

Mr. Arafat pointed to hostili- 
ties in South Lebanon as such an 
obstruction. 

Mr. Sharaa said the peace pro- 
cess is at “dangerous intersec- 


tion." 

“We Arab parties, who are 
keen about the peace process, are 
resuming (he peace talks after we 
had called for its postponement," 
Mr. Sharaa said. 

“We are confident that the 
co-sponson, notably the United 
States, frilly realise the deep con- 
cern sweeping the region. There- 
fore, this keenness has been ex- 
pressed by giving a new oppor- 
tunity which should be recipro- 
cated in order that the peace talks 
would go in appropriate and posi- 
tive atmosphere and in order that 
the peace process does not col- 
lapse completely,” Mr. Sharaa 
said. 


Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashram said the decision 
to return to the negotiating table 
was “very difficult but realistic” 
and ft was adopted to maintain 
Arab solidarity. 

Dr. Ashrawi said that the over- 
night talks in Amman between 
PLO leaders and the peace nego- 
tiators were “frank and responsi- 
ble." 

The delegation is "united and 
none of its members intends to 
withdraw," she told AFP. 

Dr. Ashrawi was reacting to 
press comments in which Saeb 
Erakat. deputy leader of the 
team, was quoted as threatening 
to step down ‘if the PLO decides 


Hawatmeh critical of decision 

(Continued from page 1) 


(Continued freiai page !) ~ 


infiuential powers had interests? 
Was that the standard? Let it be 
so. Nevertheless, the internation- 
al community must ask: “Where 
«re the human rights?" The im- 
TOge of hypocrisy had exceeded its 
politically accepted limit. He 
asked whether he would be ex- 
aggerating if he were to propose 


' that, in order to alleviate the 
„ jigKness of the picture and for the 
Internationa] community to be 
true to itself, that the World 
Conference on Human Rights, 
scheduled to be held in Vienna in 
June, be postponed and that dis- 
cussion of human rights be sus- 
pended until the international 
community was able to preserve 
the human dignity of the Bosnian 
Muslim survivors. 


Organisation (PLO) when the 
majority of members were ab- 
sent,” said Nayef Hawatmeh, 
leader of the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP). 

“That decision was immediate- 
ly conveyed to the U.S. adminis- 
tration and the Egyptian govern- 
ment,” he added. 

“What happened afterwards 
was all window-dressing for the 
decision, with most efforts (by 
the PLO leadership) concen- 
trated on Convincing members of 
the Palestinian delegation to par- 
ticipate in the coining round." he 
said. 

Mr. Hawatmeh, whose group is 
the third largest inside the PLO 
umbrella and who has been critic- 
al of the conditions under which 
the Palestinians participated in 
the peace process, contended that 
the whole Palestinian people 
oppose resumption of the talks 
under the current circumstances, 
“We are demanding an end to 
Palestinian participation (in the 
talks) so that our national and the 
PLO's unity can be preserved and 
the Palestinians can have better 
terms for negotiations in accord- 
ance with U.N. resolutions.” he 
said. 

“The subject of Jerusalem 
should also be included on the 
agenda in the new conditions." 

Mr,., Hawatmeh, wh.p was 
speakipe m an interview with the 
Jordan Times and its sister Ara- 
bic daily Al Ra'i upon arrival in 
Amman for a visit, quoted Dr, 
Haidar Abdul Shafi, head of the 
Palestinian negotiating team, as 
saying recently that the majority 
of the Palestinian people deman- 
ded withdrawal from the negotia- 
tions, if the deportations issue is 
not solved and conditions are 
improved for continued participa- 
tion. 


To back his views, the DFLP 
leader said that the people of 
Gaza recently staged a sit-in at 
Dr. Abdul Shafi's home while the 
Arab people of Jerusalem and 
Jericho staged similar sit-ins at 
the homes of Faisal Husseini, 
head of the delegation's steering 
committee, and Dr. Saeb 
Ureikat, a delegation member, 
demanding withdrawal from the 
talks. 

The Palestinian people Mr. 
Hawatmeh said, have been de- 
manding That the Palestinian de- 
legation boycott the talks until 
resolution 799 concerning the 400 
expellees has been implemented, 
that settlement programmes be 
halted and the state of siege and 
repressive measures against the 
people under occupation end. 

“If the Israelis refuse to re- 
patriate the 400 Palestinians in 
implementation of Resolution 
799, how would they react to 
demands for their withdrawal 
from occupied Palestinian lands 
as well occupied Jordanian, 
Lebanese and Syrian territories, 
and- dismantle Jewish settle- 
ments” Mr. Hawatmeh asked. 

Predicting a total failure of the 
ninth round, he said that the 
Palestinian masses are expected 
to stage nationwide strikes on 
April 27 to support their demand 
for a halt to the negotiations. 

“Hie participants in the April 
27 talks will discover that they are 
reaping a bitter harvest because 
they have ignored the opinion of 
their' masses" Mr. Hawatmeh 
said, addihg that there was an 
urgent need for a referendum 
among the Palestinians inside the 
occupied territories and in the 
diaspora about the course of the 
^ negotiations. 

Referring to the DFLP, 
, Hawatmeh said that since 1973 
the front had been demanding 
balanced political solutions and 
negotiations based on the inter- 
national legitimacy. 


Abdul Shafi ‘surprised,’ but will go 

( Contra oed from page J) 


, of allegiance or loyalty. We have 
been following orders for a long 
time and I would rather go and 
write my memoirs," Saeb Erekat 
told Reuters. 

Dr. Erekat, a high-profile 
member of the delegation who 
enraged the Israelis at the open- 
ing of the peace talks in Madrid 
by wearing the Palestinian 
nationalist headdress and pledg- 
ing allegiance to then-outlawed 
PLO, said there were too many 
obstacles now to sanction another 
return to the table. 

He said Washington, the main 
sponsor for the talks, had pledged 
that some of the Palestinian de- 
mands would be met — but after 
the Palestinians agree to attend 
negotiations. 

‘Tve heard so many times in 
the past few days from the Amer- 
ican once you agree there will be 


steps taken... it seems to me they 
don’t take into consideration the 
obstacles (Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak) Rabin puts in our face," 
he said. 

Dr. Erekat would not say what 
promises Washington had made. 
But he said a key issue was still 
the U-N- resolution calling for 
immediate return of the Palesti- 
nians expelled to South Lebanon 
in December, a move which 
halted the peace process. 

“Wc have been saying... let 
Israel pledge not to resort to 
deportations (in the future) and 
this will give us an opening.” Dr. 
Erekat, a university lecturer, 
said. 

He and other negotiators say 
they thave come under pressure 
from Palestinians in the occupied 
territories disillusioned that Israel 
has tightened its grip on the West 
Bank and Gaza despite over a 
year of peace talks. 


to return to the negotiating table 
immediately." 

In Marj A1 Zohour, Lebanon, 
Palestinian expellees deplored 
the decision to return to the 
negotiating table as a “cheap 
sellout.” 

“We are dismayed over this 
cheap sellout. We all feel our 
cause and that o' the entire 
Palestinian people have sold for a 
handful of doth r," said the 
spokesman. Abdul Aziz Rantisi. 

He was referring to talks Mon- 
day in Cairo between PLO poli- 
tical department chief Farouq Al 
Kadoumi and Saudi Foreign 
Minister Saud AI Faisal on re- 
suming Saudi financial aid to the 
PLO, frozen because of its pro- 
Iraq stance in the Gulf war. 

“The Palestinian delegation 
will also bear full responsibility 
for Arab paticipation in the nego- 
tiations because the Arabs hod 
said they would not resume talks 
if the Palestinians did likewise," 
he said. 

Dr. Rantisi. a Gaza physician, 
told reporters that “we shall take 
more conreic steps against this 
decision.” 

He refused to spell out these 
steps, saying “You will see them 
and report in due time." 

Dr. Rantisi said several mem- 
bers of the Palestinian negotiat- 
ing delegation were opposed to 
the Damascus decision and might 
resign from the team. But he did 
not mention names, saying only 
“I can assure you that many 
members refuse this cheap return 
to the negotiations." 

U.N. Secretary General Bout- 
ros Ghali welcomed the Palesti- 
nian decision 


S. Lebanon 

(Continued from page II 
smuggled out a pro-Israeli militia- 
man they seized in “security 
zone" the day before. 

Another militiaman of the 
surrogate South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) escaped from his captors 
and returned to the SLA com- 
mand headquarters in Mar- 
jayoun, provincial capital of the 
“security zone." 

Hie separate announcements 
came as Israeli and SLA gunners 
were locked in intense artillery 
exchanges with guerrillas of the 
Iranian-backed Hizboilah 
throughout the central sector of 
the “security zone." 

Security sources said the 
announcements ended a search 
mounted by the Israelis and the 
SLA for the two captives, who 
were taken prisoner by Hizboilah 
amhushers after u roadside bomb 
explosion Tuesday. 

They said the search covered 
the areas neighbouring the blast 
scene near Jezzine. 75 kilometres 
southeast of Beirut. 

Jezzine sits on the edge of 
corridor leading to the 1.1(10- 
square-kilometre ''security 
zone." 

Security sources said Israeli 
and SLA gunners were pounding 
the villages of Loweizeh. Jarjou. 
Jbaa and Arabsalim with howit- 
zers at a rate of seven rounds per 
minute. 

The shelling killed two villa- 
gers. including a woman, and 
wounded four others, who were 
lying bleeding in Jbaa with res- 
cuers unable to reach them be- 
cause of the intensity of the bom- 
bardment. the sources said. 



AMMAN BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 

Performing Arts Department 
will present 

‘RUDDIGORE’ 

or 

THE WITCH’S CURSE’ 

A 

Musical Play By 

W.S. GILBERT and ARTHUR SULLIVAN 

at the ABS Theatre 

7:30 p.m. 

Mon. 26th f Tues. 27th, Wednesday 28th, 

Thu re. 29th April 
.Tickets price JD.4.00 

available from: 

ABS: Tel. 845572, 847191 
Music Box (7th Circle) Tel.: 820460 
Babiche (Shmeisani) Tel. 661322 
Mama Mia (Shmeisani) Tel. 682122 

Director: Patrick Bamham 
Designer: Tatiana Rifai 
Musical Director Dominic Vlasto 



American 

International 

School 


AIS MALLORCA is now accepting reg- 
istration tor students aged 3-18, for 
September, 1993. We offer: 

- American curriculum to university level. 

- British curriculum to “O" and "A" (eve!. 
-Spanish High School curriculum. 

LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE 
IN DAY AND BOARDING. 

For further information please contact: 

American International School 
Calle Oratorio 4 
Portals Nous 
Majorca, Spain 
i Tel.: 34-71-675850 
Fax: 34-71-676820 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 




PACKING. AIR FREKSH 1 
FORWAROING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 





§ CROWN INTL JEST. 

jg Packing, shipping 
5 Forwarding, storage 

worldwide Removals 

Air, Sea and Land 




(^liocoiah 

Qifh 


Seventh Circle 
Opposite Ramada Hotel 
TeL 825423 


STUltfOHAIG 


.. Professional Quality to 
tHknir Serried'* . 

Develop yrior cofoar film at 
our ' shop agd get> 

« IVMBO pkot* 

■isSsse 30% larger 

* fra® en/ar^e- 

mows 20 Jr 30 cm 

Sbmsisani - Opjp. Orindiavs 
Bank. Fbiuw: 604042 
Swefieb 


4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 


AVIS 


I 


We try harder. 



699-420 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


- -7 Ouudl f h« j 

^ ' 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles ol China. 
Prepared by oar 
Chinese cbe& 
Open daily lor 
lunch & dinner 
Take nwq lenkts 
Jabal Al Hussein 
Ministry of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 

TeL 6t77g 




MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skffied Chinese Chefs 

| Open A 600-1130 daOv] 


Wach Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l 

I TeL 861822. Amman 

ffflCC Ifea&cd 

rj £ 




' CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Sarbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight y 


X 



The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka awaykavaliabla 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 
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French ft Euisinc 


RESERVATION 
TEL 819564 


^Jidfiam international f Jourj 

“THE NAME THAT MEANS QUALITY” 


Specialists in 
Outgoing Tours & Hotel 
Reservations all year 
Round in luxury & 
leading international 
hotels in Turkey, Cyprus 
& Egypt 




Join our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 

* Istanbul S800 B/B 
fr Antalya & Turkish 

Reviera $800 H/B 
<r Cyprus $750 B^B 

* All in 5 star INT HTLS 
Our moderate prices make sense for leisure & 

business travellers 
TeL: 698180/698181. Fax 689307 
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Si H{cstaurant With 
MSirtisticSimSiance 

Valentino 

The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room-1 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 

1 UAIMITEL 

1 ,^i«|ljl= 

Amman - TeJr668iS3 
P.OBqx 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
expatriates and 
Businessmen 




1 Italian Restaurant 


Live Music 

open for 

lunch & dinner 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy 
Club Clrde - Jordan Super- 
market Buffeting , 2nd Floor 
Tei : 824677 


S %0 

FORTE 

GRAND 


China Town 

At The Forte Grand Amman 
An nquKiie new menu al special prices 

Fn yraf resernKsm please call 
6741T1 E)l t>338 w()7429S. 


Cftim 

Town 



Restaurant 
1 TapasBar 

Tnfo mn tirrnat 

& Spanish Specialities 



Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jobd. Amman - 3 rd ChcSc 
For R— Mvafe on Tat 99060-1 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

4 EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWE1BDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 
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s Economy 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MtAXII 


BHISIKG BANK CBHTBX AMAH - SHMBISAHT 
TEUfPHOKC: £60170 / 663170 


QRGNfXStt MARKET SUMS PH Id LIST 
COOTAWT'S PUKE 


FOR WDEUSDAI 21704/1993 



ABM BARK 

■MWAH NATIONAL BANT. 

BARK OF JORDAN 

kiktle east xnuestkekt bank. 

IKBDST1UAL UEVELOPHEST BARR 

TBS HOUSING BARK 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

onion BARK FOB SAVING 6 INVESTMENT 

BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT A FINANCE BANK 

BEIT ELHAL SAVIHC1 INVESTMENT FOR HOUSING 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

ABAB BANKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 

Jordan French insurance 

ARAB LIFE 6 ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

JORDAN CULP INSURANCE 

ARAB UNION INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE 

AL-NISR AL-ARA8I INSURANCE 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POKER 

JORDAN HOTEL S TOURISM 

TABID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

JORDAN TOURISM 6 SPA COMPLEX 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INV ES T ME NT 

JORD AN GOLF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
PETRA ENTRPRISES A EOOIPKBNTS LEASING 
JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 
MACH INARY EQUIP. RENTING A MAINTENANCE 
JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA’X 
JORDAN PRESS A PUBLISHING / AD- DD STOUR 
UNI TED MIDDLE EAST A COMMODORE HOTELS 
THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
JORDAN PHOSPHATE HINES 
JORDAN PETROLEUM RE FT HAST 
THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL A AGRICULTURAL 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN PAPER 6 CARDBOARD FACTORIES 
THE PUBLIC HIKING 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 

SPINNING & HEAVING 

JORDAN GLASS INDOSTRIES 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT £ INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT £ INBRNATTOIAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK £ POULTRY 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING £ TRADING 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO— CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 
ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

Jordan industries e batch/ jimco 

JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL CABLE £ HIRE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN SULPHO— CKEH1CAL5 
ARAB CENTER FOR PBARH. £ CHEMICALS 
JORDAN KUWAIT CO. FOR ACRX. £ FOOD PRQO. 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 


TRADING VOLUME IN THE PARALLEL MARKET 


TRADING 

PREV, 

OPENING 

CLOSING 

VOLUME 

CLCSZK 

PRICE 

PRICE 

JD 

PRICE 



154, £90 

33S.DOO 

136.000 

137. 7J0 

69.171 

4.920 

4.980 

5.040 

41,340 

25.000 

25.000 

25.250 

296 

” 1.410 

1.480 

1 .480 

32,744 

3.910 

3.920 

4,000 

1,142 

j.aoo 

3. HO 

3.820 

11.433 

2.410 

2.410 

2.420 

2,914 

4.350 

4.300 

4.400 

11.826 

3.350 

3.400 

3.370 

6,200 

6.430 

6.200 

6.200 

178,987 

5.320 

5.450 

5.590 

68,366 

1.700 

1.700 

1.690 

321 

3.41U 

3.410 

3.410 

14,996 

1.480 

1.550 

1.5S0 

4,320 

2.630 

2.700 

2.700 

385.281 

4. 160 

4.190 

4.130 

20. 784 

2.970 

2.960 

2-950 

165 

3.300 

3.3D0 

3.300 

SB2 

2. 850 

2.910 

2.910 

503 

4.300 

4.260 

4.260 

132. 3B5 

2.190 

2.190 

2.210 

3,054 

5.050 

6-140 

6.140 

2.7B5 

1.400 

1.400 

1.390 

6,418 

5.650 

5.750 

5.770 

517 

0.600 

0.470 

0.470 

26.382 

4.120 

4.150 

4.320 

6B.617 

1.770 

1.700 

1.770 

185.119 

0.820 

0.020 

0.700 

6,780 

l.OBO 

1.130 

1.130 

4.676 

2.550 

1.550 

1.630 

6,363 

1.390 

1.390 

1.380 

13.025 

10.500 

10.500 

10.100 

13.000 

6.500 

6.500 

6.S00 

35,040 

2.320 

2. JOO 

2.270 

49,266 

1.920 

1.900 

1-910 

683 

4.500 

4.550 

4.550 

25,502 

10.500 

10.500 

10.580 

369,252 

6.400 

6.350 

6.670 

143.498 

7.060 

7.050 

7.W0 

215,393 

6.210 

6.400 

6.520 

160.915 

2.500 

2.460 

2.550 

5,263 

3.770 

3.770 

3.760 

2,160 

4.500 

4.380 

4.280 

2,015 

3.100 

3.100 

3.100 

49,035 

21.000 

21-500 

21.700 

15,421 

3.220 

3.260 

3.240 

2,540 

0.710 

0.710 

0.700 

521,009 

14.550 

15.000 

14 . 850 

9,637 

3.410 

3.370 

3.450 

165.800 

13.500 

13.500 

13.550 

18.010 

0.900 

0.890 

0.870 

107,415 

2.050 

2.060 

2.150 

1.328 

0.500 

0.510 

0.520 

79.903 

5.990 

6.010 

6.Q50 

33.122 

0.970 

0.940 

0.920 

700,913 

4.300 

4.260 

4.150 

56.421 

2.910 

2.910 

2.900 

24,376 

4.S00 

4.500 

4.510 

5,418 

1.290 

1.280 

1.280 

153 

0.620 

0.610 

0.610 

3,042,354 

10. 500 

10.500 

11.030 

6.012 

4.450 

4.450 


45,403 

4. ISO 

4.200 

4.200 

55,913 

1.990 

1.980 

1.950 

203,873 

5.130 

5.120 


5,221,894 
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Financial 

Markets 


io^ISf^es 


in co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

IU. in International Markets 


Currency 

Mac Vonk 
Ctoi c 

“■** 20/4/1993 

Ctoae - 
D ** e 21/4/1993 

Sterling Pound* 

■ 1.5475 

T 

Deutsche Mark 

1.5969 

1.593# 

Swiss Franc 

1.4600 

1.4547 

French Franc 

5.3925 

5.3970 ** 

Japanese Yen 

110.50 

110.35 

European Curreny Unit 

1.2203 ■ 

1.2196 ** 


* USD fa- ST G 

** Enfcm Opok| @ Ml u. GMT 
Enrota nm cy I n terest Hates 


Date: 


21/4/1993 


Currency 

1 MTU 

3 MTHS 



UJS. Dollar 

3.06 

3.06 

3.26 

3-37 1 

Sterling Pound 

5.61 

5.61 

5.97 


Deutsche Mark 

6.16 


1 

/M 

Swiss Franc 

5.12 

4.93 

•f.ei 

4.47 

French Franc 

S.S1 

6.56 

6.12 

7 .66 

Japanese Yen 

3.16 

3.16 

3.25 ■ 

mm 

European Currency Unit 

$.67 

6.66 

6.31 

7.93 1 


Interbank bid rata lor i 


i o««dk« U-S- Dobra 1 .000.000 or cprivakoL 


Currency 

Bid - 

Offer 

UJS. Dollar 

0.6640 

0.6860 

Sterling Pound 

1.0590 

1.0643 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4261 

0.4302 

Swiss Franc | 

0.4666 

0.4711 

French Franc i 

0.1269 

0.1275 

Japanese Yen 0 

0.6196 

0.6229 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3613 

0.3632 

Swedish Krona 

0.0929 

0.0934 

Italian Lira" 

0.0446 

0.0450 

Belgian Franc 

0.02061 

■urn 


Other Currencies 


Date: 


21/4/1993 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

>.6000 

1.6350 

Lebanese Lira 0 

0.0365 35 

0.040470 

Saudi Riyal 

0.1621 


Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2300 

2.2600 

•Jatari Rryal 

0.16 53S 

■urn 

Egyptian Pound 

0.J950 

0.276O 

Omani Riyal 

I.7450 

1.7750 

UAE Dirham 

0.18535 

0.16750 

Greek Drachma 4 

0.5123 

0.3423 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4227 

1.4527 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 
day. 

U.S. $1,000 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of goW 


1.2558/63 

Canadian dollar 

1.6015/25 

Deutschemarks 

1.8005/15 

Dutch guilders 

1.4593/603 

Swiss francs 

32.84/88 

Belgian francs 

5.3975/4025 

French francs 

1532/1535 

Italian lire 

110.82/85 

Japanese yen 

• 7.3890/940 

Swedish crowns 

6.7740/90 

Norwegian crowns 

6.1300/50 

$1.5390/400 

$339.10/339.60 

Danish crowns 
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A furnace used to, dry phosphate at Wadi A1 Abiad mine 


Phosphate export facility at Aqaba 


Jordan P hosphate Mines Co. complains of excess labour, pressure to hire more staff 

JPMC net profit drops sharply 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Net profit plunged 
SO per cent at Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC) due. 
mainly, to lower sale prices and 
higher administrative and general 
expenses which caused the worst 
financial results in many years. 

JPMC’s 39th annual report 
showed that the 1992 net profit 
was JD 16.1 million, down from 
JD 33.1 million posted in -1991. 
Net profit was JD 41.4 million in 
1990, JD 107.2 million in 1989 


and JD 22.4 million in 2988. 

According to the report made 
available to the Jordan Times 
Wednesday, net sales stood at JD 

206.1 million at the end of 1992 
compared to JD 218.6 at the end 
of 1991. Of the 1992 net sales, JD 

120.1 million were earned by the 
phosphate unit. 

The JD 12.5 million decline in 
sales was a result of lower prices 
of phosphates due to reduced 
European demand and higher 
competition for Asian markets 
especially India. In terms of ton- 
nage, JPMC sold 4.264 tonnes in 


1992 compared to 4,245 tonnes in 
1991. 

The record low fertilizer price 
brought JPMCs fertilizer unit to 
a total loss as costs amounted to 
JD 87.3 million, JD 1.3 million 
above the JD 86.0 million earned 
by the unit. 

The report blamed Russia and 
the United States for flooding 
international markets with low- 
priced fertilizers and, as a result, 
causing world prices to plunge to 
unprecedented levels. 

“Current indications show that 
the situation regarding phosphate 


and fertilizer markets and prices 
will continue for some time.” the 
report said. 

Another key factor which 
JPMC cited as a hindrance to its 
efforts to boost profit was over- 
staffing and pressure to hire over 
and above its actual needs. 

“With full consideration to the 
unemployment problem in the 
Kingdom, the JPMC cannot hire 
any more persons in field of 
specialisation it does not require 
because that would only increase 
costs at a time when the company 


should endeavour to cut spending 
by all means,” the report said. 

it added: “The company hopes 
that everybody would understand 
its position and cooperate with its 
national role.” 

JPMC had a total workforce of 
5,564 at the end of last year, up 
from 5,216 at the end of 1991 and 
5,135 at the end of 1990. 

Salaries and other benefits cost 
JPMC JD 31.0 million in 1992 
while in 1991 such costs 
amounted to only JD 27.4 mil- 
lion. 


On top of the administrative 
and general expenses, JPMC paid 
almost JD 6.0 million in interest 
and commission on its JD 66.0 
million long and short-term 
debts. 

Despite the reduced profit. 
JPMC will distribute JD 5.1 mil- 
lion in dividends or. 15 per cent 
of the J D 1 par value a share, os it 
had JD 24.8 million in retained 
earnings carried forward from 
1991 in addition to the JD 16.1 
million the company earned last 
year. 


Waigel lectures Attali on need to control costs 


BONN (R) — The European 
Bank for Reconstruction and De- 
velopment (EBRD) has agreed to 
tighten control over its finances 
after criticism of its lavish spend- 
ing on .itself, German Finance 
Minister Then Waigel said Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Waigel, the current chair- 
man of the London-based bank's 
board of governors, gave its pres- 
ident Jacques Attali a lecture on 
the need to control costs and said 
the bank's image had been dam- 
aged. 


But he said after their meeting 
in Bonn that some of the press 
criticism of EBRD spending on 
staff and headquarters was unjus- 
tified and a final verdict on its 
behaviour would have to await 
reports by internal and external 
auditors. 

A finance ministry statement 
said EBRD directors had agreed 
Monday to improve transparency 
and the control functions of the 
directors and to launch a review 
of spending by the bank's audit 
committee in which external au- 


Michelin earns small profit 

PARIS (R) — Michelin. the world’s largest tyre market, has reported 
a small profit for 1992 but said it would make a loss of the first half of 
this year unless market conditions improved rapidly. After losing a 
total of 5.5 billion francs ($1.01 billion) in 1990 and 1991, Michelin' 
earned 79 million francs ($14.53 million) last year as it reaped the 
benefits of a huge two-year cost-cutting programme that included the 
loss of 16,000 jobs. But the firm lost money in the second half of the 
year and it said 1993 had started miserably. 


ditors will participate. 

“I am satisfied that there will 
be greater transparency and that 
the directorate and external 
bodies will get involved," Mr. 
Waigel told reporters. Mr. Attali 
declined to comment after the 
meeting. 

British newspapers reported 
last week that the EBRD had 
given £10 million ($156 million) 
in investment capital and loans to 
the former communist countries 
of eastern Europe since it was set 
up in 1991, but spent twice as 
much on its own running costs 
and headquarters. Lavish spend- 
ing on marble for the entrance 
hall of the EBRD’s headquarters, 
its staff Christmas party and r the 
‘use of private jeSWas singled 
out. " ,_ 

"Minister Waigel expressed 
his concern about this criticism,- 
which be said damaged the bank’s 
image,” the ministry statement | 


said. 

"He pointed out the need for a 
cost-conscious spending policy by 
the bank and said greater trans- 
parency in planning and im- 
plementing spending would be 
useful.” it added. 

“President Attali gave assur- 
ances that he supported without 
reservation the decision of the 
executive directorate, that ail 
necessary information would be 
made available and that he would 
do everything to ensure the im- 
plementation of the agreed mea- 
sures and work towards cost- 
conscious spending by the bank.” 
the statement pointed out. 

Mr. Waigel defended the bank 
^against some of the attacks: 

“I consider the criticise .oO.he 
start-up costs and what the bank 
has set in motion so far to be 
unjustified. We will have to talk 
about the other questions," he 
said. 


Kawasaki Steel to cut 
3,200 jobs, slash spending 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

To all members of the Jordanian Scandinavian 
Friendship Association 

The JSFA has lots of activities en-stored for your pleasure 
and entertainment accompanied by your family members 
and friends. 

- Picnic outing at the Scandinavian Forest scheduled for 

Friday April 23rd, 1993 at 11:00 HRS. 

- Annual dinner - dance on May 6th, 1993 at the 

Philadelphia Hotel. 

-Trip to Ashtar Hotel at Mai’n Spa Village on May 

20th/21st, 1993 

For further details, please contact the Secretariat 
at 603703 (Ext 7404 / 7411) 


REQUIRED 


The Humanistic Care Foundation seeks the following personnel: 

1. A nurse coordinator with a master's degree and two years 
clinical experience. A BSc. nurse with at least six years of 
acute setting experience will be considered. 

2. A BSc. registered nurse with three years experience in an 
acute setting. 

3. A secretary with command of word processing, filing use of 
fax machines. Experience in a medical environment is a plus. 

All applicants should demonstrate good command of Arabic and 

English. 

Interested applicants, please submit your CVs by May 

15 to: The Humanistic Care Society. 

C/O: GUVS 

P.O.Box 910254 / Amman 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 677420 


UNFORGIVEN 


Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 6:00, 8:15, 1030 



Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 634144 


Gone With The Wind 

Shuws: 12:15. 4 : IXl. X:J» 



' Cb,ema PLAZA 

Tel.: 699238 

Julia Roberts — in 

SLEEPING WITH 
THEENEMY 

Shows: 1230, 30:15, 4:45, 6 JO, 
8:30, 10-J0 

ij' liiJfiMi 


NabU A1 Mashini Thsatra 


Tel.: 675571 


Today the Nabil Mashini Theatre hosts 

A! Fawanis Troupe acting 

in a play entitled: 

Death of Taybeh 

By: Suheir Fahd, Mohammad Al Qabba- 
ni, Amer Al Khafash 


Nabil & Hisham’s 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Tel: 625155 


presents 

Welcome Parliament and ^Budget 

On Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
at 9:00 p.m. 

Welcome New World Order 

On Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 9:00 pirn. 

Please make advance reservation 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Kawasaki Steel Corp. announced 
Wednesday sweeping revisions to 
its current five-year plan, cutting 
3.200 jobs and almost halving 
capital spending to 45 billion yen 
($409 million): 

The country’s third-largest 
crude steel producer also 
announced an "action plan” to 
determine ways to improve com- 
petitiveness in world markets in 
light of the yen’s recent surge to a 
series of post-war highs. 

"There is a possibility that the 
yen will continue strengthening to 
less than. £10 to the dollar." the 
odmpany'said'in a statement. "In 
Jight.jOf .existing cost structures, 
some of our products might lose 
their competitiveness." The yen 
continued to strengthen Wednes- 
dasy. dosing at 110.35 to the 


dollar. 

Kawasaki Steel said the action 
plan, to be completed by the end 
of this year, would determine 
which products could remain 
competitive. 

The company, which excels Ih 
making steel sheets and plates, 
said output of products which 
cannot be salvaged would be re- 
duced and spun off to other firms 
under original equipment manu- 
facturing or machinery sharing 
agreements. 

"Some products might be with- 
drawal” the statement said, 
without elaborating. 

Steel sheets and plates 
accounted for 55 per cent of the 
company’s sales last year while 
pipes accounted for 11 per cent 
and bars for seven per cent. 


FURNISHED FLAT TO LET 

2-bedroom ground floor, 1 bathroom, 1 W.C.. kitchen, 
large sitting room. Electrical equipment, central heating, 
telephone and garage. 

Location: Shmeisani, Tyche Hotel area. 

Tel.: 601795 


I’ll be there 

Find me at: 

All Gems and Birthstones. 


Dajani Jewellers. 
Amra Hotel. Amman. 


JOB VACANCIES 

1. Executive Secretary: 3 years minimum experience lluent 
in spoken Arabic and English, typing in both languaqes and 
skills in filing and operating computers are required. ’ 

2. Business Manager: 3 years minimum experience with a 

SS22 SSc! t f ) K, a reputab,e university, good command 
required ^ Ensl,sh languages and dynamic personality are 

Please send CVs with a recent photo and each application will 
5d°bene5^’ E3Ch app,icant musr s P ecif y expected salary* 

Please send CV to: Personnel Section 
P.O.Box 620325, Amman. Jordan 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

In the best residential area, between the Fourth and Fiftl 
mr7ian * near Am0n Hotel "Hotel Training 

With telephone central heating, built-in cupboards anc 
television. Two bedrooms, large living room So batti 
rooms and veranda. 0 oain 

Tel. 777112 — - 6 a.m. - 2 p.m 
674028 - after 4 p.m. 


for rent 

DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT {1st Floor* 

The flat consists of two bedrooms, two bathrooms h * 

very spacious salon consisting of living, s ffiiSand Sn 
and large veranda. 9 nd din,n 9 r «™s 

The deluxe flat is equipped with modern kitchen en, „ 
colour T.V.Jhe flat is on the first floor, with M 

services available, independent telephone £ater 
tncity and central heating. Location- in a ^ !?L SUpp elec * 

Al Aii, behind Jollibee Restaurant and near ^ouk2i in 718 3 
(House No. 11 ) Rent yearly. 3 bhoukeh Restaurant. 

For more information, caH please Tel. 813027 
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Ukraine seeks Investment 
to boost fuel production 




staff 
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KIEV (R) — Ukraine may have 
major offchore deposits of oil and 
in the Black Sea but lame 
investments would be needed to 
develop them and help free the 
country from dependence on 
Russian fuel supplies, industry 
experts say. 

At a recent meeting of the 
State Energy Board, Geology 
Minister Mykola Havriienko said 
Ukraine hoped to increase oil 
production to seven million ton- 
nes a year (140.000 barrels per 
day (b/d» and gas output to 40 
billion cubic metres by 2000. 

Oil output was 3.8 million ton- 
nes (76.000 b/d) in 1992, down 
from 13 million (260,000 b/d) in 
the 1970s. Gas output has fallen 
to 20 billion cubic metres from 60 
billion 10 years ago. 

Government officials said 
Ukraine had reserves "ready for 
exploitation" of 238 million ton- 
nes (1.8 billion barrels) of oil and 
1.1 trillion cubic metres of gas. 
But total reserves were probably 
much bigger than that, they 


added. 

Bnt they said significant invest- 
ment was needed to develop the 
deposits on the Black Sea sbeff. 

“If the government does not 
help us, oil and gas production 
will fall further this year," said 
Boris Zaritsky. bead of the 
Ukroeft state oil company. 

Yuli Yoffe, deputy prime 
minister responsible for energy 
problems, told the meeting the 
Ukrainian government was pre- 
pared to help. But he added: 

“The fall in gas and ofl supply 
in Ukraine is a crime. Of course 
we will help yon. But first of all 
you must work harder." 

The meeting was called to dis- 
cuss bow to boost Ukrainian oil 
and gas output, 

“The issue of oil and gas is a 
life or death problem for 
Ukraine,” Mr. Yoffe said. 

Ukraine needs more than 40 
million tonnes of oil (800,000 b/d) 
and more than 100 billion cubic 
metres of gas a year, but Russia 
has so far promised to supply only 


20 million tonnes (400,000 h/d) of 
oil and the two countries are 
arguing about the price of gas 
deliveries. 

Ukraine is also looking for 
alternative energy sources. It 
already has agreements with Tur- 
Icenistan and Iran. 

A Ukrainian delegation 
headed by Prime Minister Leonid 
Kuchma is airrently in the Gulf 
region seeking new supplies. 

But one industry official said 
the country might have its own 
deposits of billions of tonnes of 
o2. “Our specialists say there 
are between one and three billion 
tonnes of oil and perhaps more, 
but we are waiting for final results 
from a government commission," 
Evgeny Maximov, head of the 
Black Sea oil and gas company, 
said. 

Western experts said Black Sea 
reserves were largely unexplored, 
but they doubted if deposits could 
be counted in billions of tonnes. 
Billions of barrels were more 
likely. 


Kenya devalues shilling, takes 
action against shaky banks 

vi k n\rvi\» .. _ .... V 


cut 


‘•‘■■iiiUuit jj) ; , NAIROBI (R) — Kenya, suffer- 
i s n__" " * n B a major shortage of foreign 
, currency, devalued the shilling 
1 mi ill i, , n , n j Tuesday and took action to dean 
■•"KM tun,,., 7 up mismanagement and corrup- 
'■riti.,;, [(l lhr h tion in a beleagured financial 

• * . sector. 

1 JrilClJ Bankers and economic analysts 
welcomed a 23.47 per cent cut in 
. " the official rate of exchange 

' *-111 ^gainst the U.S. dollar and cen- 
tral bank takeover of a number of 
HPnrli lending institutions, but doubted 

’PCMUine they represented a major shift of 
I government policy. 

4 Most analysts said the govem- 

• ,1, 1 1 'id ihc *- ment had been forced to take 

• * •»>!'!'. u-d hi action to try and oontain a loom- 
•' “"ukl ing economic crisis, spurred by 
•<> i unid rtc huge unpaid loans to so-called 

“political banks,” high interest 

• iM.„h mteS a shorta S e of hard 

: y‘ ( currency. 

! " ■ 't' 11 Pt “These measures may well 
• ' - ' T ,, have been taken for all the wrong 

» reasons. Nevertheless they are to 
‘ ‘ " lhat be welcomed if they lead to more 
•imi'nicni ir t Q f the same.” said one World 
; '".uIiomv it Bank official. 

In March, the government, 

angered by an International 

..... . , Monetary Fund (IMF) refusal to 
, recommend a resumption of cri- 
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tical balance of payments support 
of some $40 million a month, 
abruptly reversed economic liber- 
alisation policies. 

Foreign currency controls were 
reimposed in the key agriculture 
and tourism industries and Presi- 
dent Daniel Arap Moi accused 
the IMF of trying to impose 
“dictatorial and suicidal policies” 
on the East African country. 

Bankers said Mr. Moi and his 
closest supporters had expected 
an effective flotation of the cur- 
rency on Feb. 19, which saw its 
value halved in barely five weeks, and 
the creation of an inter-bank mar- 
ket to be sufficient to win back 
IMF approval. 

But an IMF fact-finding mis- 
sion expressed concern over a 
surge in money supply last year of 
some 35 per cent and urged high 
interest rates to mop op excessive 
liquidity fuelling 'inflation of near 
40 per cent. 

Western governments also 
pushed for action on so-called 
Apolitical banks,” from which 
senior figures of the ruling elite 
are suspected to have taken huge 
unsecured loans to finance reeiec- 
tion in historic multi-party polls 


last December. 

Bankers say pressure mounted 
after banks, facing crippling in- 
terest payments on high outstand- 
ing loans, were unable to turn to 
a central bank with near-empty 
coffers for “back door" help. 

On Monday, Finance Minister 
Musalia Mudavadi said the gov- 
ernment had embarked on a “ma- 
jor effort” to restructure and 
consolidate the banking industry. 

After taking over control of 
trade bank — whose top directors 
fled the country last week — Mr, 
Mudavadi said the government 
was setting up a deposit protec- 
tion fund and taking control of at 
least nine other shaky finance 
houses. 

On Tuesday, private banks 
quoted between 72 and 75 Ke- 
nyan shillings for the dollar. 

“It may be by default but the 
government seems to be going 
the way the IMF wanted. If they 
are clever they will present it that 
way. and a return of at least some 
quick-disbursal aid may not be 
that far away.” said another com- 
mercial banker. 


UAP reports 71% 
profit plunge 


PARIS (AFP) — UAP, the big- 
gest French government-owned 
insurance group, said Tuesday 
that its group-share consolidated 
net profit plunged by 71 per cent 
last year, to 1.08 billion francs 
($201 million) against 3.7 billion 
francs in 1991. Gross operating 
income has up 22.2 per cent on 
1991, to 189.8 billion francs. Pre- 
mium income from the group’s 
insurance business hit 125.9 Wi- 
lton francs, up 19.6 per cent from 
the previous year. 

UAP explained that the latter 
increase has due primarily to the 
1992 full integration of British 
company Sun Life. On an un- 
changed consolidation basis, pre- 
mium income would have risen 
by only 5.1 per cent. The 
announcement also said that the 


sharp drop in net profit is ex- 
plained particularly by the de- 
cline of 1.5 billion* francs in the 
contribution made by the banking 
sector,* pointing to the effect of 
the French property market crisis 
on Banque Worms, a 100 per 
cem-owned UAP subsidiary. 

It noted that the results of 
Victoire insurance, in which UAP 
has a 34 per cent stake, had been 
affected unfavourably by the los- 
ses of its Danish subsidiary Balti- 
cs. Altogether, the collapse of 
the insurance business in Scan- 
dinavian countries depressed the 
UAP consolidated result by 670 
millin francs. 

Unrealized capital gains, be- 
fore taxes, amounted to 43.7 bil- 
lion francs at the end of 1992, off 
2.5 per cent from a year earlier. 


IBM reports $285m 
loss for first quarter 


NEW YORK (R) — Struggling 
computer giant International 
Business Machines (IBM) Corp 
Tuesday reported a $285 million 
loss for the first quarter, blaming 
a double-digit decline in main- 
frame computer sales for much of 
its problems. 

But industry analysts said the 
results were in line with expecta- 
tions and that the benefits of 
IBM's recent restructuring efforts 
were already becoming evident. 

The deficit was in marked con- 
trast to IBM's profit of $2.54 
billion in the year-ago period 
when it benefited from a $1.9 
billion one-time gain from an 
accounting change. 

Revenues in the latest period 
slipped to $13.1 billion, off seven 
per cent from $14 billion in the 
1992 quarter. 

IBM's new chairman Louis 
Geretner, installed last month as 
the first outside chief of the 
world's largest computer maker 
after it posted record losses last 
year, saw a mixed outlook for the 
company he was hired to turn 
around. 

“These results reflect weak de- 
mand and continued competitive 
pressures in many of our hard- 
ware product lines, particularly 
mainframe computers and large 
disk drivers,” Mr. Gerstner said 

But he added thit demand for 
the company's personal comppr 
ters, workstations, and service 


businesses remained strong. 

In a conference fall with indus- 
try analysts to discuss the results, 
other IBM officials said a big 
drop in sales of the company's 
mainframe computers well into 
the "double digits,” accounted 
for the lion’s shore of the loss. 

The mainframes, which have 
IBM’s ‘most profitable line of 
computers, traditionally account 
for more than 60 per cent of the 
company's earnings. 

Analysts said mainframe sales 
may have tumbled as much as 30 
per cent to 50 per cent during the 
quarter, versus the year-ago 
period. 

While mainframe sales fell sig- 
nificantly. IBM said it “took 
aggressive actions” to bolster 
competitiveness. The company 
unveiled 18 mainframe models 
and announced plans to introduce 
microprocessor-based systems la- 
ter this year. 

Analysts said that IBM's recent 
restructuring is finally starting to 
show some benefits. 

During the conference call with 
analysts, however. IBM officials 
were cautious and offered no 
glimpse of when a recovery in 
earnings may occur, analysts said. 

They said IBM director of in- 
vestor relations Jim Clippard 
hinted IBM could slash even 
more jobs during the second or 
third quarter. IBM has said it will 
cut more than the 25.000 jobs. 




In the computer world 
ideal systems is the aim 


Kuwait boosts banks with 
bad- debt bond rate hike 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s cen- 
tral bank has given a‘$ft>5 million 
boost to enfeebled commercial 
banks by raising the yield on the 
government bonds that form ab- 
out half of their assets, commer- 
cial bank sources said Tuesday. 

The sources said the bank had 
retroactively raised to six per cent 
from five per cent the calendar 
1992 interest rate on the bonds, 
which were issued last year as 
part of an attempt to solve the 
emirate's throny S20 billion bad 
debt problem. 

The move, carried out in 
March 1993. injects over $50 mil- 
lion dinars (SI6S million) info the 
banks’ 1992 sheets, the sources 
said. Five of the emirate's six 
commercial banks are due 10 re* 
port 1992 results in the coming 
weeks. 

“Without this move some of 
the banks would have reported 
losses or a neutral positions for 
1992," a source said. “This is not 
only good news for the banks, for 
some of them it's also their 
saviour." 

The central bank declined im- 
mediate comment. 

The bad debts stem largely 
from the 1982 crash of a now 
defunct informal bourse. Souq A] 
Manakh. crerated by Kuwaitis 
who borrowed from banks to 
speculate on new Gulf investment 
opportunities. 

The collapse of a classic spe- 
culative bubble built on post- 
dated cheques badly affected the 
commercial banks and handicap- 
ped what was one of the Gulfs 
most dynamic economics. 

The trail of entangled debt re- 
mains unpaid to this day. 

In the first stage of a solution to 
the problem, the government Iasi 
year swapped the banks' port- 
folios of bad loans for secure but 
lew-yielding government bonds 
which mature in 10 or 20 years 
with maximum value of 5.6 mil- 
lion dinars ($18.5 billion). 

Even at six per cent the yield 
remains well below the eight to 
nine per cent commercial cost of 
funds, presenting the banks with 
the continued prospect of minim- 
al profitability and stagnant earn- 
ings until bad debt solution is 
found. 

Repayment of the debts would 
allow the government to redeem 
the bonds, freeing up commercial 
bank assets which the banks can 
place at more advantageous 
rates. 

The central bank's move raises 



to about 300 million dinars (S^90 
million) the cost of interest on the 
bonds for calendar 1992. The rate 
for 1993 has not yet been set. the 
sources said. 

The commercial banks who 
had held most dubious loans, and 
hence government bonds, benefit 
most from the bond rate rise. 

Bond to asset ratio is 76 per 
cent at Al Ahli Bank, which holds 
1.1 billion dinars (S3. 6 billion) of 
bonds. 

The rate is 66 per cent at 
Commercial Bank, 51 per cent at 
Gulf Bank. 5S per cent at Bureau 
Bank and 62 per cent at Bank of 
Kuwait and the Middle East. 

Five of the commercial banks 
recorded heavy losses for the 
1*>90 and 1991 reporting period. 
The two years were combined 
because of disruption caused hy 
the seven-month Iraqi invasion 

The sixth. National Bank of 
Kuwait (NBK). the oldest and 
largest of the banks, had 1992 net 
profit of 42.5 million dinars ($140 
million), a resilient two per cent 
rise from combined profit of 41.6 
million dinars (S157 million) in 
1990 and 1991. 

NBK largely avoided imobc- 
ment in Souq Al Manakh. 

The Kuwaiti government Tues- 
day criticised new proposals 
aimed at ending the S2u billion 
bad debt problem that has enfee- 
bled the banking system since 
1982. 

Finance Minister Nasser 
Abdullah Al Rodhan said iit a 
statement some of the prelimin- 
ary proposals drafted by parlia- 
ment's finance and economic 
committee and debated by the 
assembly Tuesday were imprac- 
tical and could result in unfair- 
ness. 

Sheikh Rodhan said the mea- 
sures wrongly downgraded the 
role of the central bank and 
commercial banks in setting re- 
payment terms. He adding' that 
easier terms offered to so-called 
“small” debtors would cost the 
state 366 million dinars (SI. 2 
billion) in debt that ought to be 
repaid. 

The assembly is to continue 
debating the measures Saturday. 
A committee spokesman told the 
assemoiy the measures had been 
drafted for discussion only and 
were not final. 

Parliamentarians told the 
assembly in a heated debate 
they wanted the committee to 
propose softer terms for debtors 


propose 

financia 


nancially damaged by Iraq's 


seven-month occupation. 

Sheikh Rodhan's statemei,: 
issued to reporters attending the 
debate, said the committee was 
mistaken in setting different re- 
payment terms tor small and 

large debtors. 

“One of the objecting that the 
committee failed to realise ts tit. 1 .! 
the solution should ensure rela- 
tive justice as much as possible." 
Sheikh Rodhan's statement said 

"The second objective that 
they failed to realise is that the 
treatment should be realistic and 
practical/’ it added. 

The committee's plan advo- 
cates tougher terms for big bor- 
rowers who individually owv 
more than 5riu.mii) dinars i.Sl.o5 
million) and a partial Jeh: write- 
ofi tor small borrowers owing 
less. 

The plan requires big borrow- 
ers state their financial rHisi:i.:.:-> 
to a technical committee •.>! 
accountants, economists. Ctiitu; 
bankers and u |udgc that would 
set repayment terms 

Sheikh Rodhan said the tech- 
nical committee had insufficient 
commercial bank and ceitlr.i! 
bank representation arid its 
guidelines lor setting repay men: 
terms were unclear. 

Rumours o' progress m cti.'.t- 
to solve (he issue sect shares ot 
the sewn cnmnterci.il banks 
sharply higher in recent davs 

The centra! hank said earlier m 
a memorandum f.» the c* *iim: if 
ih.it some »*t the ym-povtls were 
“coniradictoix and ambicuor.s'' 
and ran the risk of unfair ue-is. 

The committee recommends 
big borrowers, believed to in- 
clude some of the emirate's weal- 
thiest businessmen, repav ail ihev 
owe over 10 or 2d years, although 
it raises the possibility of conces- 
sions on future interest payment 
requirements. 

Small borrowers would be re- 
quired to pay between 25 and 35 
per cent ot their debt over a 
maximum of two years. 

Concern over the 1 1 -year-old 
issue has helped keep the eco- 
nomy stagnant despite a post- 
Gulf war revival in oil ,v venues 
and big spending on the repair ot 
oilfields torched by Iraq 

In a first phase ot the debt 
solution, the government last 
year bought $20 billion ol the 
bunks' portfolios of bud loans m 
return for rock-solid but low- 
yeilding ZU-veur treasury bonds. 




Your Reference to Information Technology 
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We at Ideal Systems Co. offer the latest innovations in the world of 
information technology from Apple and Linotype-Hell, 

^ AppleCenter T “ 

New and interesting solutions for the government, industrial, 
educational and communications sectors. 


'AML 
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CENTER 


Comprehensive solutions for architects, businessmen and home-users. 

Graphic Arts Center 

Advanced technologies in the pre-press industry from 
Linotype-Hell , a leader in this field. 


ft, Apple Computer 

Linotype-Hell 


Amman Marriott Hotel 

April 22 - 24 '93 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 


Ideal Development Center 

Presents developed software packages like the award-winning Al Muhaseb 
Al Mithali (the 4D Golden Award). 

Apple Developer Center 

The first such center in the Middle East aimed at training computer 
laureates at developing Arabic software for the Apple Macintosh. 

IdealCare 

Provides Macintosh owners a life-long protection on their investment. 


EXPO '93 

The latest technology from Apple and Linotype-Hell 
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Yeltsin aides upbeat as 1st few 
votes are cast in referendum 




? >3v 







MOSCOW (R) — Boris Yeltsin's 
top lieotenants declared victory 
was within the president's grasp 
Wednesday as handful of voters 
in distant comers of Russia began 
casting their votes in a referen- 


dum on power. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 


said sailors and fishermen — due 
to put to sea — in the Arctic Kola 
peninsula had become the first 
voters to cast their ballots in a 
poll that could help determine 
Mr. Yeltsin's political future and 
Russia's. 

With four days remaining until 
the rest of the country's 107 
million voters have their say, top 
Yeltsin aides struck a consistently 
optimistic note. 

‘T think the president will win 
and the power crisis will end with 
early parliamentary elections, in 
which I think the president's 
candidates have serious 
chances.*’ said Yegor Gaidar, for- 
mer acting premier and now an 
economic adviser to Mr. Yeltsin. 

But, in an inrerview with Kom- 
somolskaya Pravda newspaper, 
he added metaphorically that re- 
formers could be up against the 
firing squad if Sunday's referen- 
dum goes against Mr. Yeltsin. 

Supporters of the reformist 
president are portraying the vote 
as a do-or-die struggle for the 


Explosives 

hinder 


search for 
Texas cult 


bodies 


Waco, Texas (R) — Investigators 
were expected Wednesday to re- 
trieve charred bodies from the 
rubble of the Waco cult com- 
pound, where a fireball ended a 
51-day siege and sparked a poli- 
tical controversy. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
Tuesday ordered an inquiry into 
Monday's disastrous FBI attempt 
to end the stand-off with Branch 
Davidian sect leader David 
Koresh and his followers. 

But the Democratic president, 
whose first 100 days in office have 
been marked by several political 
missteps and fumbles, deflected 
mounting accusations of federal 
bungling. 


Eighty-six people, including 17 
children and Mr. Koresh, died in 


an apparent mass suicide after a 
fire ripped through the camp. 

Two of the nine survivors nave 
denied there was a suicide pact 
and blamed the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI). 

Derek Lovelock, who along 
with fellow Briton Renos Avraam 
is in custody in Waco, told British 
Broadcasting Corporation Radio 
the fire was caused when federal 
authorities raided the compound, 
causing kerosene lamps to be ' 
knocked over. 

“They charged the building 
with tanks and squashed the 
building, smashed it to pieces,” 
he said. "We had kerosene lamps 
in there because they had cut the 
electricity off.” 

Mr. Avraam made similar 
accusations Tuesday and Mr. 
Koresh's attorney said "this 
wasn't a planned suicide.” 

But Mr. Clinton, denying he 
was trying to avoid blame, said 
Mr. Koresh must bear ultimate 
responsibility. He also rejected 
suggestisons Attorney General 
Janet Reno, in charge of the 
operation, should resign. 

“I was frankly surprised... that 
anyone could suggest that the 
attorney general resign because 
some religious fanatics murdered 
themselves.” the president said 

In Waco, investigators were 
expected to recover bodies 
Wednesday. Only three explo- 
sives experts have entered the 
wrecked site because the area is 
still volatile with explosives and 
ammunition igniting from the 
heat, a state official said. 

"They say that there are bodies 
of course all over the crime 
scene.” said Mike Cox, a Depart- 
ment of Public Safely spokesman. 
"All of the bodies that they had 
been able to see are charred.” 

One body on the edge of the 
site was taken to the Tarrant 
County Medical Examiner’s 
Office in Fort Worth which will 
do the autopsies on all the re- 
mains. 

The FBI said identification of 
the bodies will primarily have to 
depend on dental records. 

The other bodies cannot be 
retrieved until the area is deemed 
safe from explosions,” Mr. Cox 
said. 

Digging out evidence and re- 
mains will be a lengthy task be- 
cause of the amount of rubble. 

He said the crime scene was the 
largest his department had faced 
since its inception in 1935. 

Search and anest warrants of 
the original Feb. 28 raid on .the 
cult compound, unsealed Tues- 
day, stated Mr. Koresh and his 
followers had spent nearly 
$200,000 on weapons and 
ammunition between October 
1991 and February 1993. 


future of Rfissia in an attempt to 
shake the electorate out of its 
profound apathy and disenchant- 
ment with politics. 

Voters will be asked whether 
they support Mr. Yeltsin, 
whether they back his arduous 
path of free-market reform, and 
whether they want early pres- 
idential and parliamentary elec- 
tions. 


The battle is made more com- 
plex by rival interpretations of 
the voting system. 

The Congress of People’s De- 
puties, Russia's top parliamen- 
tary body, set rules last month 
requiring Mr. Yeltsin to win sup- 
port from 50 per cent of all 
eligible voters to claim victory in 
the vote of confidence. 


The president's camp says Mr. 
Yeltsin needs only half of actual 
votes cast on the day — a much 
easier target — to claim a firm 
mandate from the people. 

At stake is the future course of 
economic reforms, which have 
transformed the old Communist 
system in the past 16 months but 
takep a heavy toll. Inflation hit 
2,600 per cent last year, output 
fell by a fifth and a third of the 
population lives below the official 
poverty line. 

Two more close Yeltsin aides 


said in interviews they expected 
the president to win the ballot — 
on his terms — and press on with 
political reform to break Russia's 
constitutional deadlock. 

Legal adviser and Deputy Pre- 

■ mier Sergei Shakhrai told Mos- 
kovsky Komsomolets newspaper 
the Kremlin leader would use a 
"yes" vote to press ahead with a 
new constitution and fresh par- 
liamentary elections. 

First Deputy Prime Minister 
Vladimir Shumeiko was quoted 
by ITAR-TASS as telling Russian 
journalists Mr. Yeltsin would win 
at least half of all votes cast. He 
would leave the economic prog- 
ramme basically intact. 

“The government’s program- 
me of economic moves has been 
confirmed and we shall work on 

■ its implementation.” he said. 

The power struggle, which has 
significantly weakened Mr. Yelt- 
sin's grip on power, has its roots 
in a Soviet-era constitution which 
fails clearly to separate the bran- 
ches of state authority and 
threatens to make the country 
ungovernable. 

A battle between the president 
and Congress climaxed last 
month when conservative de- 
puties failed narrowly in a bid to 
impeach Mr. Yeltsin. 

In comments published Tues- 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ukraine must be non-nuclear — Kravchuk 


KIEV (R) — President Leonid Kravchuk told a fractious 
parliament as it geared up to debate the delayed ratification of a 
major arms accord that Ukraine had to become a non-nuclear 
state. Deputies leaving the closed session said Mr. Kravchuk told 
the chamber that Ukraine, the only signatory to the START-I 
treaty still to ratify the pact, had neither the technical means nor 
the moral right to keep its former Soviet weaponry. But, speaking 
in a noisy debate on Ukraine's military doctrine, he said Kiev had 
the right to expect far greater compensation to cover the costs_of 
disarmament. 


Millionaire, councilman win in LA. 


LOS ANGELES (R) — After a campaign overshadowed by the 
Rodney King civil rights trial, a millionaire banker and a 
Chinese- American politician declared victory in the mayoral 
primary Tuesday night and said they were ready for a June runoff 
Richard Riordan, a conservative Republican businessman, won 
nearly 34 per cent of the vote while Michael Woo. a liberal 
Democratic city councilman, received 24 per cent, with more than 
half of the ballots counted. The two men will go head to head 
June 8 in a final vote to decide who will succeed Trom Bradley, 
retiring after serving as Los Angeles mayor for 20 years. Hie next 
highest vote-getter was city councilman Joel Wachs with 11 per 
cent, but only the two top candidates qualify for the runoff. Mr. 
Riordan has campaigned heavily on a faw-antf-order platform. 
Mr. Woo has concentrated on the theme of racial harmony. 


U.S., Germany plan swap of soldiers 


BRUSSELS (AP) — As part of NATO’s post-cold war strategy, 
the United States is swapping thousands of soldiers with Germany 
in an unprecedented move that would put GIS under German 
command in wartime. The U.S. and German armies will exchange 
divisions of 16,000 to 20,000 troops at a ceremony Thursday in 
Germany, creating two multinational corps to defend Europe. It 
will be a departure from Washington ’a traditional insistence on 
commanding its own troops. “The United States has not in the 
past designated any of its forces for operations directly under the 
command of others,” said 1 U.S. General John Galvin, former 
chief of European forces for the 16-nation North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO). 


Akihito to visit Okinawa Friday 


TOKYO (AP) — Since assuming the throne four years ago. 
Emperor Akihito has criss-crossed Asia trying to lay to rest the 
lingering ghosts of Japan's wartime past. On Friday, Emperor 
Akihito turns his attention homeward to Okinawa, where some of 
World War IPs most ferocious land battles were waged. Emperor 
Akihito will be the first Japanese monarch to set foot upon 
Okinawan soil, and his first stop will be at a graveyard for nearly 
200,000 people who died in the name of his father, the late 
Emperor Hirohito. “I lost my husband and my brother in the 
war.” said Yuriko Minei. who is to lead Emperor Akihito and 
Empress Michiko through a smaller memorial to 167 women and 
girls of the “Star Lily Brigade" who died in the war or committed 
suicide to avoid being captured by Americans. 


Tokyo’s capital status is at stake 


TOKYO (AFP) — The creation of a new Japanese political and 
administrative capital to replace Tokyo was unthinkable only a 
few years ago, but the idea is moving closer to reality as the 21st 
century approaches. Earthquakes and overpopulation in Tokyo, 
have put the idea of establishing a new capital city at the forefront 
of political debate. A special government panel which includes 14 
MPs met for the first time Tuesday under the chairmanship of 
Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa to consider moving the Diet, or 
parliament, and other government bodies out of Tokyo. The 
transfer was given the go-ahead last December by parliament 
after more than 30 years of study to seek ways of reducing the 
burden of overpopulation on Tokyo, an urban spawl of some 30 
million inhabitants. 


Plot against Shevardnadze denied 


MOSCOW (R) — Georgia’s defence minister Wednesday denied 
newspaper reports that he was plotting a coup against the 
country's leader Eduard Shevardnadze, the Russian News Agen- 
cy Interfax said. "This disinformation is the result of intrigues by 
Georgia's enemies. '' Tengiz Kitovani said. “Today, when we are 
strengthening the Georgian army, some people are striving to 
stop this process, to sow discord in Georgia.” The Russian 
newspaper lzvestia Tuesday quoted sources dose to Georgian 
Intelligence as saying Mr. Kitovani held a secret meeting with 
local offidals in rebel western Georgia with a view to ousting Mr. 
Shevardnadze. 


N. Korea ’interested’ in talks with U.S. 


TOKYO (R) — North Korea, facing possible U.N. sanctions for 
denying access to suspected nuclear weapons sites, said Wednes- 
day. it was interested in holding talks with the United States. 
Citing foreign news reports that (he U.S. State Department had 
expressed willingness to have high-level talks with North Korea, 
the official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) monitored in 
Tokyo quoted a Foreign Ministry spokesman as saying: “If this is 
true, we show interest in this. If DPRK (North Korea)-U.S. talks 
are realised, matters of mutual concern including the nuclear 
problem will be discussed there.” Norti*JCorea announced on 
March 12 it would withdraw from the nuclei Non-Proliferation 
Treaty rather than allow inspection by the International Atomic 


Enerey Agency (IAEA) of two suspected nudear weapons sites. 
The IAEA this month referred the matter to the United Nations 
Security Council, which could decide to impose sanctions. 


day. Vice-president Alexander 
Rutskoi said he would stand for 
Russian president if Mr. Yeltsin 
was forced to resign after the 
referendum. 

Meanwhile Russia’s constitu- 
tional court, considering a chal- 
lenge to the rules for Sunday's 
referendum, has decided in 
favour of Prerident Yeltsin on the ■ 
main questions, a court source 
said Wednesday. 


The court would announce that 
the president needed only a 
majority of the turnout to win a 
vote of confidence, rather than a 
majority of the entire electorate 
as stipulated by the Congress, the 
source said. 


The turnout would have to be 
at least 50 per cent. The judges 
derided that the same standard 
would apply for the second of the 
four questions on tbe ballot pap- 
er, on whether voters approved 
of the president’s reform policies, 
the source said. 

For the third and fourth ques- 
tions, on calling early elections 
for the president and the de- 
puties, the court sided with Con- 
gress. 

It endorsed the legislature's 
decision that these questions 
needed the support of 50 per cent 
of the electorate to pass. 



WORLD'S STRONGEST MAN: Australia’s April 21. Huxley, who weighs 125 kilogrammes. 
David Huxley, the world’s strongest man, pulls a hopes to break his next world record by towing a 

Qantas Boeing 767-300 ER weighing 105 tonnes 25 480 tonne ferry across Sydney Hartxmr on May 22 

metres across the tarmac at Sydney Airport on (AFP photo) 


Rome defence minister under probe 


Patten, 
China in 
conciliatory 
mood 


HONG KONG (R) — Governor 
Chris Patten and his old Chinese 
adversary Lu Ping, at odds for 
months over Mr. Patten's plans 
for Hong Kong’s future, both 
sent conciliatory signals on the 
eve of talks to try to settle the 
.dispute. 


Mi. Patten made an appeal 
Wednesday to the United States 
not to drag the row into the issue 
of trade privileges for China, 
while Mr. Lu, the director of 
China's Hong Kong and Macau 
Affairs Office, promised Peking 
would not undermine the colonial 
government before Peking re- 
gains Hong Kong in 1997. 


ROME (Agencies) — Anti- 
mafia prosecutors have put Ita- 
lian Defence Minister Salvo 
Ando under investigation for 
alleged violations of electoral 
laws, the Italian News Agency 
(ANSA) said Wednesday. 

“I am indignant, but calm,” he 
was quoted as saying by another 
Italian News Agency (AGI). 

Mr. Ando was reacting to a 
report from his home town Cata- 
nia in eastern Sicily that the local 
anti-mafia prosecutor's office was 
asking parliament to lift his im- 
munity from prosecution. 

Mr. Ando, a Socialist, himself 
disclosed earlier this month that a 
mafia turncoat mentioned his 
name to police and was trying to 
implicate him. 

The minister' has since said the 
mafia was out to punish him for 
haring sent the army to Sicily 
after two mafia-busting judges 
were blown up last year. 

ANSA said earlier that police 
had arrested a close aide of for- 
mer Justice Minister Claudio 
Martelii in connection' with Italy's 
huge corruption probe. 

Almost 1,400 people have been 


arrested nationwide in the past 14 
months in an investigation that 
has rocked the Italian establish- 
ment. 

Sergio Restelli. Mr. Martelli's 
personal secretary, was detained 
in Rome over allegations of graft 
and breaking the law on financing 
of political parties. 

The arrest was ordered by 
Milan magistrates leading the 
year-long “mani pulite” (clean 
hands) probe which centres on 
allegations that politicians 
routinely took bribes from 
businessmen in return for the 
award of public works contracts. 

Mr. Martelii resigned from the 
government last February over an 
investigation into a slush fund 
alleged to have been operated by 
the Socialist Party. 

Meanwhile, an Italian Senate 
committee could rule as early as 
Thursday on lifting former Prime 
Minister Giulio Andreotti's par- 
liamentary immunity, its presi- 
dent said Wednesday. 

Mr. Andreotti. 74, seven times 
prime minister and once a pillar 
of Italian politics, has been 
charged with complicity with the 


Sicilian mafia. 

Mr. Andreotti. a senator for 
life, has vehemently denied the 
charges. 

Giovanni Pellegrino, president 
of the Senate committee examin- 
ing Mr. Andreotti’s immunity, 
said the committee could rule by 
Thursday or by next Tuesday at 
the latest on lifting Mr. Andreot- 
ti's parliamentary immunity. 

If lifted, Mr. Andreotti could 
face a trial on the charges. 

Turncoats of the crime syndi- 
cate have said that Mr. Andreotti 
met several times with cosa nos- 
tra leaders. The most flagrant 
charge includes a meeting in 
Palermo in 1986 with "boss of 
bosses'* Toto Riina who kissed 
Mr. Andreotti, according to 
statements made by ex-mafia 
member Baldassare di Maggio 

Other charges include photos 
showing Mr. Andreotti sitting 
next to parents of a suspected 
mafia member. “I found myself 
next to a humble family from 
Sicily, with whom I exchanged 
some words and whom I have 
never seen again,” Mr. Andreotti 
said in his defence. 


Police arrest 5 whites in Hani killing 


Analysts still expect tough 
negotiations but then- remarks 
contrasted with recent testy ex- 
changes which had threatened to 
sour the talks even before they 
began in Peking Thursday. 


Mr. Patten, who is due to meet 
U.S. President Bill Clinton next 
month, told the American Cham- 
ber of Commerce in Hong Kong 
that cancelling China's most 
favoured nation (MFN) trade sta- 
tus would halve the colony's eco- 
nomic growth and cost 70,000 
jobs. 


Congressional critics of China 
are seeking to attacks human 
rights and arms proliferation con- 
ditions to China's MFN status 
and analysts say Peking's furious 
attacks on Mr. Patten's reform 
proposals could give them a con- 
venient weapon. 


JOHANNESBURG (R)- — 
Polios arrested five whites in a 
pre-dawn swoop Wednesday in 
connection with the assassination 
of black leader Chris Hani. whose 
murder sparked a wave of unrest 
and protest throughout South 
Africa. 

The African National Congress 
(ANC). which announced it was 
delaying the start of a nationwide 
civil disobedience campaign, said 
it had been told by police of the 
identities of those arrested but 
refused to name them. 

"Our preliminary reports indi- 
cate that there are prominent 
local figures in the Conservative 
Party among them,” African 
National Congress spokesman 
Niehaus told Reuters. 

"The arrests prove what we 
have been sayinjg about a wide 
net of people being involved in 
Chris Hani’s killing,” Mr. 
Niehaus said. 


Witnesses said those arrested 
included Gaye Derby-Lewis, 
Australian-born wife of promin- 
ent Conservative Party politician 
Give Derby-Lewis, who was him- 
self detained last Saturday in 
connection with the April 10 
Hani murder. 

Newspaper sources said right- 
wing journalist Arthur Kemp, au- 
thor of a book on the neo-Nazi 
Afrikaner Resistance Movement 
(AWB), was among those de- 
tained by police. 

Polish immigrant Janusz 
Walus, pictured at the weekend 
holding a copy of Mr. Kemp's 
book Victory Or Violence, was 
arrested immediately after Mr. 
Hani's murder and is accused of 
his assassination. He is due to 
appear in court again on May 12. 

Kevin Ryan, who is staying at 
the Derby-Lewis home in 
Krugersdorp near Johannesburg, 
said three policemen and a 


policewoman arrived at 4 a.m. 
and spent about 45 minutes at the 
house before taking Gaye Derby- 
Lewis away,- he said. 

Police spokesman Brigadier 
Frans Malherbe told Reuters five 
people, four from Krugersdorp 
and one from Benoni. were 
arrested early Wednesday in con- 
nection with investigations into 
the murder of Mr. Hani. a former 
guerrilla leader and general 
secretary of the South African 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Malherbe did not name 
those detained. 

Conservative Party spokesman 
Ferdi Hartzenberg said he 
needed more information before 
he could comment. 

The ANC and its allies have 
delayed until May 1 the start of a 
nationwide civil disobedience 
campaign to press demands for an 
early date for all-race elections to 
put an end to white rule. 


Ceasefire holds in Nagorno-Karabakh 


BAKU. Azerbaijan (Agencies) 


— A two-day ceasefire has gone 
into effect in Nagorno-Karabakh 


into effect in Nagorno-Karabakh 
to allow international observers 
to visit the disputed region, Azer- 
baijani officials said Tuesday. 

The ceasefire took effect at 
midnight local time (0400 GMT) 
Monday, with a possible exten- 
sion if the team is still in the 
region, said Roshan Jemshiz, a 
spokesman for Azerbaijan's 
Foreign Ministry. 

There was no immediate con- 
fnmation of the ceasefire agree- 
ment from Armenian offidals. 

Serj Sarkisian, the commander 
of Nagorno-Karabakh’s self- 
defence forces, said a formal 
ceasefire agreement had not been 
reached. He said, however, that 
he had ordered his troops not to 
fire back at Azerbaijani soldiers. 

The team of military and di- 
plomatic offidals from the Con- 
ference on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe is lookiong at the 
communications, transport and 
food situations in preparation for 
deployment of a monitoring mis- 
sion of 600 CSCE staff members. 
The team arrived Tuesday morn- 
ing in Agdam in Azerbaijan on 
the border of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, said Eldar Hajiyev. 
head of Baku’s helicopter airport. 

No new fighting was reported 
in Nagorno-Karabakh, which has 
seen blanketed Tuesday by heavy 
fog that would normally restrict 
battles anyway. 

A railway bridge on Georgian 
territory near the Armenian bor- 
der was blown up Tuesday, sever- 
ing Armenia's only rail link to the 
outside. 

No injuries were reported in 
the blast near the Georgian sta- 
tion in Sadakhlo. the ITAR- 
TASS and Iprinda News Agen- 
des said. Hie bridge was ex- 
pected to be repaired by Wednes- 
day, said Iprinda, a Georgian 


News Agency. 

Fighting between the neigh- 
bouring former Soviet republics 
in the southern Caucasus Moun- 
tains has intensified in recent 
weeks, with Azerbaijani forces 
suffering several key defeats. The 
5-year-old conflict over Nagorno- 
Karabakh has claimed more than 
3.000 lives. 

The international ream is to 
cross a no-man's land and enter 
the Armenian-held town of Ste- 
panakert, Mr. Jemshiz said. 
Azerbaijani officials are accom- 
panying them only up to Agdam. 

CSCE and U.N. offidals have 
said that the Armenian govern- 
ment has agreed to the ceasefire. 

Armenian troops "in the last 24 
hours” had taken strategic posi- 
tions in the Gulustan region, 
north of the so-called border be- 
tween Nagorno-Karabakh and 
Azerbaijan, the Azeri News 
Agency Turan said Tuesday. 

According to authorities in the 
endave, Azeri authorities might 
use this ceasefire to regroup their 
forces in the southern FizuK re- 
gion with the goal of mounting an 
offensive to move southwest and 
attack Hadrut,- the Armenian 
News Agency Snark said Tues- 


The confusing reports came 
just before a possible meeting 
between the Armenian and Azeri 
presidents who will attend the 
funeral of late Turkish President 
Turgut Ozal Wednesday. 

There is speculation' that 
Armenia’s Levon Ter-Petrossian 
and Azerbaijan's Abulfaz 
EJchibey might use the occasion 
to 'hold talks over Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

Meanwhile late at night. louds- 
peakers blare military marches 
through the deserted streets of 
the southern Azerbaijani city of 
Fizuli. The music mingles with 
the sound of artillery fire in the 


distance. 

“We play this music to keep up 
the morale of our forces,” said 
Osman Kazimov, the region’s de- 
puty governor. “Let the Arme- 
nians hear it and know that we 
are in good shape and not 
afraid.” 

But Azerbaijani soldiers have 
little else to raise their morale. In 
the past five years, they have lost 
battle after battle in their fight 
with Armenian troops over the 
disputed territory. 

Fighting has spread to zones far 
from Nagorno-Karabakh, such as 
Fizuli, which is near the Iranian 
border and six miles (10 
kilometres) from the nearest 
Armenian base. 

Its foil would cut off three 
regions occupied by some 200.000 
people and strengthen the Arme- 
nians’ control over a land corri- 
dor they opened to Nagorno- 
Karabakh in 1992. 

Complaints of poor military 
performance had been restricted 
to closed-door parliamentary de- 
bates and grumbling among 
troops. But Foreign Minister 
Tofik Gasimov said Sunday his 
country "did not have an army in 
the real sense.” 

“We have no order, discipline 
or leadership.” Mr. Gasimov told 
reporters. “There are a lot of 
deserters, they pay money and 
avoid the draft. The conscripts 
are. only trained on mnachine 
guns and they drop everything 
and run when under artillery 
fire.” 

But the weapons they drop are 
old and exhausted. Soldiers com- 
plain bitterly of inefficient arms, 
claiming that Russia left behind 
disabled equipment in its dis- 
tribution of Soviet weapons to 
Azerbaijan. 

Nowhere was poor equipment 
more in evidence than at the 
Karagol Army Base, based in 


Zangelaii. 60 miles (96 
kilometres) southwest of Fizuli. 
which was built in 1988 at the' 
start of the conflict. 

A 22mm modified cannon 
stood guard, along with a World 
War 11-era anti-aircraft gun co- 
vered by plastic sheets. 

“We don't have weapons for 
long-distance firing." said Major 
Akbar Guziyez. the base com- 
mander. “When they (the Arme- 
nians) fire, we hide.- What else 
can we do?” 


Azerbaijan has launched a 
campaign to urge young men to 
enlist, and billboards have gone 
up in the countryside and the 
capital. Baku. It is not known 
how Azerbaijanis are currently at 
arms, or how many Armenians 
they face. 

"As of today. I am an armed 
soldier." read one billboard, 
which showed a smiling youth in a 
military cap. "Get up and fight." 
exhorted another. 

Soldiers outside Mr. Kazimovs 
office at the Military Police 
Headquarters in Fizuli guarded a 
room where a young man was 
getting a crewcut. 

If the young man ever deserts, 
he could be sentenced to death 
for treason. Since the fall of 
Kelbajar. television newscasts 
have reported increasing num- 
bers of arrests of deserters, it is 
not known if there have been 
executions. 

In middle Yemezli, a nearby 
hamlet straddling the border with 
Armenia. 1 radii Guliyev, 40, was 
looking for her three sons, aged 
9. 11 and 12. They fled Saturday, 
when Armenian tanks advanced 
on Upper Yemezli aboui a mile 
(1« kilometres) away. 

"We have our soldiers here 
but what good are they? They 
only have machine guns.” Maj. 
Guziyev said. 
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Mount Everest is 
still the greatest 


GENEVA (AFP) — Mount 
Everest, the world's tallest perfL- 
is being cut down to stze, victim 
of the Earth's shaking crust and 
more precise measuring instru- 
ments, a French-Iudian moun- 
tain climbing team said Tuesday. 
Mount Everest, in the Himalayas 
on the boundary between Nepal 
and Tibet, remains the world's 
highest mountain, measuring 
8,846.1 metres (29.192 feet). 
However in a startling come- 
down it has been found to have 
shrunk 2.U3 metres compared 
with the last time it was measured 
by the Chinese in 1974-75. 
Named after the British Colonel 
George Everest, the mounraf 
measured S.SS2 metres when the 
rule was first run over it officially 
in 1950. "These changes are ex- 
plained by the movement in the 
Earth's crust in this region and by 
calculating methods that are 
much more precise.” said Benoit 
Chamous. 31. a French mountain 
climber who scaled Everest on 
Sepf. 29. 1992 burdened with 15 
kilos of scientific equipment. 


Yeltsin urges 
Muscovites 
to multiply 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin told workers at a 
Moscow factory to have mure 
children because life in Russia 
was going to get better. ITAR- 
TASS News Agency quoted Mtj\ 
Yeltsin as urging young em- r 
ployees to "be bolder about hav- 
ing children" when he attended 
the opening of a food factory. 
"Reform has started, life will get 
better.” the Kremlin leader said. 
Mr. Yeltsin, campaigning for a 
referendum Sunday that could 
determine his political fate, was 
greeted at the plant with slogans 
reading "we support the policy of 
the president" and "yes to re- 
forms.” Mr. Yeltsin has actively 
courted the support of social 
groups ranging from Siberian 
miners to World War II veterans 
in the run-up to the poll, which 
includes questions on confidence 
in himself and his tough reform 
policies. TASS said he told the 
factory workers he had signed a 
decree Tuesday on "helping 
women and children" which 
would increase child allowances. 
Falling birth rates among ethnic. 
Russians have preoccupied 
Kremlin leaders for decades. 


Russian brides fetch 
twice as much as ^ 

Koreans in Japan ^ 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
arranged marriages with Russian 
brides cost twice as much as those 
with Koreans but only 2fl per cent 
more than those with Chinese 
women who are growing in popu- 
larity, a marriage broker *aid 
Wednesday. A spokesman for 
International Bridal Association 
(IB A), a Tokyo-based agency 
which seeks foreign women for 
Japanese bachelors, said the 
average cost of arranging a mar- 
riage with a Russian was three 
million yen (27.300 dollars). That 
compares with about 1.5 million 
yen for Korean brides and 2.5 
million yen for Chinese partners, 
w’ho have become increasingly^ 
popular here in the past two ycarsr 
amid bad publicity about 
arranged marriages with Filipina 
brides. The spokesman said Rus- 
sian marriages commanded a pre- 
mium due to the "risks" associ- 
ated with doing business in the 
former Soviet Union, notablv in 
such lawless places as Vladivos- 
tok. the nearest major Russian 
city to Japan. Marriages with 
women from the Philippines, the 
traditional hunting ground for 
mail-order brides, cost about two 
million yen to arrange. 


Indian film star 
remanded In custody 


BOMBAY { R) — Police said that 
film star Sanjay Duct had been 
remanded in custody until May-# 
following his arrest in the wake ot 
fast month's bomb blasts in Bom- 
bay which killed 25(1 people. 
Bombay’s police chief Amarjcct 
bingh Samra said that 33-ycar-o!d 
Dutt had been charged with un- 
lawful possession of an AK-56 
rifle. Mr. Samra said police had 
alM arrested three people who 
tried to destroy evidence. Dutt. 
among the most sought-after 
actors in the Hindi film world, 
was arrested Monday, hours after 
he arrived from shooting a film in 
Mauritius, Mr. Samra' said an 
unlicensed 9 mm pistol of 
oelgian-make owned hv Dutt had 
also been found. He Mid Dutt's 
argument was that the weapons 
were acquired for self-protection 
would not stand up because the 
. alr ** l <!y owned three 
Rcenscdguns. Mr. Samra said the 
police were checking whether 
* h ® re , were links between Dutt 
and the conspiracy behind the 
JJ"® 8 bombings which tor# 
commercial capit- 
1 400 * n? 250 and injuring 
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